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Opinions expressed in the Horringer
Diary are those of the originator or
contributor and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Editor or the
Community Council. The Editor
reserves the right to amend
contributions, and the decision is final.

Neither the Editor nor the Community
Council endorse any product or service
advertised in the Diary.

Please note that the Diary copy cut-
off date for the Winter edition is
Friday 1 November. Please submit all
copy for inclusion to the Diary Editor
by this date via email to
diaryeditor@horringer.org.uk.

Diary Advertising

If you would like to advertise in the
Diary and reach our diverse
demographic to promote your business
or event, the rates are as follows:

1/4 page – £12 / £43 for 1 / 4 issues
1/2 page - £24  / £86 for 1 / 4 issues
Full page - £44 / £152 for 1 / 4 issues

All charges are payable in advance.

The diary is delivered free of charge to
all households in Horringer & Ickworth
(nearly 500 houses), and to local
organisations. For further details, email
diaryads@horringer.org.uk.

Horringer Diary is published by
Horringer Community Council, and
printed by Tradeprint, 3 Luna Place,
Dundee, DD2 1TP.

The front cover photograph of the east
side of The Street, showing Lady Bristol
Cottages, Lucas Cottages, Weavers
Cottages and The Old Rectory in the
background is by Kevin Slingsby.

In Horringer Diary — Autumn 2019
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Editorial 

Welcome to the
Autumn 2019 edition
of the Horringer Diary!
I hope you have all had
an restful summer, and
have been able to

make the most of the splendid weather we
have enjoyed.
It has certainly been an eventful Summer, and
the following pages are testament to the
vibrancy of our village life, with the village
summer fair entering a new lease of life,
another successful cricket festival, the church
strawberry tea, the Horringer Singers concert,
and drama in Ickworth Church to name a few.

New Beginnings
Now we turn to the Autumn, a time of new
beginnings in so many ways – the pattern of
the school year dictates so much more than
just school pupils! – and maybe this is the
time to have a good look at everything going
on in our village and perhaps start something
new! There are lots of informative talks on
offer from WI, Church, Gardening Club;
various concerts in the Church and
Community Centre; an exciting new work to
perform with  the Horringer Singers;
opportunities to support the work of the
Community Council or Parish Council; or
simply joining others for some gentle
walking; the list goes on!

School Crossing
As we go to press, and the children are about
to return to school, we still do not have a
School Crossing Patrol in place – please give
thought to whether you know anyone who
might fill this vacancy – details on page 37.

The Diary Grows
The Diary continues to reflect what is going
on, and as it does, it grows – recent issues
have been at the limit of what our printers
can achieve in the current format, ie ‘saddle-
stitched’ (a stapled booklet), so we may have
to move to a different format such as ‘perfect
bound’ (pages glued together with a spine),
which although more expensive, will still be
within our income. However, for this edition, I
have found an alternative printer who can
accommodate a few extra pages in the
current format!

Kevin Slingsby

From the Editor
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Diary — September 2019

Sunday 1 September
11.00am Morning Prayer, refreshments 

afterwards  St Leonard’s
Monday 2 September
11.30am Monthly Prayer Group  St Leonard’s
Tuesday 3 September
12.30pm GNS Lunch Club  The Plough, Rede
7.30pm WI  Hypnotist Benjamin Ryan 

Community Centre
Thursday 5 September
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am WI Pop-up Coffee Shop  Comm Ctr
7.30pm Horringer Singers restarts  

Community Centre
Saturday 7 September
9.30am Farmers’ Market  Community Centre

Elvis Night Social Club
Sunday 8 September
9.30am Mobile Library  Meadow Drive
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
1.30pm Horringer CC v Thurston 

Ickworth Park Cricket Ground
Monday 9 September
7:30pm Gardening Club  Creating a Cottage 

Garden Rodney Tibbs
Community Centre

Tuesday 10 September
9.30am Hedgehogs reopens  

Community Centre 
10.00am Full Church Tour  St Mary’s Ickworth
Thursday 12 September
9.15am Mobile Library  Pre-School
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s

Saturday 14 September
9.00am Ride & Stride from St Leonard’s
Sunday 15 September
11.00am All-Age Service – Harvest Festival, 

bring & share lunch afterwards  
St Leonard’s

1.30pm Horringer CC v Barrow CC 
Ickworth Park Cricket Ground

Monday 16 September
7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Community Centre Committee Room
Thursday 19 September
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am Gentle Walkers Ickworth Park Gates
3.00pm GNS Afternoon Tea

Community Centre
Friday 20 September
7.30pm St Leonard’s Lecture – Dr Rodney 

Holder St Leonard’s
Sunday 22 September
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
Thursday 26 September
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
3.00pm Tea & Cake  St Leonard’s
Friday 27 September
7.30pm St Edmundsbury In Tune Concert

