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Opinions expressed in the Horringer
Diary are those of the
originator/contributor and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of the
Editor or the Community Council. The
Editor reserves the right to amend
contributions, and the decision is final.

Neither the Editor nor the Community
Council endorse any product or service
advertised in the Diary.

Please note that the Diary copy cut-
off date for the Summer edition is
Friday 3 May. Please submit all copy
for inclusion to the Diary Editor by
this date via email to
diaryeditor@horringer.org.uk.

Diary Advertising

If you would like to advertise in the
Diary and reach our diverse
demographic to promote your business
or event, the rates are as follows:

1/4 page – £12 / £43 for 1 / 4 issues
1/2 page - £24  / £86 for 1 / 4 issues
Full page - £44 / £152 for 1 / 4 issues

All charges are payable in advance.

The diary is delivered free of charge to
all households in Horringer & Ickworth
(nearly 500 houses), and to local
organisations. For further details,
please email
diaryads@horringer.org.uk.

Horringer Diary is published by
Horringer Community Council, and
printed by instantprint.co.uk, Unit A
Brookfields Park, Manvers Way,
Manvers, Rotherham, S63 5DR.

The front cover photograph is by Kevin
Slingsby.
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Editorial 

As I write we have
begun to see the signs
of Spring – daffodils
have started to flower
and the blossom has
begun to appear on

the trees, and the sun has shone!
Spring is a time for new life and new
beginnings, and that is certainly true in
Horringer at the moment – your Community
Council is looking for new blood to serve on
the management committee, in particular
someone to take from Wendy in the Chair,
and I hope that you will consider her article
(page 9) carefully, and ask how you might
help keep our hall up and running!
Plans at the church begin to get into top gear
as the Rocket Campaign takes off – the
Classical Cabaret concert in St Leonard’s on
23 March promises to be fantastic evening.
More plans are afoot to continue the
fundraising towards new kitchen and toilet
facilities in the church – watch this space!
The Horringer Singers also look to a new era
as our long-standing musical director John
Catlow retires at Easter. I am delighted to
have been asked to take over the position,
and it would be an excellent time to come and
join us for some fun and rewarding singing as
we join forces with the Tudor Rose Singers to
present highlights from The Merry Widow in
the summer.
In the Winter edition of the Diary, Colin
Knight asked in his feature on Remembrance
whether anyone could provide any further
information about Private Kinsey, whose
death in February 1918 is marked by a
Commonwealth War Grave in the churchyard.
Gwyn Thomas has responded with the

following information, for which we thank
him:
Private Kinsey was David Kitchener Kinsey,
born Mildenhall in 1900. In 1911 he was living
with his family at Shepherd’s Cottage in
Nowton. According to the Horringer and
Ickworth Roll of Honour (in the Bury Record
Office) he was employed by Mr Thurlow at
Great Horringer Hall. He died of measles.
At this time we also record some sad news –
over the last few weeks we have seen the
passing of two prominent members of our
community.
Buster (Bryan) Crouch died on 7 January in
West Suffolk Hospital. Our thoughts and
prayers are with Sally and his family. There
will be a memorial service for Buster on
Saturday 6 April at 3pm in St Leonard’s.
Janet Thaxter died at home on 5 February
after a long battle with cancer, and our
thoughts and prayers are with Brian and her
family. Her thanksgiving service is on Monday
4 March at 1.30pm. Various reports in this
edition of the Diary pay further tribute to
both Buster and Janet.
Finally, I squeeze in a last minute note from
John White (Manor Lane) that Anglian Water
will charge you for surface water drainage,
even if it goes to a soakaway, unless you tell
them otherwise! I’ll put more information on
the website and in the Summer edition, but
you can see more on the AW website at
bit.ly/awsurface.
The cover photograph for this edition was
taken on a walk round the village on a sunny
day last Spring (19 May to be precise), and
shows numbers 20 & 21 Meadow Drive.

Kevin Slingsby

From the Editor
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Diary — March / April 2019

Saturday 2 March
9.30am Farmers’ Market  Community Centre
Sunday 3 March
11.00am Morning Prayer, refreshments 

afterwards  St Leonard’s
Monday 4 March
11.30am Monthly Prayer Group  St Leonard’s
1.30pm Thanksgiving Service for Janet 

Thaxter  St Leonard’s
Tuesday 5 March
12.30pm GNS Lunch Club  The Plough, Rede
7.30pm WI  Image and Style Consultant 

Lorraine Callow Community Centre
Ash Wednesday 6 March
10.00am Holy Communion with Imposition 

of Ashes St Leonard’s
Thursday 7 March
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am WI Pop-up Coffee Shop  

Community Centre
Saturday 9 March
10.30am Open Morning Pre-School
Sunday 10 March
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
Monday 11 March
7.30pm Gardening Club  AGM – Followed 

by a demonstration
Community Centre

Thursday 14 March
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
Sunday 17 March
11.00am All-Age Service, refreshments 

afterwards  St Leonard’s

Monday 18 March
7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Community Centre Committee Room
Thursday 21 March
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am Gentle Walkers Ickworth Park Gates
3.00pm GNS Afternoon Tea

Community Centre
Friday 22 March
7.30pm St Edmundsbury In Tune Concert

Paul Carman Community Centre
Saturday 23 March
2–4pm Children’s Nearly New Sale

Community Centre
7.30pm Salmon Chanted Evening Classical 

Cabaret  St Leonard’s
Sunday 24 March
9.30am Mobile Library  Meadow Drive
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
2.00pm Litter Pick Community Centre
Thursday 28 March
9:15am Mobile Library  Pre-School
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
3.00pm Tea & Cake  St Leonard’s
Sunday 31 March
10.00am Benefice Eucharist, 

St Andrew’s Brockley
Tuesday 2 April
12.30pm GNS Lunch Club  The Plough, Rede
7.30pm WI  An Auctioneer’s Lot 

Ed Crichton Community Centre
Thursday 4 April
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s

Diary Dates
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Diary — April 2019

Thursday 4 April
10.00am WI Pop-up Coffee Shop  

Community Centre
4.00pm Full Church Tour  St Mary’s Ickworth
Saturday 6 April
9.30am Farmers’ Market  Community Centre
3.00pm Memorial Service for Buster Crouch 

St Leonard’s
Sunday 7 April
11.00am Morning Prayer, refreshments 

afterwards  St Leonard’s
Monday 8 April
11.30am Monthly Prayer Group  St Leonard’s
Monday 8 April
7.30pm Gardening Club  Easy ways to 

better gardening  Adam Pasco
Community Centre

Tuesday 9 April
am Steff’s Magic Bubbles (Pre-School)

Community Centre
Thursday 11 April
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
Palm Sunday 14 April
11.00am Eucharist with dramatised reading 

of the Passion  St Leonard’s
Monday 15 April
7.30pm Annual Parish Meeting

Community Centre
8.30pm Compline (Night Prayer)

St Petronilla’s Whepstead
Tuesday 16 April
10.00am Hedgehogs Easter Craft & Messy 

Play Community Centre
8.30pm Compline (Night Prayer)

St Andrew’s Brockley

Wednesday 17 April
7.30pm Horringer Singers Lent to Easter

St Leonard’s
Maundy Thursday 18 April
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
7.30pm Eucharist  St Leonard’s
10.00am Gentle Walkers Ickworth Park Gates
3.00pm GNS Afternoon Tea

Community Centre
Good Friday 19 April
10.30am Churches Together Walk of Witness  

from the Cathedral to Cornhill with 
songs and dramatised readings

2.00pm Good Friday Liturgy  St Leonard’s
Easter Sunday 21 April
11.00am All-Age Eucharist with Easter Egg 

Hunt  St Leonard’s
Thursday 25 April
9.15am Mobile Library  Pre-School
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am Gardening Club  Garden Visit – 

Coton Manor
3.00pm Tea & Cake  St Leonard’s
7.30pm Horringer Singers restarts  

Community Centre
Friday 26 April
7.30pm St Edmundsbury In Tune Concert

Chris Powell Community Centre
Sunday 28 April
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
1.30pm Horringer CC v Milden 

Ickworth Park Cricket Ground
Tuesday 30 April
12.30pm GNS Lunch Club  The Plough, Rede

Diary Dates
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Diary — May / June 2019