Phil Brown Community Centre
Saturday 28 September
2–4pm Children’s Nearly New Sale

Community Centre
Sunday 29 September
10.00am All-age Benefice Service

St Mary’s Westley

Diary Dates
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Diary — October / November 2019

Tuesday 1 October
7.30pm WI Suffolk Cheeses with Jason and 

Katherine Salisbury  Comm Centre
Thursday 3 October
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am WI Pop-up Coffee Shop  Comm Ctr
Saturday/Sunday 5/6 October

Wood and Craft Fair Ickworth
Saturday 5 October
9.30am Farmers’ Market  Community Centre
Sunday 6 October
9.30am Mobile Library  Meadow Drive
11.00am Morning Prayer, refreshments 

afterwards  St Leonard’s
Monday 7 October
11.30am Monthly Prayer Group  St Leonard’s
Tuesday 8 October
12.30pm GNS Lunch Club  The Plough, Rede
Thursday 10 October
9.15am Mobile Library  Pre-School
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
Saturday 12 October
10.30am MacMillan Coffee Morning  

Hawstead Village Hall
Sunday 13 October
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
Monday 14 October
7:30pm Gardening Club  Butterflies

Dr Ian Bedford Community Centre
Thursday 17 October
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am Gentle Walkers Ickworth Park Gates
3.00pm GNS Afternoon Tea and AGM

Community Centre

Saturday 19 October
7.30pm Edmund Octet & Classic Femme

St Leonard’s
Sunday 20 October
11.00am All-Age Service, refreshemnts

afterwards  St Leonard’s
Monday 21 October
7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Community Centre Committee Room
Tuesday 22 October
2.00pm Hedgehogs Halloween Play, Craft 

and Disco  Community Centre
Wednesday 23 October
10.00am DIY Day Community Centre
Thursday 24 October
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
3.00pm Tea & Cake  St Leonard’s
Friday 25 October
10.00am Pre-School Halloween Magic Show

Community Centre
7.30pm St Edmundsbury In Tune Concert

Kevin Grunill Community Centre
Saturday 26 October

Party Night with Disco Social Club
Sunday 27 October
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
Thursday 31 October
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
Friday 1 November

Winter Diary deadline
6:30pm Choral Evensong for All Souls Day

St Leonard’s
Saturday 2 November
9.30am Farmers’ Market  Community Centre

Diary Dates
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Diary — November / December 2019

Sunday 3 November
9.30am Mobile Library  Meadow Drive
11.00am Morning Prayer, refreshments 

afterwards  St Leonard’s
Monday 4 November
11.30am Monthly Prayer Group  St Leonard’s
Tuesday 5 November
12.30pm GNS Lunch Club  The Plough, Rede
2.00pm WI  Vision for Bangladesh – Rachel 

Ward Community Centre
Wednesday 6 November
10:00am St Leonard`s Day Eucharist, coffee 

and cake afterwards  St Leonard’s
Thursday 7 November
9.15am Mobile Library  Pre-School
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am WI Pop-up Coffee Shop  Comm Ctr
Sunday 10 November
10.45am Remembrance Day Service with 

St Mary Westley  St Leonard’s
Monday 11 November
7:30pm Gardening Club  Keeping Pests at 

Bay the Natural Way – Pippa 
Greenwood Community Centre

Thursday 14 November
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
Saturday 16 November
7.30pm Bury Bach Choir Brahms Requiem 

and The Armed Man  The Apex, BSE
Sunday 17 November
11.00am All-Age Service & Stewradship 

Thanksgiving, refreshemnts
afterwards  St Leonard’s

Monday 18 November
7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Community Centre Committee Room
Thursday 21 November
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am Gentle Walkers Ickworth Park Gates
2.30pm GNS Afternoon Tea

Community Centre
Friday 22 November–Friday 6 December

Ickworth’s Light Nights Ickworth
Friday 22 November
7.30pm St Edmundsbury In Tune Concert

Dirkjan Ranzjin Community Centre
Saturday 23 November
2–4pm Children’s Nearly New Sale

Community Centre
GLU Local Covers Band Social Club

Sunday 24 November
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
Thursday 28 November
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
3.00pm Tea & Cake  St Leonard’s
Sunday 1 December
9.30am Mobile Library  Meadow Drive
11.00am Christingle Service, refreshments 

afterwards  St Leonard’s
Monday 2 December
11.30am Monthly Prayer Group  St Leonard’s
Tuesday 3 December
12.30pm GNS Lunch Club Christmas Lunch

The Plough, Rede
7.30pm WI  Community Centre

Diary Dates



Thursday 5 December
9.15am Mobile Library  Pre-School
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am WI Pop-up Coffee Shop  Comm Ctr
Saturday 7 December
9.30am Farmers’ Market  Community Centre
2:00pm Christmas Fayre St Leonard’s
Sunday 8 December
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
Monday 9 December
7:30pm Gardening Club  Floral 

Demonstration  Community Centre
Tuesday 10 December
9.30am Hedgehogs Christmas Party

Community Centre 
Thursday 12 December
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
7.30pm Horringer Singers Christmas 

Oratorio  Community Centre
Saturday 14 December
7.30pm Bury Bach Choir A Christmas 

Celebration  Lavenham Church
Sunday 15 December
11.00am Carol Service, refreshemnts

afterwards  St Leonard’s
Monday 16 December
7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Community Centre Committee Room
Thursday 19 December
9.30am Morning Prayer  St Leonard’s
10.00am Gentle Walkers Ickworth Park Gates
2.30pm GNS Christmas Afternoon Tea

Community Centre

Diary Dates

Diary — December 2019

Friday 20 December
7.30pm St Edmundsbury In Tune Concert

Pete Shaw Community Centre
Sunday 22 December
11.00am Eucharist, refreshments afterwards 

St Leonard’s
2.30pm Carols by Torchlght

St Mary’s Ickworth
Tuesday 24 December
5:00pm Crib Service St Leonard’s
11:30pm Midnight Eucharist

St Petronilla’s Whepstead
Wednesday 25 December
11:00am All-Age Eucharist  St Leonard’s
Sunday 29 December
9.30am Mobile Library  Meadow Drive
10.00am All-age Benefice Service, 

St Petronilla’s Whepstead
Tuesday 31 December

Casino Night Social Club



Community Centre
The Parish Council has been pleased to help
fund the re-roofing of the Community Centre.
The work, carried out over the summer, has
been ably project managed by Bryan Stokes
and should ensure that water ingress
problems are a thing of the past.

Play Area 
Health and Safety work is to be carried out to
the play area in Holly Close. Improved fencing
is to be erected to prevent footballs landing in
neighbouring gardens although we may have
to apply for planning permission due to height
restrictions. We are also repairing flooring
and carrying out work on various fittings.

Highways Issues
We continue to apply pressure on Suffolk
Highways to resolve various highway
problems around the village. We still await
work on A143 pavements, highway markings
and also signage in key locations.

Public Forum
Members of the public are most welcome to
attend our monthly meetings and particularly
to raise any village issues or concerns that
you may have at our Public Forum item at the
beginning of each meeting at 7.30pm. 

Parish Councillor Vacancy
As reported in the last diary, we have a Parish
Council vacancy and would encourage anyone
who may be interested in joining us to get in
touch. The commitment is not great and it is an
interesting opportunity to support and represent
the village in a variety of ways. If you would like to
know more, please contact our Clerk (see below).

Parish Clerk
We are delighted to welcome our new Clerk,
Michelle Thompson, who knows Horringer
well and is our point of contact on all Parish
Council issues and enquiries – she can be
contacted on 01284 765447 or
thehorringercumickworthclerk@aol.com.

Parish Council 
Peter Crofts  Parish Councillor

News — Horringer-cum-Ickworth Parish Council

Community Centre DIY Day

Wednesday 23 October  9am–4pm

Drop in at any time, for as much 
or little time as you can spare...



News — Horringer-cum-Ickworth Community Council

Reading and Drinking, 
Preferably Simultaneously
The Borough Council have written to us
recently to say that they will be raising the
rate for recycling in two stages. One has
already been implemented. As a result we
received £750.92 for the period of October
2018 to March 2019. This was more than our
previous grant even though we recycled
fewer papers and bottles. Please try to use
our paper and bottle banks as much as you
can so that we benefit from this worthwhile
scheme.

No More Buckets
With virtually no disruption to the hall we
have acquired a splendid new roof which is
guaranteed for 20 years and may well last
longer than that. We were able to re-roof the
large shed at the same time. Bryan Stokes
patiently filled in endless forms and as a
result we secured funding in full. Our grateful
thanks go to the National Lottery Community
Fund, Sport England, Councillor Karen Soons,
Horringer Parish Council and
the Suffolk Community
Foundation Miller Trust.

It’s Curtains!
We are currently renovating the
side curtains and tracks and
arranging to have the stage
curtain mechanism repaired.
This has been necessary
because of damage. This work
should be completed by the end
of October. So please curb your
instincts to swing on the
curtains!

Community Council 
Robin Davies

And We Are Floored!
Over the summer we have had the hall floor
resealed and will have a new dishwasher
within the next couple of weeks. 

Car Park Surrounds
Our next project involves cultivating the car
park surrounds to plant flowering shrubs this
winter. Any offers of help will be gratefully
received!