Thursday 2 May
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am WI Pop-up Coffee Shop  

Community Centre
11.00am Gardening Club  Garden Visit – 

Helmingham Hall
Friday 3 May

Summer Diary deadline
Saturday 4 May
9.30am Farmers’ Market  Community Centre
Sunday 5 May
10.00am Full Church Tour  St Mary’s Ickworth
11.00am Morning Prayer, refreshments 

afterwards  St Leonard’s
1.30pm Barrow CC v Kirtling 

Ickworth Park Cricket Ground
Monday 6 May
11.30am Monthly Prayer Group  St Leonard’s
Tuesday 7 May
7.30pm WI  AGM & Social Time 

Community Centre
Thursday 9 May
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
Sunday 12 May
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
1.30pm Horringer CC v Freston 

Ickworth Park Cricket Ground
Monday 13 May
7.30pm Gardening Club  Grasses  Joe 

Sharman, Monksilver Nursery
Community Centre

Thursday 16 May
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am Gentle Walkers Ickworth Park Gates

Thursday 16 May
3.00pm GNS Afternoon Tea

Marlows Garden Centre
Saturday 18 May
2–4pm Children’s Nearly New Sale

Community Centre
Sunday 19 May
9.30am Mobile Library  Meadow Drive
11.00am All-Age Service, refreshments 

afterwards  St Leonard’s
1.30pm Horringer CC v Risby 

Ickworth Park Cricket Ground
Monday 20 May
7.30pm Community Council AGM

Community Centre
7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Community Centre Committee Room
Thursday 23 May
9.15am Mobile Library  Pre-School
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
3.00pm Tea & Cake  St Leonard’s
Friday 24 May
7.30pm St Edmundsbury In Tune Concert

Chris Jones Community Centre
Sunday 26 May
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
1.30pm Horringer CC v Hadleigh 

Ickworth Park Cricket Ground
Thursday 30 May
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
Saturday 1 June
9.30am Farmers’ Market  Community Centre

Diary Dates



Sunday 2 June
11.00am Morning Prayer, refreshments 

afterwards  St Leonard’s
1.30pm Barrow CC v Lidgate 

Ickworth Park Cricket Ground
Monday 3 June
11.30am Monthly Prayer Group  St Leonard’s
Tuesday 4 June
12.30pm GNS Lunch Club  The Plough, Rede
Thursday 6 June
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am WI Pop-up Coffee Shop  

Community Centre
Sunday 9 June
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
1.30pm Barrow CC v Whepstead 

Ickworth Park Cricket Ground
Monday 10 June
7.30pm Gardening Club  Speaker Evening

Community Centre
Wednesday 12 June
10.00am Full Church Tour  St Mary’s Ickworth
Thursday 13 June
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
Sunday 16 June
9.30am Mobile Library  Meadow Drive
11.00am All-Age Service, refreshments 

afterwards  St Leonard’s
1.30pm Horringer CC v Twinstead 

Ickworth Park Cricket Ground
Wednesday 19 June
2.00pm Gardening Club  Garden Visit – 

Mickfield Hostas
Saturday 20 July
2.00pm 134th Annual Flower Show

Community Centre

Diary Dates

Diary — June / July 2019



Buster Crouch
The New Year has started with the saddest
news. Buster (Bryan) Crouch, our street
cleaner, passed away in early January after a
short illness. Buster was a familiar figure in
the village for many years, keeping the village
green and roadside verges clean and tidy in
all weathers. He also helped out at the church
and the Mother and Toddler Group. Buster
will be greatly missed and it can safely be said
that no-one has ever done more to keep our
village looking attractive.

Budget
At our December meeting we agreed the
annual village precept for 2019/20. There will
be a small decrease in the budget but we will
continue to be supporting village organisations
and projects throughout the year.

Telephone Kiosk
Applications have been submitted to the
borough council for planning permission and
listed building consent to move the phone box
to Parish Council owned land at the junction of
The Street and Meadow Drive. Details are on
the SEBC website. We hope to have the
decisions made in March. We continue to invite
additional ideas and suggestions for its use.

National Trust
NT have consulted the parish council on their
claim to have a legal right of access via the
Community Centre roadway to their land
which includes the scout hut and adjacent
fields. Although NT are claiming they have
used this access for a considerable number of
years to maintain their land, we have instead
suggested that a licence agreement may be
more appropriate, initially for a fixed period.

Discussions are continuing and we will
provide updates on this in due course.

Annual Parish Meeting 
This will take place in the Community Centre
on 15 April at 7.30pm followed by a Parish
Council meeting. All are welcome and
refreshments will be available beforehand.

Elections 2019
Parish Councillors are elected for a four year
term which finishes this year. Elections to the
new council take place on 2 May and if you
are interested in taking part in the work of
the parish council and standing for election,
contact the temporary Clerk, Sandra Brown
at sandra_brown60@hotmail.com or visit
www.beacouncillor.co.uk.

Parish Council 
Peter Crofts  Parish Councillor

News — Horringer-cum-Ickworth Parish Council



News — Horringer-cum-Ickworth Community Council

The Community Centre hosted lots of great
events over the Christmas period and we
hope you enjoyed the festive season. Thanks
to the National Trust who supplied and put up
the tree on the green and to Ruth Walker who
led on the Christmas light up event this year. 
We continue to work to keep the hall
maintained to a high standard. Thank you to
Kevin Parsons for all the great work he has
done as Bookings Secretary. He leaves this
job in February and Lisa Hasler will be taking
over from him and can be contacted on the
usual number and email address – 07947
592013 / horringerhallbookings@gmail.com.
We have also recruited a back up cleaner to
help ElleBee at busy times and for covering
holidays etc.
We were very sorry to hear the sad news
about Buster who has been such a great asset
to the village. We will all miss him.

Help us keep the Community
Centre for the Village!
Could you be the person to join our
Committee and help us run the Community
Centre? We are a charity and the Community
Centre serves the village, hosting great
village clubs and activities. Our chair Wendy is
required by our constitution to resign this
May and we need a new leader. It’s a really
interesting role and a great way of getting to
know people in the village. We enjoy great
support from our Cleaner (Elle Bee), Booking
Secretary (Lisa Hasler) and Diary Editor
(Kevin Slingsby) as well as other volunteers
who help with practical jobs. 
The Committee oversees the Community
Centre and makes sure it is run well and
maintained to a good standard. We meet in
the evenings every two months and much of

our work is done by email between meetings.
Without the Committee we cannot run the
Community Centre and it’s critically
important to community life in the village to
keep the centre open and prospering. 
If you are interested in joining us please
contact any of the Committee or email
communitycouncil@horringer.org.uk: 
Wendy Cullingworth (01284 735044)
Peta Cook (01284 735098)
Jan Emerson (01284 735638)
Rachel Davies (01284 735772)
Robin Davies (01284 735772)
Piers Fuller (07771 543414)
Colleen Greenwood (01284 735004)
Gordon Hughes (01284 735933)
Kevin Slingsby (01284 848202)

Community Council 
Wendy Cullingworth  Chairman
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I’ve heard it so often said: religion should
be a private matter. As the thinking goes,
religion is a bit like smoking: fine to do it in
the privacy of your home if you must, or
some other designated area away from the
street – but please don't do it in public.
However, this really won't do! 
One reason is the human rights argument in
favour of free expression. If public expression
of religion is to be banned, what next – public
expression of any other opinion? But I think a
really compelling argument that comes from
within Christianity itself is that Christianity
makes no sense as something done behind
closed doors. 
The more I ponder it, the more I believe that
Christianity is concerned primarily with what
we do together, as people united in their
humanity. The ethical teaching of the Old
Testament, for instance, is concerned not so
much with individual morality – a concept the
people of that era may have struggled with
anyway – but with how people live together
in a good society. It contains teaching on all
sorts of social matters, from land
redistribution and debt cancellation to
immigrants’ rights and even weights &
measures! When we reach the New
Testament, what we find is the formation of a
body of people, first around the historical
Jesus Christ – think the Holy Family and later
the apostles. The Jesus Movement becomes a
new community and even a new religion,
united in their experience of the Holy Spirit, a
communal experience. They share everything
in common, and have revelatory visions not
of private salvation but of a ‘heavenly city, the

new Jerusalem’ which must have communal
life at its heart.
Christianity is, then, concerned with how we
can live well together, a question which
arguably has never been more important in
almost living memory for our society, as we
feel the stresses and strains of the national
political debates that rumble on. All are
welcome to join us at St Leonard’s as we
wrestle with what it means to journey
together on the road.
Every blessing, Christopher