DIY Day
Thank you to eveyone who helped in the last
DIY Day in June. There are still things to do,
so we are holding another DIY day on
Wednesday 23 October (9am–4pm). Every
little helps, so even if you only spare a short
amount of time do come along and join in the
fun! Refreshments provided.
Our committee and volunteers work very
hard behind the scenes to keep our hall
looking at its best. If anyone would like to be
involved – a bit of gardening, caretaking, or
to join the committee please do get in touch. 
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Did you know that the old Saxon word for
September was Haligmonað, pronounced
haly-monæth? It means Holy Month. The
Anglo-Saxons regarded September as a
time when thanksgiving should be offered
for the goodness of the land, as the crops
were harvested.
Our Anglo-Saxon forebears were drawing on
far older traditions in their celebration of the
blessings of the land. As it says in the ancient
Jewish book of Ecclesiastes, ‘a generation
goes, and a generation comes, but the earth
remains forever’. Central to the Old
Testament is an understanding of how land is
not just turf to be managed, but a gift to be
treated as such, giving a sense of belonging
and identity to those who inhabit it. There is
no meaningfulness without rootedness, as
the theologian Walter Brueggemann says.
We are so blessed to live somewhere with
great natural beauty and productive land. So
at this time of year, we give thanks – for the
harvest, for the efforts of the farming
community, and the biodiversity and beauty
we see around us. Glimpsing the holy in the
everyday is a religious/spiritual outlook on
life, and I cannot help but feel that learning
this outlook is crucial. How else are we to
learn how to get on together as a species and
share the earth for the benefit of everyone?
This already happens in many ways in
Horringer, whether it’s the efforts of those
who pick litter, maintain the green, tend the
churchyard, or conserve hedgerows. 
At the very least, I hope everyone will
cultivate a spiritual outlook towards the earth

and the land as what Shakespeare called a
‘blessed plot’. We should also spare a thought
for those who are landless, whether because
of homelessness, or because they are forced
to rent. Land, first and foremost, is not a
commodity but a home. As the previous
Bishop of Gloucester said when speaking
against the privatisation of the Forest of Dean
in the House of Lords, the forest was not ‘a
collection of trees’ but ‘a series of
communities with a common sense of
identity’. The same is true of our local area.
Let’s love it and treasure it. 
May this time of year be a Haligmonað to you.
Blessings, Christopher

News and Regular Events

Tea & Cake Regular Social Event
All are very welcome to come for a natter and
enjoy some tea and cake on the fourth
Thursday of each month. Toys/books are
available for younger members of the
community. It takes place 3–4pm on 26
September, 24 October & 28 November. A
huge thank-you to our devoted army of
bakers who supply the cakes. If you can help
by baking a cake, please let Pauline Radley
know (735563).

Harvest Festival
Our special service for Harvest is on Sunday
15 September at 11am, followed by a bring
and share lunch. All are very welcome. If you
can bring a plate of food to share, please sign
up using the sheet in the church porch.

News from St Leonard’s
Revd Christopher Griffiths   Rector
The Rectory, Manor Lane – tel 736839 – email horringer.rectory@gmail.com

www.horringerbenefice,info
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News — St Leonard’s Church

Second Annual 
‘St Leonard’s Lecture’
On Friday 20 September at 7.30pm, The
Revd Dr Rodney Holder will be our guest
speaker, on the topic of God and the Big
Bang. Dr Holder is a cosmologist at
Cambridge University and an ordained priest
in the Church of England, so this promises to
be a fascinating talk. 
Entry will cost £10 which includes cheese and
wine following the lecture. Proceeds to
church funds. To book in advance, contact
Linda Andrews, 2 Sharpe’s Lane or Tibor
Pollerman, 16 The Elms.

All Souls’ Day
On Friday 1 November at 6.30pm we will
hold our annual All Souls service. This year it
will be a commemorative choral evensong at
which we will remember the departed – those
we have lost in the previous year and in years
gone by. All are invited to come along and,
during the service, to light a candle on the
altar in memory of a loved one. 

St Leonard’s Day
Wednesday 6 November is the day we
celebrate our patron saint, Leonard. You are
invited to a special Eucharist in church at
10am followed by coffee and cake. 

Remembrance Sunday
This year on Sunday 10 November we will be
joined by St Mary’s Westley as we remember
the war dead from the two parishes, and all
who have died in wars. The service begins at
10.45am.

Thanksgiving Sunday
Following our stewardship campaign in the
spring/summer, we will hold a thanksgiving
service at 11am on Sunday 17 November
during our all-age worship. All are welcome to

say ‘thank-you’ for the generosity of those
who support the church, whether those who
attend or those in the wider community who
do so much to keep the church alive and
present in Horringer.

Foodbank Collection Point
Anyone wishing to donate goods for the
foodbank can leave dried/tinned goods in the
church porch for onward delivery to the
Gatehouse Foodbank, Bury St Edmunds.
Sadly the impact of austerity has meant that
foodbank demand has increased hugely in
recent years, with some people and families
in dire situations of food poverty. All
donations of food are very much welcome. 

Fabric Update
St Leonard’s received a generous gift from
the estate of the late Jan Thaxter, who did so
much to enrich church and community life in
Horringer. The gift was made so we could
improve access for people with physical
disabilities into church, by levelling access
through the priest’s door in the south side of
the church. It is good to be able to say that
people of all physical abilities can come into
St Leonard’s for worship with greater ease
than was the case before. Our thanks are due
to Brian Thaxter for facilitating this gift,
without which a considerable amount of
fundraising would have been necessary.

Quiet Time?
St Leonard’s is a place made holy by
generations of prayer and worship. Today, the
church building is open to all the village as a
quiet place,for quiet reflection and prayer. In
today’s hectic world, with its constant
interruptions and distractions, somewhere to
stop and think can be invaluable. You are
welcome to come and sit and simply ‘be’ in St
Leonard’s whenever this is helpful. 
The church is open during daylight hours. 



News — St Leonard’s Church

appropriate tribute with you. There is no
charge and all are welcome to listen in church.

Summer Dedications & Visiting
Bands
In May we welcomed visiting Cathedral
Ringers from Durham, in June from Norwich,
and in July ‘The Golden Oldies’ from our own
Cathedral.
A full peal was rung in June and in July. There
have been five quarter peals over the last three
months, including one in memory of former
Barrow ringer Janet Croughton. Another quar-
ter peal was dedicated to Mary Flatters , mother
of a Cathedral ringer, as a 90th birthday compli-
ment. We also rang for Suffolk day on 21 June.

Come and have a Ring!
You won’t know unless you have a go! We all
started as novices. We are a sociable bunch
and meet for practice on Thursdays at 7pm.

Weddings at St Leonard’s 
We are taking bookings for 2020 and
onwards. You do not need to attend worship
to qualify to be married here! You can be
married in church if, for instance, you live in
the parish; or were christened there; or if your
parents live in Horringer. Speak to the Rector
for details. 

Winter Diary Dates
You might like to make a note of a few events
coming up in the winter:
Sunday 1 December 11am Christingle Service
Saturday 7 December 2-4pm Christmas Fayre
Sunday 15 December 11am Carol Service
Tuesday 24th December 5pm Crib Service

Regular Worship Pattern
1st Sunday 11.00am Morning Prayer
2nd Sunday 11.00am Eucharist
3rd Sunday 11.00am All-Age Service
4th Sunday 11.00am Eucharist
5th Sunday 10.00am All-Benefice Service
rotating around the benefice churches – 
September in Westley, December in Whepstead
Every Thursday 9:30am Morning Prayer
Every Monday after first Sunday in the month
11:30am Informal Lay-led Prayer Group
Children are welcome at all our services, and
a hearing loop is available.

Church Website
Did you know that all our events, service
times etc are accessible online at
www.horringerbenefice.info?

St Leonard’s Bells

Sally Crouch 01284 735338
Are you celebrating a special occasion soon or
wish to remember a loved one? The sound of
traditional English Church Bells is a fitting
recognition for significant events. The Bell
Ringers would be pleased to agree an



Disabled Access 
We are pleased to report that the Priest’s
Door on the south side of the church has now
been adapted for disabled access, as a result
of a generous donation by Brian Thaxter in
memory of Janet.
Meanwhile, we are approaching the half-way
stage in raising funds for the main project, to
build a small extension behind the church
tower to accommodate a disabled WC and
kitchen.

Funds Raised so far...
We need to raise at least another £100,000 to
top up our legacy reserves held in the
designated fabric fund before work can
begin. Please have a look at the display in
church to keep up-to-date with progress!

Future Events 
Saturday 14 September  9am 
Ride & Stride from St Leonard’s
Friday 20 September  7.30pm 
Annual Lecture by Dr Rodney Holder,
Cosmologist and ordained
priest at University of
Cambridge, entitled God and
the Big Bang
Saturday 19 October  7.30pm 
Edmund Octet & Classic
Femme present a Cabaret
Evening – lovely songs you
will know and enjoy. Free
entry with retiring
donations. The Edmund

Octet (pictured left) is a group of 12
gentleman singers from East Anglia which
was formed by Marcel Rousseau in 2008 and
has been directed by Gill Garside since 2009.
The repertoire is wide and varied to suit all
tastes: Palestrina to songs from the shows, via
Mozart, Britten, folk songs, light jazz, pop
classics and barbershop. They are joined by
Classic Femme, a ladies’ close harmony
quartet.
Saturday 6 June 2020  5pm to late 
Jazz Evening with BBQ and Beer Tent
Horringer House Gardens. Tickets £5.
Autumn 2020 
Dinner and Entertainment
Hawstead Place Barn
Tables of eight with some high quality
entertainment between the three courses.
Tickets around £400 per table of eight.
This event has been postponed from 8 May
following the announcement of the change of
the early May Bank Holiday to that date –
watch this space for the new date...