Free Reflections for Lent & Easter
To sign up for a daily email reflection for the
Lent and Easter seasons, visit the CofE
website www.churchofengland.org/pilgrim 

Give to St Leonard’s for free!
If you are doing online shopping this Spring,
please consider logging on to
www.easyfundraising.co.uk and searching for
St Leonard’s Church, Horringer, Suffolk. That
way, online retailers (including Argos, John
Lewis, M&S, Sainsburys) will make a donation
to church funds when you shop with them, at
no extra cost to you. We have already raised
£350 for the church this way with the support
of our regular congregation. If the whole
village were to support us when online
shopping, it would help enormously to keep
the church going. 
Linda Andrews, Treasurer

Tea & Cake Regular Social Event
All are very welcome to come for a natter and
enjoy some tea and cake on the fourth

News from St Leonard’s
Revd Christopher Griffiths   Rector
The Rectory, Manor Lane – tel 736839 – email horringer.rectory@gmail.com

www.horringerbenefice,info
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News — St Leonard’s Church

Thursday of each month. Toys/books are
available for younger members of the
community. It takes place 3–4pm on
Thursdays 28 March, 25 April & 23 May.

Benefice Website
Log on to www.horringerbenefice.info for up-
to-date news and information from St
Leonard’s.

Buster Crouch
It was with very great sadness that we learnt
that Buster Crouch passed away at the West
Suffolk Hospital on Monday 7 January. Our
thoughts and prayers are with Sally and the
wider family at this time. We shall always
remember Buster with great fondness, for the
many characteristics that endeared him to
the congregation and to Horringer as a whole,
and of course for his years of devoted service
to St Leonard’s Church as its verger. May
Buster rest in peace, and rise in glory.

St Leonard’s Lecture 2019
On the evening of Friday 20 September, the
2nd of these annual lectures will be held in
church. Taking to our lectern will be Dr
Rodney Holder, who is both a Cambridge
University expert in cosmology and an
ordained priest in the Church of England. His
topic will be ‘God and the Big Bang – can we
believe in both?’ It promises to be a
fascinating talk on the interface between
science and Christianity, from a speaker with
a foot in both camps. 

Lent and Easter Services 
Wednesday 6 March Ash Wednesday
10am Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes
Sunday 14 April Palm Sunday
11am Eucharist & dramatised Passion reading
15/16 April Monday/Tuesday of Holy Week
8.30pm Compline (Night Prayer) at St
Petronilla’s Whepstead / St Andrew’s Brockley

17 April Wednesday of Holy Week
7.30pm Horringer Singers ‘Lent to Easter’
18 April Maundy Thursday
9.30am Morning Prayer
7.30pm Eucharist
19 April Good Friday
10.30am Churches Together Walk of Witness,
beginning at the Cathedral and walking to
Cornhill for songs and dramatised readings
2pm The Good Friday Liturgy in church
21 April Easter Day
11am All-Age Eucharist with Easter-Egg Hunt

Regular Worship Pattern
1st Sunday – 11.00am Morning Prayer
2nd Sunday – 11.00am Eucharist
3rd Sunday – 11.00am All-Age Service
4th Sunday – 11.00am Eucharist
5th Sunday – 10.00am All-Benefice Service
(check the church website or the church
noticeboard in the porch for venue, as this
service rotates around the benefice churches)
Children are welcome at all our services. 
Every Thursday
9:30am – Morning Prayers
Every Monday following a first Sunday in
the month
11:30am – Informal Lay-led Prayer Group

Lents Groups
There is a Lent course for our Benefice jointly
with Whepstead Baptist Chapel. This course is
running for five Thursday evenings at 7.30pm
at the Chapel in Rectory Road in Whepstead,
IP29 4TB. It starts on Thursday 14 March. The
sessions involve a brief introduction and a CD
with speakers of various denominations, and
discussion. This is from the well-known York
Courses and is entitled ‘Faith in the Fire’.
Come to one or any of these sessions, further
details from Heather Corbell 07730 221121.
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Rocket Campaign Update
Gordon Hughes 

Horringer Parochial 
Church Council 
Fundraising Coordinator



News — Horringer Church Fundraising Rocket Campaign

At time of writing we have frost and snow,
but signs of spring are showing with
snowdrops in Ickworth Park. However the
16ft Mark II Rocket is now made, painted
and displayed on the launch pad gantry in
the churchyard for all to see how much has
been raised for the ‘Boost our Church into
the 21st Century’ campaign as they go past.
The structure even has fluorescent strips so
it glows in the dark.
The campaign aims to raise money to pay for
a disabled toilet, kitchen and adapt access for
wheelchair users at St Leonard’s Church.
By the time you read this in early March the
first of two concerts will have taken place,
namely Trianon Diamond Anniversary
Community Concert on 23 February at All
Saints Church, Park Road. 17 String
instrumentalists and 22 Singers
presented a varied programme of
Bach, Holst, Greig and Scott Joplin as
well as Suffolk Folk Songs by George
Butterworth and Holst, ending with a
Medley from Carousel. 
We now look forward to Salmon
Chanted Evening, a classical cabaret
filled with passion, romance and
humour performed by International
soloists duo Philip Salmon (tenor) and
his wife Dominique Thiebaud
(soprano). There will be something for
every taste. I first met Philip at a Bury
Bach choir singing workshop then
again when singing with a Spanish
Choir in Lanzarote singing King Arthur
by Purcell. Guiding Canarians with
English pronunciation and imitating
intoxicated West Country farm
labourers when singing the closing
folk song ‘Your hay is mown and your
corn is reaped’, complete with dimple
tankards, went down a bomb with a
sell-out audience. At the after show
party, over a shared bottle of finest

Rioja, Philip agreed to perform for us at St
Leonard’s Church, Horringer on Saturday 23
March at 7.30pm for a much reduced fee!
As numbers are restricted to 120 advance
booking is recommended to avoid
disappointment. For tickets please contact
me on 01284 735933 or by e mail
gordonhughes@btconnect.com, or online at
www.horringer.org.uk. I do not really want to
hear the phrase ‘Pity I missed such an
enjoyable occasion’ AFTER this concert!
Pictured in front of the rocket are
churchwarden and deputy, Philip Underwood
and Susan Crameri, with Gordon Hughes.
Photograph by Mark Westley, courtesy Bury
Free Press / Iliffe Media.
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News — Horringer Singers

Horringer Singers  Kevin Slingsby  01284 848202
After a successful Christmas concert in the Community Centre, we are looking forward to
presenting ‘Lent to Easter’, our concert for Holy Week & Easter, in the Church on
Wednesday 17 April.

The main works will be two pieces by Brahms,
Song of Destiny and ‘How Lovely Are Thy
Dwellings’ from the German Requiem. In
addition, the concert will include Franck’s
Panis Angelicus and some of the Passiontide
choruses from Part Two of Handel’s Messiah –
‘Behold the Lamb of God’, ‘Surely he hath
borne our griefs’ and ‘With his stripes we are
healed’. There will also be some Passiontide
hymns for the audience to join in with.
Admittance is free, with a retiring
collection.
In the summer change is afoot! Our
Musical Director, John Catlow, is
retiring after the Easter concert, and I
am honoured to have been invited to
take his place. As usual, the summer
term will see a lighter vein to the
music, and we will be singing
highlights from The Merry Widow by
Franz Lehár with its popular and
well-known tunes telling the story of
a rich widow, and her countrymen’s
attempt to keep her money in the
principality by finding her the right
husband.
We will be joining forces with the
Tudor Rose Singers for this concert,
which will be presented at Horringer
Community Centre on Thursday 4
July, and again at Woolpit Village
Hall on Saturday 13 July.
It would great to see some new
singers, and if you fancy giving it a go
please do be in touch – our Summer
term starts on Thursday 25 April, at
7.30pm in the Community Centre.

Finally, on a sad note, we were sorry to hear
of the death of Janet Thaxter on 5 February.
Janet was a dedicated member of the choir,
serving on the committee and taking a great
part in organising concerts and writing this
report reguarly. Our thoughts are with Brian
and her family.
For more information, please visit
www.horringersingers.org.uk.
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News — Horringer & Ickworth Neighbourhood Watch

The village seems to have had a quiet end to
the year in contrast to the hectic first half
when we had the visitation of the Horringer
Hawkers. I have not been aware of any re-
ports of their return, but time will tell in the
coming year.
We have lost one of our long-standing co-or-
dinators following the death of Buster Crouch
who looked after The Limes and The Beeches.
Buster was probably a founder member of
Neighbourhood Watch in Horringer; another
long-standing member of the group remem-
bers Buster’s presence when Eric Lucas
started the organisation some 30 years ago at
his house, The Knoll. Buster contributed a lot
to the group as he missed few happenings in
the village.
We are now looking for a new co-ordinator to
replace Buster to cover the areas of The
Limes and The Beeches. It is not a particularly
onerous job unless we have a sudden crime
wave which I hope is unlikely. We communi-
cate mainly by telephone and email and there
is a quarterly meeting of co-ordinators to re-
view events and our response. If you feel you
could join us, please contact me by telephone
or email (information below).

Community Speed Watch
Work has continued with CSW activities of
Barrow, Horringer and Risby. We have a team
of six to cover the three villages but one of
our Horringer members would like to retire

soon and we urgently need a replacement.
We aim to undertake a maximum of one
hourly session per week along the A143 in the
village. Full training and a high vis jacket are
provided. If you are interested, please contact
me or our Team Leader, Tibor Pollerman at
tibor@pollerman.net or 01284 735113.
From the feedback I receive from villagers,
our efforts for NW and CSW are appreciated
but neither organisation can flourish without
a full complement of volunteers.
Best wishes for a happy and peaceful year in
2019.

Neighbourhood Watch
Anne McCord Chairman
01284 735253  
annemccord448@btinternet.com

Advice from your Local Team

Hospital Chaplaincy
Heather Corbell 07730 221121

When anyone from Horringer is in hospital, of
course, they usually have family and/or
friends to visit. However, sometimes
someone is in who doesn't have family
nearby, or who would just welcome an extra
visit, especially as I am there outside of
normal visiting times.
Just a text to let me know who, and which
ward if you know, means I can pop in and
have a brief chat (about general things, not
necessarily faith-related), and entirely if they
feel like it at the time.



News — Good Neighbours Scheme

In December we had our Christmas Lunch at
Rede where we had sole use of the Plough
again. 53 members enjoyed another delicious
Christmas Dinner. We acknowledged our
appreciation of the excellent service that we
always have from Joyce, Brian, Amy and staff
at the Plough by presenting a bouquet of
flowers to Joyce. Many thanks to Lyn Jones
for preparing this lovely bouquet.
Our December Afternoon Tea was made very
special by being close to Christmas and with
the Hall being so well decorated. We had a
‘posh tea’, a Secret Santa present for all, plus
the raffle which included a first prize of a

Christmas cake made by Gill Scott. In addition
to this the Little Lottie Christmas Draw was
made, which had the added bonus of the first
prize being won by one of our members,
Freda Thoms, who was present at the tea. I
would like to thank Helen and her team of
volunteers and helpers for the extra special
work in making this such a successful event.
In January we had a very informative
talk/presentation from Shelley Turner-
Dockery from the Suffolk Fire and Rescue
Service. The emphasis was on avoiding fires
at home, and much useful advice,
supplemented by some leaflets, was given.

Horringer Good Neighbour Scheme
Neighbours Helping Neighbours

Norman Hanford Chairman

Our afternoon teas and lunch club continue to be well attended with around 40 members
regularly coming to the Lunch Club and about 50 coming to the Afternoon Teas.
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At the February tea our knowledge (or lack
thereof!) of 50s and 60s music was put to the
test with a quiz prepared by our ‘resident DJ’,
Eve Greygoose.
I am pleased to announce that we have again
been able to book The Hut at Felixstowe for
our Summer Coach Trip which will take place
on Wednesday 12 June this year. Thanks to
Wendy and Geoff for doing the honours on
the phones this time.
Our February Lunch Club was tinged with
some sadness as we learnt of the death
earlier that day of Janet Thaxter, a regular
member, and our thoughts are with Brian and
her family.
As a reminder our help service is available to
anyone in the village who needs assistance

and our volunteers are able to offer the
following services:
•Occasional transport to doctors/hospital etc
•Shopping/prescription collection 
•Minor household repairs
•Help with pets/dog walking
•Form-filling/letter writing
•Befriending
•An open invitation to out monthly Afternoon

Tea on the 3rd Thursday of every month
If anyone would like to come to any of our or
other village events but need transport or
assistance, please call the on-call mobile
number listed below.
To request any of these services just call
07532 274795 Mon to Fri 9.00am to 5.30pm.
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News — Horringer and Ickworth WI

Well, Christmas is done and dusted as is the
New Year, which I hope you enjoyed, and I
guess it’s still not too late to send good
wishes for 2019. Although it is minus
degrees outside the evenings are beginning
to get lighter and there is definitely a hint
of Spring around the corner.
So, what have the WI been up to? Our last
two meetings have been very much
homespun events, which are always good
fun. Our December meeting saw us making,
ribbon angels, cards, boxes and Christmas
decorations, we also enjoyed a delicious
buffet provided by members. As in previous
years we presented wrapped gifts to
representatives from the Women’s Refuge in
Bury St Edmunds, these gifts are aimed at the
women themselves rather than the children
so they tend to be soaps, hand creams, body
lotions etc. which are a luxury to the ladies
who receive them. We have now done this for
three years and I guess it is something we will
hopefully continue to do.
As our January meeting was on the 1st, we
moved it to the afternoon of the 15th.
Following our usual business, we had a Beetle
Drive, which is always good fun, no skill
needed just good luck with the dice, followed
by cakes, tea and a jolly good chat, which we
are all experts at. 
So, onto things to come this year, our 101st
year, as always we have a mixed programme
of events, including an Image and Style
Consultant Lorraine Callow who is the BBC
Radio Suffolk’s stylist, a Hypnotist later in the
year and of course we always have a summer
event in July. 

A group of us are off to Norwich to see
‘Calendar Girls’ later this month. I don’t think
it will inspire our WI to make a calendar for
2020, but I am sure we will enjoy it.
Finally, we note with sadness the passing of
our member Janet Thaxter, and our thoughts
are with her family. She will be missed, not
least by the handbell team!
There is always something going on in the WI
whether its is within our own group or the
wider Federation, do you enjoy singing, do
you enjoy crafts or do you just enjoy the
fellowship of women? If so perhaps 2019
could be the year you decide to join us.
Our programme for the next few months is
included in ‘Dates for your Diary’.

Horringer and Ickworth WI
Maria Mallan  Press Secretary
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News — Horringer & Ickworth WI

Winners – November 2018
1st Prize – Gordon Hughes  £60
2nd Prize – Gill Drury  £25
3rd Prize – Amy West  £15
Winners – December 2018
1st Prize – Lisa Lawrence  £60
2nd Prize – David Brown  £25
3rd Prize – Linda Harris  £15
Winners – January 2019
1st Prize – Mike & June Sandry  £60
2nd Prize – Keith Bishop  £25
3rd Prize – Danny and Sean Fawcett  £15

The Christmas Bonus Draw for 2018 was held
at The Good Neighbours Christmas Tea on
Thursday 20 December. We were delighted to
offer an increase in the prize money this year.
We were also thrilled when the first prize
winner was in the hall at the time.
Congratulations to the lucky winners:
1st prize – Freda Toms £100
2nd prize – Vivien Pearson £75
3rd prize – Elizabeth Grant £50
The renewals are now due, £12 per stake per
year.
Thank you to everyone who have already paid
by standing order, this helps us tremendously
with our administration. Thank you, also, to
many of you paying at The Pop Up Coffee
Shop in January, it was much appreciated.
Whilst we try to recruit new stake holders
each year, we do have a few gaps to fill. Sadly,
we always find this at renewal  time. It is
hoped to maintain our numbers again this
year in order to have an ‘Extra Bonus Draw’
again next Christmas. Who knows, it could be
increased again if our numbers allow!
We are thrilled to report that in January we
presented The Community Council with a
cheque  for £1,313 to help with the ‘upkeep’ of
our hall. That is now a fantastic £7,591.00
since we started. A BIG THANK YOU for
supporting  your community, we couldn’t
have done it without you.
Yes, you do have to be ‘in it to win it’. 
Good Luck.