Rocket Campaign Update
Gordon Hughes  01284 735933

Horringer Parochial Church Council Fundraising Coordinator

News — Horringer Church Fundraising
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Church is a Cool Place to be!
On 24 July Horringer Church had a PCC
meeting – normally this would not  be
newsworthy or cause great excitement!
However, beside being a good meeting, as it
was on one of the hottest days ever, it was
the very best place to be!
I would like to draw readers’ attention to the
use we all can make of our church building. It
is open, and it is a beautiful and peaceful
place. It would be good for all in the locality to
feel they can go inside, and enjoy the

Wear Something Light
On returning home from a family re-union
the other week, it was dark and a man was
crossing the road, but if he hadn’t been
carrying a white plastic bag, I may not have
seen him, which made me think that people
tend to wear dark colours in the Autumn and
Winter months and there are a lot of elderly
residents in the village that walk dogs,
crossing into the park.
The road is so busy and fast these days,
despite the speed limit, and I thought the
diary might be a good opportunity to remind
them and also others, now that we are
heading towards the Autumn, to wear
something that can be seen on the dark
nights.
I’ve also seen a number of pedestrians
between Westley crossroads and Horringer,
walking with the traffic, but it is much safer to
walk towards it, especially, if listening to
music and with the growing problem of drugs
and drink-driving.
Pauline Davison
A point well made Pauline – only the other day
I passed someone, who was walking with the
traffic in the opposite direction, and whom I
only spotted at the last minute because of his
dark clothing. Editor.

Letters & Opinion
atmosphere, usually flowers, and information,
time to meditate or just to have some peace,
or to meet a friend for a quiet chat. In our
village the church is a valuable shared facility
for use during the day. Many of us, of course
already know this, but some may be unsure
that they can use the church any time, not just
when there is a service. Let’s make good use
of the church, here in our village, as well as the
churches in our town.
You do not have to be feeling very spiritual to
go into a church, you do not have to pray, or
perform any particular ritual. Of course, all
our churches are used for prayer, and
occasionally a meeting, during the week, but
these times are usually brief and need not be
obtrusive to others.
Heather Corbell.
Horringer Church and Chair, Churches
Together in Bury St. Edmunds and District



Feature — Horringer Farmers’ Market

On the first Saturday of
every month there is a wide
range of quality produce on
sale at the Farmers’ Market
from 9.30–12.30 in the 
Community Centre.
Stalls include meat, pies &
sausages; fruit & veg; fish; 
preserves; bakery; quiche;
speciality gin; handmade
crafts, cards etc; and more.
Details are posted on the
Facebook page the day 
before.
Our cafe serves free teas and
coffees and serves up the
most delicious breakfast
butties, homemade cakes and
freshly made croissants!
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News — Horringer Singers

Horringer Singers
Kevin Slingsby  01284 848202

Our two performances in July of Highlights from The Merry Widow by Franz Lehár were  very
well-received by audiences in Horringer and Woolpit, and the choir enjoyed singing
something a little different, sometimes challenging, but with some good tunes!

We enjoyed the opportunity to work together
with the Tudor Rose Singers, and the two
groups came together (fairly) seamlessly at
the final rehearsals, giving members the
added buzz of singing in a larger group.
I hope that we will be able to join forces again
next summer, but meanwhile we have other
exciting and varied fare to look forward to.
We are about to resume rehearsals in
September for our Christmas concert on
Thursday 12 December in the Community
Centre, when we will be singing Bob
Chilcott’s Christmas Oratorio. This is a new
work, commissioned by, and performed for
the first time in August in Gloucester, by the
Three Choirs Festival.
It is a majestic, but attractive and accessible
work, telling the Christmas story with words
from St Luke and St Matthew intertwined
with 16th-19th century poetry. Five hymn
texts are set to new, original melodies that
enable the audience to join in with the choir.
Much of the narrative is presented by a tenor
soloist in the role of Evangelist, with soloists
from the choir taking other solo roles, and a
solo flute characterizing the angels. The
chorus is integral to the storytelling,
assuming small character roles and taking
centre stage in key movements.
If you enjoy singing, and feel that you
might relish the challenge off something
new and dfferent, why not come and join us
in September? We start rehearsals on
Thursday 5 September at 7.30pm in the
Community Centre, and you are welcome

to come and try us out for a couple of
weeks to see how you get on!
Our following concert will be on the
Wednesday of Holy Week (8 April 2020),
when we will be performing The Crucifixion
by John Stainer in St Leonard’s Church. This
well-known and loved staple of the choral
repertoire has featured in many of our past
concerts, although this will be its first outing
for us in a number of years.
Then in the summer we look forward to
something lighter, along the light operatic
lines again – watch this space! 
For more information, please visit
www.horringersingers.org.uk.
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News — Horringer & Ickworth Neighbourhood Watch