Little Lottie News
Anne Bishop  01284 735609

Brian Thaxter  01284 735754
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Ickworth Park cricket ground will play host to
a variety of fixtures during the forthcoming
season, the highlight being our annual
festival day to be held on Sunday 14 July.
Last year we were blessed with glorious
weather & a good sized crowd gathered to
watch Horringer retain the trophy. A good
range of refreshments will again be available
at this year’s event with Lord Frederick
attending to present the winner’s trophy &
make the grand raffle draw.
Teams from Whepstead and Lidgate/Ousden
will provide the competition to hosts
Horringer & Barrow for a round robin series of
limited overs cricket.
Please make Sunday 14 July a diary date for
a family fun day out.
Horringer CC will play their Sunday league
fixtures in Division 3 of the Hunts County Bats
league with matches starting at 1.30pm
Barrow CC entertain various local villages &
touring sides for friendly matches, with a
local derby at the end of the season 

Cricket matches in Ickworth Park in 2019:
28 April HCC v Milden
5 May BCC v Kirtling
12 May HCC v Freston
19 May HCC v Risby
26 May HCC v Hadleigh
2 June BCC v Lidgate
9 June BCC v Whepstead 
16 June HCC v Twinstead
6 July BCC v Holkham Estate
14 July FESTIVAL DAY with 10am start 
20 July BCC v Earlswood
28 July BCC v BBC Bushmen 
11 August HCC v Long Melford
18 August BCC v Stansfield 
8 September HCC v Thurston
15 September HCC v BCC 
local end of season derby 
Do come along to watch – all support is
warmly welcome 
Photograph from last year’s Cricket Festival
(Horringer bowling, Barrow Buccaneers
batting) by Mecha Morton, courtesy Bury Free
Press / Iliffe Media

Horringer Cricket Club

Tim Jones







The new Scout HQ is just about finished after a final coat of paint and some cleaning up.
We are now working on fitting out the storage area, deciding what we need to purchase to
make the kitchen work well, doing a bit more landscaping and getting a fire safety
assessment in place.

The Group thanks West Suffolk Youth Trust for
their final donation and Karen Soons for a
donation from her Locality Budget which will
cover the last little bits of the building work.

Scout Fundraiser
The Scouts have been doing some
fundraising for some new equipment for the
new building. You may have spotted them
around the village doing a clothes recycling
collection in February. This raised £280 and
the Scouts will decide how it will be spent
over the next few weeks. Our thanks go to
everyone who donated items or helped the
Scouts with the delivery and collection of
bags.

1st Horringer Scout Group

Family Camp
The whole Group (Beavers, Cubs and Scouts)
have been invited to attend a family camp at
the Bradfield camp site in July. They will be
able to bring along their family members to
the camp so it should be great fun. This is the
first time we’ve tried an event like this and we
hope it will encourage each section to mix
together a bit more and make the move up
from one section to the next a little easier.
There will be a wide range of activities on
offer as well as the usual camp fire fun.
If you would like to get involved with the
group please get in touch.
Photographs by Mark Westley, courtesy Bury
Free Press / Iliffe Media.

1sthorringersl@gmail.com
Catherine Williams  Group Scout Leader (07900 282923)
Claire Osborne Chairperson (01284 735483)
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News — Scout Group
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2019 is a busy year for Ickworth and we are
excited to share with you many of our
projects that start this spring! 

Multi-Use Trail
Ickworth has been chosen as a site for a
multi-use trail, with funding from Sports
England. Construction will begin in March and
will take up to three months to complete.
Research has shown that more people are
using the park at Ickworth, but for some it’s
still hard to access. It’s one of the East of
England’s most iconic estates, and, being one
of the largest in the area, has enough space
to allow a variety of visitors to enjoy different
activities. The trail will be able to fulfil our
visitors’ needs, and also give us the funds to
upgrade many areas which are under heavy
use and in need of repair. 
The new route has been given planning
approval and takes into
account many existing
pathways and historic
viewpoints from around
the estate. We have had
positive feedback from
the various external
consultants regarding the
route including the
Ancient Tree Forum and
the Woodlands Trust.

Please be patient with us during this
construction period as some paths may have
to close or be restricted. Please do speak to a
member of the Visitor Experience Team
should you have any questions. After the
construction period, the route will require a
settling-in period of a month, so we are
looking to hold an official community launch
on Saturday 31 August, which you will hear
more about in the coming months. 

Porters Lodge
Combined with the Multi-use trail project is
our development of Porter’s Lodge Café.
Porter’s Lodge is a multi-use space situated at
the main visitor entry to Ickworth. It is a
Grade 1 listed building as it forms part of the
curtilage of the Grade 1 listed Ickworth
House. It is currently used for basic outdoor
food and beverage, and visitor reception and

Abbi Lang

Senior Visitor Experience and Marketing Officer

abbi.lang@nationaltrust.org.uk

Ickworth
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News — National Trust Ickworth

membership, but the current
facilities are not adequate to enable
us to welcome the anticipated
additional visitors that will visit
Ickworth to use the new multi-use
cycle trail route. It is also not
meeting the needs of our visitors
who want an indoor food and
beverage space that is suitable for
visitors using our outdoor spaces.
The project will significantly
improve the existing food and
beverage offer for these outdoor visitors. It
will increase outdoors seating numbers by
approximately 50% and create a new indoor,
dog friendly seating area for around 30
people, allowing all visitors to use the space
throughout the year. The café itself will be
increased in size, giving space to a larger food
preparation area which means we can offer
visitors an enhanced food and beverage offer,
including some hot food. Visitor reception will
remain at Porter’s Lodge during the summer
months, and (as you may have noticed us
trialling this winter) move to the Plant and
Garden Shop during those quieter winter
months. The construction works for this will
continue throughout March, so the café will
temporarily close until Easter; however we
will be looking to introduce a temporary hot
beverage offer nearby.

Ickworth Uncovered
Lastly, the biggest project for Ickworth in
2019 is Ickworth Uncovered, a multi-million
pound conservation project to ensure
Ickworth is fit for the future. The iconic
Rotunda, the original vision of the Earl Bishop
in 1795, has stood proudly in the Suffolk
countryside for many years. However, like
any house, it needs support and protection to
make sure it will stand for generations to
come. 

Thanks to the generosity of our supporters
we shall be able to look after the special
historic collection at Ickworth for ever, for
everyone, and later this year, that will mean
the start of work to make some repairs to
Ickworth’s roofs and ensure it is standing for
years to come.
We shall be mending leaks, adding lightning
protection and re-tiling the roof of the
Rotunda. The conservation works will last
until summer of 2020. It is going to be the
biggest conservation works that Ickworth has
ever undertaken, not least because it will also
see the movement of 2,500 items from
storage whilst the work is happening. This
collection move was a huge feat of work for
our House team at the beginning of the year,
and when visitors explore the House they will
be able to see some of these items on display
for the first time! Scaffolding will begin to
appear on the Rotunda during this summer,
and later in this year we will launch our brand-
new visitor experience to coincide with the
conservation works, including an art
installation and a new House exhibition. 
We are incredibly excited about the year
ahead and are keen for visitors and the local
community to get involved. If you have any
questions about these projects please do
email me. 
Photographs courtesy National Trust Images.



News — Horringer Pre-School

We have had a very busy start to the Spring
term and have welcomed six new families
to our pre-school family this term. The
children have been learning about the
Chinese New Year, the weather (including
weather related nursery rhymes) and of
course Valentines Day! The children have
also enjoyed home and construction role
play; including a conversion of the indoor
climbing frame into a house! The children
also enjoyed the snow at the end of
January!

Open Morning – come and see us!
For anyone with a child/children approaching 2
or 3 years old, we will be hosting an open
morning on Saturday 9 March 2019 - 10.30am–
12.30pm. Come and see our pre-school, chat to
staff and some of our current parents. Children
welcome! We are on Meadow Drive, next to
Ickworth Park Primary School. 

Horringer Acorn Project News! 