At the time of writing we are in the middle of
a heatwave just as the school holidays begin.
Burglaries do rise at this time as access can be
gained through open doors and windows, so I
hope you will remain untroubled for the rest
of the summer.
Before long, we will be experiencing chilly
weather and looking forward to singing
Christmas Carols, dependent on our oil
supplies to keep us warm. Thefts from oil
tanks are happening; in a neighbouring
village 1000 litres of oil were removed – a very
expensive theft and even more so if the tank
is damaged in the process.
An obvious deterrent is a strong padlock and
an alarm which constantly monitors the level
of oil in the tank and sounds when there is a
sudden drop in the level. A sticker can be
applied to the tank informing would be
thieves that the tank is locked. Security
lighting is also useful. Deterrents are straight
forward when the tank is close to the house,
but many are situated out of the eyeshot of
residents but located near the road to enable
easy deliveries. Thieves apparently search
Google maps to identify locations where
tanks are in gardens, but the area around can
be secured by a fence or defensive hedge of
holly or Pyracantha (fire thorn) which would
help to deter thieves.
If you are unfortunate enough to suffer from
the consequences of any burglary or theft,
please let your co-ordinator know (see list

elsewhere in this Diary) and we will do our
best to warn villagers.

Community Speed Watch
The Horringer team is now up to full strength
as Robin Davies has finished training and we
are going ahead with a summer programme
of checks including evening sessions along
the street. We recorded a driver travelling at
52 mph recently – the car was registered in
Norfolk, but Suffolk and Norfolk liaise over
these matters and it is hoped that the Norfolk
police will take appropriate action, i.e. offer
words of suitable advice. Our first evening
session identified 60 drivers exceeding
35mph, many driving at over 40mph.
Drive safely and have a peaceful autumn.

Neighbourhood Watch
Anne McCord Chairman
01284 735253  
annemccord448@btinternet.com

Advice from your Local Team

Hospital Chaplaincy
Heather Corbell 07730 221121

When anyone from Horringer is in hospital, of
course, they usually have family and/or
friends to visit. However, sometimes
someone is in who doesn't have family
nearby, or who would just welcome an extra
visit, especially as I am there outside of
normal visiting times.
Just a text to let me know who, and which
ward if you know, means I can pop in and
have a brief chat (about general things, not
necessarily faith-related), and entirely if they
feel like it at the time.
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Lunch Club
Our lunch club at Rede continues to be very
popular with over 40 people regularly
attending. At the August lunch we presented
June and Michael Sandry (pictured below) with
a beautiful bouquet of flowers to mark their
Diamond Wedding anniversary.
Congratulations for achieving this wonderful
landmark. Thanks to Lyn Jones for preparing
the flowers.
Please note that the October lunch will be a
week later than usual, on 8 October, and that
3 December will be our Christmas lunch. 

Afternoon Tea
Our Afternoon Teas have again been quite
varied over the last few months. In June,
Wiltshire Farm Foods gave a very good
presentation of their fresh ready meals and
explained about dietary needs to keep us all
well. They also explained their ordering and
delivery processes which were easy to
understand. We had some tasters of their
most popular meals, savoury and sweet,
which were all excellent and well appreciated.
A very pleasant afternoon. 
In July we held our Posh Strawberry Tea with
the tiered cake stands and bone china. As well
as the normal raffle and quiz we made a
collection on behalf of Breast Cancer where
we collected £102. The first prize of a
beautiful flower arrangement, made by
Georgie Scott, was won by Phyllis Slingsby
who coincidentally had a birthday the
following week. Thanks to Georgie for
preparing the flowers.
Our August Afternoon Tea was hosted by the
Six Bells where 46 members enjoyed an
excellent tea in such a lovely setting. I would
like to thank Nicky, her staff and their ‘young

Horringer Good Neighbour Scheme
Neighbours Helping Neighbours

Norman Hanford Chairman
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News — Good Neighbours Scheme

assistants’, Megan and Daisy, who helped to
serve us at the tables. During the tea we
presented a bouquet of flowers to Sheila
Chamberlain to celebrate her 90th birthday
(pictured right). Many congratulations to
Sheila and also thanks to Lyn Jones for again
preparing the flowers.
Looking to the coming months, in October
the Tea will include the AGM, in November
we change to winter start time of 2.30pm,
and our Christmas Tea is on 19 December.

Seaside Trip
43 members joined our annual coach outing
to Felixstowe which took place on 12 June
(pitcured left). The larger coach with disabled
access was too big to get into the Community
Centre car park, so parked just inside the
gates of Ickworth Park. I would like to thank
the representatives of the National Trust for
supervising and putting up with this enforced
change of plan. We will make alternative
arrangements next year! Unfortunately the
weather was not so kind to us this year, but
most members enjoyed a walk on the prom
between showers. However, with games and
quizzes, together with the Fish and Chips
lunch we had a very entertaining day out at
The Hut with its excellent facilities.