2018 an amazing year! 
We had a very busy 2018! We had a very
successful Pudding & Punch night (we
hope everyone enjoyed the fruits of
their labour on the big day) and we had
an amazing time organising the village
Christmas tree light switch-on. We also
received several grants including
£1,149.80 from the Fonnereau Road
Health Foundation for new SEN
equipment and a very generous
donation of £1,000 from the Horringer
and Ickworth WI. 
At the end of 2018 the total funds
raised stood at £81,267. Thank you to
everyone for your continued support. 

Looking Forward to 2019...
Kids Café d'amour! – 2019 got off to a
good start on Friday 22 February at
the Community Centre with our half
term kids café with a love theme!
Activities included homemade biscuit
decorating, junk modelling, a special
valentines message board, heart
paper chains and homemade
playdough, with cakes, biscuits,
hot/cold drinks, jacket potatoes and
wraps available. 

Horringer Pre-School
Nicola Barber



News — Horringer Pre-School

Steff’s Magic Bubbles (www.magicbubbles.co.uk) –
Steff is one of the few professional Bubblologists in East
Anglia. Steff and her bubble show will be joining us for a
morning of fundraising on Tuesday 9 April 2019 at the
Community Centre. Children and adults alike will be
amazed at the different things that bubbles can do. You'll
see smoke-filled bubbles, giant bubbles and even
children inside bubbles! 
In addition to these events we hope to be hosting
another quiz night in the village. We will post details of
all events on our Facebook page once details have been
finalised; also look out for our posters around the village. 
For information about the Acorn Project, the Pre-School
or to arrange a free taster session; please get in touch on
01284 735181 or by emailing
manager@horringerpreschool.co.uk; please also visit our
Facebook pages www.facebook.com/hppublic and
www.facebook.com/horringeracornproject to keep up to
date with our Pre-School news, weekly topics and
fundraising events. You can also visit our website
www.horringerpreschool.co.uk.



INSPIRE   CHALLENGE   NURTURE   BELONG 
These four words feature on our school logo. Recently we discussed as staff and governors
if we thought they continued to resonate with us as part of our vision and values for our
school. Unanimously we agreed that they continue to reflect what we believe our school
ethos is built upon.
In January our Year 5 & 6 children went to the
O2 in London to perform in a Young Voices
Concert along with other schools from all
over the country and alongside famous
personalities including Tony Hadley. The
children had been practising their songs since
before Christmas, and they had also
fundraised for T-shirts for every child to wear
to the concert. By the time the big day
arrived there was a huge sense of anticipation
and excitement in school. 

Ickworth Park Primary School
Denise Burrell   Headteacher

The staff and children set off on a coach at
midday and weren’t expected back at school
until midnight. I was secretly panicking
because the weather forecast was for snow
(those of you who have read my previous
newsletters will know how much I dread
that!) Many parents were travelling down to
the O2 for the evening concert. I would like to
share some quotes with you from the children
and parents who attended the concert:
‘Young Voices was amazing! I thought that it
was a very enthusiastic environment;
everyone sounded as though they were
singing their best. Also the O2 was
spectacular; the arena was huge and filled
with sound. The performance was an
experience I will never forget.’
‘Wow, what an amazing experience for both
the parents and the children! Best concert I’ve
been to in years. Thank you to EVERYONE
who made this happen. It is something the
children will remember forever.’



‘What a wonderful evening! A fantastic and
uplifting experience they will never forget.’
‘When all of the celebrities were introduced
to us it was a magical moment. Tony Hadley
came on stage and all of our teachers hearts
melted, especially Mrs Woodley’s! My
favourite was Beau Dermott because she has
got an amazing voice. Although my night is
over it is one I will never forget!’
‘It was an awesome, once in a lifetime
experience!’
‘It was the best day of my life!’
Meanwhile I was back at school armed with a
long list of contact details for everyone just in
case there was an emergency. Predictably it
began to snow at 7pm. Thankfully everyone
was inside the O2 and blissfully unaware of
the weather conditions outside. I can report
that everyone arrived home safely, despite
some snowy road conditions, and all were
tucked up safely in bed by 1am. 
Amazingly everyone turned up for school the
next day on time! The staff who had been to
the concert couldn’t stop talking about what
a great experience it had been and how well
behaved our children were. The children were
just walking round school with huge grins on
their faces.
That’s just one event on one day in the life of
our school. However I think it completely
encapsulates those four words at the top of
the page. The children were inspired by their
experience at the O2, they had been
challenged to perform and give their best,
they were supported by their teachers, family
and friends and they felt an overwhelming
sense of belonging, not just to our school but
also of belonging to a much bigger
community that night in the O2 arena.
When I spoke to Year 5 children recently
about life at Ickworth Park one child
remarked that school wasn’t just about Maths
and Literacy but about all the extra things we
did like the O2 concert, Christmas
productions, singing in the choir and the

sports events we attended. There was a lot of
nodding of heads in agreement.
Overwhelmingly our children know that these
things are an intrinsic part of what makes
attending our school special, they recognise
that they are having experiences and
developing skills that they can draw upon in
the future.
If you look on our website at the Larch &
Willow class pages you can see more photos
& film clips of the O2 event the preparations
for it, and you may even catch a little bit of
the atmosphere and feel the excitement of
the night!



11.30am.  Admission is £2.50
which includes activities, tea,
coffee & snacks for the little
ones. A 50p extra charge per
accompanying sibling/adult
applies.

Children’s Nearly
New Sales
Saturday 23rd March 2–4pm
Saturday 18th May 2–4pm
Pitches are from £7 – book in
advance, maternity to teen.

Horringer Hedgehogs Baby & Toddler Group
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Lisa Hasler Chair
lisahasler.wixsite.com/horringer-hedgehogs 
horringerhedgehogs@hotmail.co.uk  07772 200223
Hedgehogs celebrated Christmas with an end of year party. In total 66 children & babies
attended our special session, each got to meet Father Christmas. Thank you to Di & Jill our
WI helpers who helped at this session & of course to all our WI helpers.
This term we have lots of exciting events planned, including a holiday Easter craft & messy play
session on Tuesday 16 April 10–11.30am.  Booking is advised, get in touch for more details. 
Please do drop in any Tuesday
(term time) between 9.30-



Daffodils In Memory of Frank Lovegrove
Children from Hedgehogs, Horringer Pre-school & Horringer Court Middle School joined
together with local residents on Tuesday 27th November to plant daffodils around the
Christmas tree on the village green.
Frank will be missed by so many people and it is hoped when the daffodils are in bloom he will
be thought of each and every year.

News — Horringers Hedgehogs
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As we look forward to Spring with the snowdrops already out and our daffodil bulbs waiting to
burst into flower, we can smile at those dark winter days with no heat or electricity that our
beautiful little church has had to endure. 

On 16 December we had our Carols by Torch
and Candlelight – the church looked
magnificent and it was great to see Lord
Bristol and his lovely wife Meredith, who gave
one of our bible readings. We had about 150
people in our little church and much
appreciate the participation of our
harmonium player, Val Matthews, and also
the bible readers Jayne Gilbert, Richard Glinn
and Derek Woodhead, thank you all! 
We have already started putting our events
together for 2019, and are delighted to say
we are trying out a theatre production called
‘All Hail Macbeth’ with the Packing Shed
Theatre Company. Please do support us in
this venture as we hope to put on at least two
or three of these each year!
We recently attended the February fair that
the National Trust put on for staff and
volunteers and are delighted to say that we
have two more clock winders from it, plus
several enquiries for other roles, but we could
always do with more helpers or volunteers to

St Mary’s Church Ickworth

assist with making our visitors feel more
welcome (if you want to know more don’t
hesitate to contact me).
Don’t forget to visit our website
www.ickworthchurch.org.uk or Facebook.

Future Events
4 April – Full church tour including the Family
Vault and the clock tower (4.00pm)
5 May – Full church tour including the Family
Vault and the clock tower (10.00am)
8 June – Wedding blessing
12 June – Full church tour including the
Family Vault and the clock tower (10.00am)
6 July – Full church tour including the Family
Vault and the clock tower (4.00pm)
12 July – All Hail Macbeth – Theatre
production by Packing Shed Theatre
Company
For any of these events please contact John
Porter, Church Co-ordinator, on 735596 or
email: john@ickworthchurch.org.uk 

John Porter   Church Co-ordinator
01284 735596   john@ickworthchurch.org.uk



Litter Pick

Next Horringer Litter Pick – 
Sunday 24 March 2pm
Following the very sad passing of Buster (Bryan)
Crouch, the village has lost its environmental guardian
who worked along the village footpaths and grass
verges keeping Horringer litter-free. 
So as a mark of respect, on our next litter pick we will be
doing a cleanup within the village, picking litter off the
grass verges and footpaths alongside the A143, the
main road running through the village. We will meet at
the community centre at 2pm. Everyone is very
welcome to come along and help.  Please let me know if
you are coming so I can ensure that we borrow enough
equipment from the council.

Janice Frost
jfrost_08@yahoo.com  01284 736830 / 07432 354630





The Horringer Charities originally date from 1591, and exist to ‘assist the poor’ in Horringer.
Their current charitable objectives since 1963 are to give ‘for the benefit either of the poor of
the parish generally or such persons resident therein as they select’.
The Charities give at present £50 per household per annum to a small number of elderly and
less-well-off households in Horringer, for general household expenses. If you or somebody you
know may benefit from receiving a grant, please contact:
Mrs Ann Fawcett, Secretary, tel: 01284 736852
Revd Christopher Griffiths, Chair, tel: 01284 736839

Horringer Charities
Revd Christopher Griffiths

Trustee News
At our summer 2018 meeting we said a huge thank-you to Anne Bishop for her long service as
Secretary, from which post she stood down, remaining a trustee. We gratefully accepted Ann
Fawcett’s kind offer to serve as Secretary, effective immediately!

News — Horringers Charities
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Pond Cottage & Ickworth Park Memories
Diana Lee-Gobbitt  brookleebrady@gmail.com

I enjoyed reading Eric Lucas’s article ‘A History of Horringer’ on the
village website, and it inspired me to pen a few memories of my time
in Horringer.

received the bounty of
their egg laying! They
would only be allowed
to settle there once
the copper fire was
out, and were mostly
there for winter
warmth and to get away from Game Cock's
amourous games!
At age five, I assisted Mr and Mrs Gotts, when
Mr Gotts was Gamekeeper at Ickworth Park,
to skin and gut rabbits he shot in the park
grounds – I was paid ‘in rabbits’ to take home
to my mother and as a treat, received the
‘bob’ tail of the rabbit for my efforts!
The Blacksmith was visited every autumn to
collect copious amounts of walnuts from the
very ancient tree beside his workshop. If
memory serves correctly, the Blacksmith
Forge was almost opposite the Norman
Church. 
Nose bleeds were alleviated by lying on the
cold stone flags in the kitchen and an iron
door key was placed down the back of my
shirt (!) to assist further recovery.
We attended church every Sunday and
mother would sometimes play the organ.
One Harvest Festival, while standing in the
vestry chatting with the vicar, a ginger and
white harvest mouse ran out from sheaves of
corn into the Church Aisle – a woman next to
us ‘jumped onto the mouse’ killing it
immediately! This was murder at its most foul
in a sacred place. The vicar too was horrified
and proceeded to anrigily remonstrate to the

Feature — Pond Cottage and Ickworth Park
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My name is Diana Lee-Gobbitt
(Gobbits/Minns of Drinkstone Suffolk) – I was
born in Bury St Edmunds Hospital, as Diana
Lee, on 19 October 1943, daughter of
Dorothy Violet Lee (nee Gobbitt) and Arthur
John Lee, Royal Artillery, Foleshill.
My mother and I lived at Pond Cottage,
Horringer, not far from Ickworth Park, in
1948–49, next to public house also close to
the Pond bridge. My parents were seperated
at that time with my father living in Braintree,
Essex as Maintenance Engineer with
Courtaulds Silks.
Pond Cottage was surrounded by a delightful
garden in which we grew all our own
vegetables and kept our own chickens. A
Cox’s Orange Pippin apple tree was close to
the front gate. Box hedging followed fine
gravel paths around garden beds to chicken
run and eventually to the Elsan toilet area. A
special gooseberry and blackcurrant patch
was close by this area – when the toilet was
full, mother dug all refuse into the ground
which surrounded the gooseberry and
blackcurrant patch. The patch was well
covered with soil and compost/straw and lots
of watering in. Each year we enjoyed, and
shared with neighbours, the most largest and
most delicious gooseberries, black and
redcurrant fruits ever! (Goosegogs was the
word for gooseberries then!)
Chooks [chickens] were welcome to nest at
the back of our wash copper, just inside
kitchen door area. Straw was strewn along
concrete side and wall edges to ensure we
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woman. Mother and I carefully picked up this
dear creature and, with the vicar, buried it
with honourable ceremony, just around the
corner near the church tower. We placed a
bunch of daisies with corn stalks from the
sheaves, upon the harvest mouse grave.
I attended Horringer Primary School at age
five, and was unfortunately bullied due to
being different, ie ‘Tom Boy’ and wearing
glasses. I was pushed down school’s front
concrete steps which split my skull badly. Our
local doctor was able to stitch it up. From
then on but briefly, I attended a Catholic
School, St Mary’s, Bury St Edmunds for half a
day until we moved to Saville House, St
Mary’s Square, Newmarket in 1950.
Last but not least – Mother and I spent many
joyous hours in the woodland park area at
Ickworth – here I learned to strip a holly leaf
and blow gently through it to make music and
to bend a grass stalk between two thumbs
and blow gently to whistle! 

On a whim and a fancy, one evening when I
found a large oak tree stump I ran home to
get my rainbow Malingware teaset and took
it back to place on the oak tree stump. Honey
water in the tea pot was poured into the four
miniature cups to entice the fairies and
goblins to visit! On my return next morning
everything had disappeared and my mother
was not impressed! Another lesson learned!
I hope you may find my recollections of
interest. I now in my 76th year and live in
Windsor, Hawkesbury, NSW, Australia. My
cousin David Gobbitt lives Kesgrave, Suffolk –
he has traced our family back to around 900
AD when a Gobet was granted land by a local
Baron and we became ‘Yeoman Farmers’ until
around the 1920s in the Drinkstone /
Pakenham area.
With very best wishes and kindest regards,
cheers, Diana. 
Photo of Pond Cottage courtesy Zoopla.

Feature — Pond Cottage and Ickworth Park



Feature — Churches Together

Churches Together in Bury St. Edmunds 
and District   Heather Corbell
Chair, Churches Together in Bury St. Edmunds and District
https://together.ourchurchweb.org.uk/stedmundsbury/
‘More in common than divides us’ is a great tag-line, which I have borrowed from much of
the feeling in 2016 (after the death of Jo Cox MP). We can certainly apply this phrase to
Churches Together.

Churches Together in Bury St. Edmunds and
District involves churches across our town
and up to a 12-mile radius. We are over 50
churches altogether, of all Christian
denominations (listed on our web-site). 
It is a common mistake to think that this is an
ecumenical movement, however it is not for
the purpose of merging churches. Each
church is equally respected for its own style of
worship and leadership. We have a mission
statement which explains that although
different in some ways…’what we can do
together, we will’. This is why we have some
joint activities through the year – the Advent
service at the town’s Christmas Fayre, the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, the Walk
of Witness in the town centre on Good Friday,
some ‘Share and Study Groups’ in the
Summer, and an annual Church Greeting
exchanged between churches, this year at
Harvest.
We also have representation from some
cross-church organisations such as the
Suffolk Historic Churches Trust, Hospital
Chaplaincy, Fair Trade, the Bury Drop-In, Bury
Christian Youth, and Christian Aid.
What we have in common is the clear
message of the love of God shown through
Jesus Christ, our unity is in Him, and our
prayer and our aim is to share the gospel of
Christ, God’s love in action as well as in
words. We have a bond which is deeper than
organisational unity – what Christians often

call being the ‘Body of Christ’ as Jesus himself
prayed in John 17: ‘I in them…that they may
be one…that the world may know.’
Our next main event is the Walk of Witness on
Good Friday, 19 April, when many people will
be at the joint service in the Cathedral at
10.30am, and then we shall walk to the
Market Square where there will be a short
service including music and drama. You are,
of course, welcome to come to join in, or just
watch, any part or all of this event.



Waterson
Plumbing & Heating

General Plumbing•
Hot Water Cylinder •
Installations
Complete Bathroom •
Installations
Central Heating •
Installation and Upgrades
Oil Appliance Installation,•
Service and Repair
Oil Tank Supply and •
Installation

H: 01359 760528
M: 07828 639138

E: jeremy@watersonplumbing.com

Oftec C11683
Find us on Facebook



Bury Bach Choir will be singing Bach’s St
Matthew Passion in the Cathedral on
Saturday 6 April 2019. Bach’s choral
masterpiece tells the story of Jesus’s suffering
and death. It is twelve years since the Bury
Bach Choir last performed this wonderful
music, so this is a rare opportunity to hear
Bach’s masterpiece in our own cathedral
during Lent. For reserved seats you are
advised to book early. NB Please note earlier
than usual start time of 6.30pm
Soloists are Robert Murray (Evangelist/tenor),
Graeme Danby (Jesus), Fae Evelyn (soprano),
Valerie Reid (mezzo-soprano) & Tom Asher
(baritone). The Bury Bach Choir are joined by
the Suffolk Baroque Players and the Boy
Choristers of St Edmundsbury Cathedral, and
are conducted by Philip Reed.
Tickets from £16 (under-25s half-price) are
available from The Apex Box Office (01284
758000) or or online from the website.

St Matthew Passion – J S Bach
Bury Bach Choir  www.burybachchoir.co.uk
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Neighbourhood Watch Street Co-ordinators
Westley Lane / The Street to Manor Lane /
Community Centre   Anne Bishop
01284 735609   Padstow, Westley Lane
The Street (north) – Manor Lane, Park
Gates to College Close   Jill O'Kelly
01284 735461   Halfacot, The Street 
Hornings Park   Gabriella Marr
01284 735389   14 Hornings Park 
Manor Lane / Brook Close   Judith White
01284 735309   St Leonards House, Manor La
Meadow Drive / 13-18 Hornbeam Drive
Jan Cannon
01284 735484   17 Hornbeam Drive 
Holly Close / 19 & 20 Orchard Way
Judith Ball — 01284 735702  5 Holly Close 
1-18 Orchard Way   Ruth Knight
01284 735032   15 Orchard Way 
Hazel Drive / Hawthorn Drive
Anne McCord (Chair)
01284 735253   9 Hawthorne Drive 
29-49 Hornbeam Drive Margaret Spear
01284 735592   33 Hornbeam Drive 

The Beeches / The Limes vacant
The Oaks / 1-11 Hornbeam Drive
Diana McGaley
01284 735300   1 Orchard Way 
The Elms Tibor Pollerman
01284 735113  16 The Elms 
The Chestnuts / 21-27 Hornbeam Drive
Phil Colton
01284 735457   11 The Chesnuts 
College Close John Gill
01284 735361   College Close 
The Street (s0uth) – College Close to
Sharpes Lane   vacant
Sharpes Lane / Sharpes Green
Diane Stokes — 01284 735655
4 Sharpes Green 
Glebe Close James Hawksley
01284 735564   2 Glebe Close 
Chevington Road   Pauline Davison
01284 735034   4 Godfreys Cottages
Ickworth Park Dee Gathorne-Hardy
01284 735154   5 Dairy Cottages 

Transport
A1 Cars (Suffolk) Ltd 50
BW Vehicle Consultants 37
Education & Tuition
Charlotte School of Dance 7
Horringer Pre-School 31
Rachel Davies French & German 22
Pubs & Restaurants
The Beehive 14
Horringer Social Club 52
Food & Catering
Amazing Cakes by Jean 43
Care Services
Home Care 42
Drainage, Cleaning etc
Andy`s Jet Force 38
Eco Sweep Chimney Services 20
Jintana Taylor Home Cleaning 43
Sanders Sweeps & Installations 35
Rothwell’s Carpet Cleaning 27
Pest Control
A S Pest Control Services 38
Pest Solution 39
Building Services
AKH Roofing 22

Building Services (cont)
CLR Electrical 43
D Perrin Decorating 48
D Perrin Fencing 45
Fenland Garage Door Centre 25
Hart Carpentry 38
J Allum & S Millar Plastering Services 7
Martyn Webb Plumbing Services 22
Moffat Heating & Plumbing 46
Stewart Bracey Painter & Decorator 45
SW General Building 21
The Clean Plumber 24
Waterson Plumbing & Heating 43
Gardening, Trees & Landscaping
A1 Trees, Anglia Firewood etc 16
Garden of Weed’n 27
Lawnmower Repairs & Servicing 9
Leon Brown Arb-Agri Contracting 25
Upsy Daisy Gardeners 8
Health & Beauty
Alexander Technique 24
Anita Tyas 38
Christie’s Nail Care 39
Willow Reflexology 24
Vacancies
Horringer Manor 48



Your advertisement 

could be here...

A quarter page costs 
less than £11 per quarter,
and is delivered free of

charge to nearly 
500 households 

in Horringer.

See page 2 for 
more details.
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Village Contacts

Borough Councillor
Terry Clements 01284 827161
Bury Shuttlers Badminton Club
Nick Dawson 01284 763760
Carpet Bowls Club
Ron Long 01284 762111
Community Centre Booking
Lisa Hasler 07947 592013

horringerhallbookings@gmail.com
Community Council Chair
Wendy Cullingworth 01284 735044
County Councillor
Karen Soons 07864 601887

karen.soons@suffollk.gov.uk
Cricket Club
Tim Jones 01284 735234
Gentle Walking Group
Margaret Chapman 01284 735939
Horringer Group Scout Leader
Catherine Williams Group Leader 07900 282923
Claire Osborne Chairperson 07900 282923
1st Horringer Beavers
Catherine Williams 07900 282923
1st Horringer Cubs
John Fairlie 07977 252866
1st Horringer Guides
Polly Barfoot 01284 735292
1st Horringer Scouts
Paul Markwick 07587 186971
Horringer Gardening Club
Polly Barfoot 01284 735292
WI
Maggie Glavin President 01284 735741
Margaret Chapman Secretary 01284 735939
Horringer Social Club
Jan Frary 01284 735504
Horringer Social Club Football Club
Matthew Billings Secretary 07909 835691

Horringer Crafts
Ms Terrie Jones 01440 705202
Horringer Diary
Kevin Slingsby 01284 848202

diaryeditor@horringer.org.uk
Good Neighbour Scheme
Norman Hanford 01284 736810
Horringer Oil Buying Syndicate
Jeremy Cole 01954 719452
Horringer Pre-school
Stephie Page 01284 735181
Horringer Singers
Jan Emerson 01284 735638
Ickworth Park Primary School
Denise Burrell 01284 735337

www.ickworthpark.suffolk.sch.uk
Little Lottie
Brian Thaxter 01284 735754
Anne Bishop 01284 735609
Neighbourhood Watch
Anne McCord 01284 735253
Hedgehogs Parents & Toddler Group
Lisa Hasler 07772 200223
Parish Clerk
Marilyn Bottomley 01284 789303
Petanque Team
Glen Billings 01284 735528
Press Correspondent
Robin Davies 01284 735772

robindavies286@btinternet.com
St Leonard’s Church
Revd Christopher Griffiths Rector 01284 736839



Useful Information

Websites
Horringer Village
www.horringer.suffolk.gov.uk
St Edmundsbury Borough Council
www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk
Suffolk County Council
www.suffolkcc.gov.uk
BBC Radio Suffolk
www.bbc.co.uk/radiosuffolk
Suffolk Libraries
www.suffolklibraries.co.uk
Suffolk On Board Passenger Transport
www.suffolkonboard.com
Ickworth Park Primary School
www.ickworthpark.suffolk.sch.uk
Samaritans
www.samaritans.org

Mobile Library
Stop 19A – Pre-School
Four-weekly on Thursdays 9:15-9:40am
28 March, 25 April, 23 May, 20 June
Stop 15A – Meadow Drive
Four-weekly on Sundays 9:30-9:50am
24 March, no visit in April, 19 May, 16 June
Managers – Carl Bell & Kevin Lambert
help@suffolklibraries.co.uk   01473 351249

Buses
The timetable opposite shows information
for services between Horringer and Bury St
Edmunds (14, 15, 374) in outline – for full
details see www.suffolkonboard.com, where
you can also find information about Trains
and Connecting Communities Transport
Services.
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Bus Timetable