Dementia Friends
On 25 July we hosted and provided
refreshments for the Community Action
Suffolk – Dementia Friends session with
speakers Nicola Bradford representing CAS
and Caroline Threadgold from Sue Ryder. The
turnout was rather disappointing, but the 15
of us who were present were given a very
detailed, informative and helpful talk from
both speakers. There was sufficient time for
serious discussion and I believe everyone who
attended benefited from the session. Useful
leaflets and a ‘Dementia Friend’ badge were

given to all and extra leaflets for distribution
at a future HGNS event. 
I would like to conclude with expressing
thanks to all our volunteers for their valued
support to all our events and services.

Neighbours Helping Neighbours
As a reminder our help service is available to
anyone in the village who needs assistance
and our volunteers are able to offer the
following services:
•Occasional transport to doctors/hospital etc
•Shopping/prescription collection 
•Minor household repairs
•Help with pets/dog walking
•Form-filling/letter writing
•Befriending
•An open invitation to out monthly Afternoon

Tea on the third Thursday of every month
If anyone would like to come to any of our or
other village events but need transport or
assistance, please call the on-call mobile
number listed below.
To request any of these services just call
07532 274795 Mon to Fri 9.00am to 5.30pm.
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News — Little Lottie

We have 238 stakeholders registered as at
July 2019. Six more have joined us recently. If
you are new to the village and would like to
join in please speak to us at ‘The Pop Up
Coffee Shop’ or give us a ring. You can join
anytime. If you join us in September it will be
£4, October £3, November £2 for one stake to
be entered into the monthly draw and the
Christmas Bonus Draw December 2019. Then
the annual renewal will be due in January
2020 of £12 per stake.
It is a ‘fun’ way to raise money for our hall,
and who knows, you may be a lucky winner.
Good Luck to you all.
We do appreciate your support.

Congratulations to our recent winners:
Winners – May 2019
1st Prize – Keith Turner £60
2nd Prize – Linda Harris £25
3rd Prize – Diane Stokes £15
Winners – June 2019
1st Prize – Pat Boult £60
2nd Prize – Christine Doyle £25
3rd Prize – Judith Biglin £15
Winners – July 2019
1st Prize – Stephen Taylor £60
2nd Prize – John & Jan Cannon £25
3rd Prize – Valerie Rusher £15

Little Lottie News
Anne Bishop  01284 735609

Brian Thaxter  01284 735754
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News — Horringer and Ickworth WI

Medical Detection Dogs
Our June speaker was Norma Howells who
spoke about Medical Detection Dogs. There are
two types of dogs, the first being Bio Detection
Dogs, who have the ability to detect tiny odour
concentrations, and they are assisting at the
moment with an NHS approved study into the
dogs ability to detect some cancers. Currently
research is also taking place in the detection of
Parkinsons disease, malaria and bacterial
infections. The dogs work at a centre near
Milton Keynes up to four days a week days, and
work for a short period of time. The charity has
no kennels, and the dogs live as part of a family.
The second type are Medical Alert Assistance
dogs. They are carefully chosen as eight week
old puppies and live with volunteers who help
socialise them, then at a year old they are
taught to help people with conditions such as
diabetes. Due to their amazing sense of smell
they can be trained to identify the smallest
change in odour prior to an emergency, even
whilst they are sleeping. They wear special red
jackets which means they are able to go into
shops and travel on planes. The Patron of the
charity is the Duchess of Cornwall, and they
have recently been taken to the Palace to show
the Queen their amazing powers of detection.
These dogs saves lives on a daily basis. 

EcoFrenzy
Our July outing was unfortunately cancelled
but we had a very interesting speaker instead –
Tony Whittingham stepped in at the last

minute – a very informative and passionate
enviromentalist living in Bury St Edmunds. He
graduated with a degree in Marine and
Freshwater Biology and was always interested
in conservation and strongly believed we
should change our habits to help save the
future of our planet. After years of working in
industry with conservation in mind and how to
protect it EcoFrenzy was ‘born’ in 1995 and
further developed over the last five years. Tony
believes that a thousand small changes can
contribute to a larger change, and we all have
the ability to do something for our planet now.
He was an excellent presenter who took
questions throughout his session. He enhanced
our understanding of the changes that are
evolving everyday and also gave tips on how to
save money as well as the environment.
We had our usual cake stall at the Horringer
Flower Show on 20 July, as always we had a
large selection of cakes for sale which I believe
fairly flew off the stall! The August meeting,
which as I type has not yet taken place, but we
will be welcoming Graham Dosset, whose
talk is Tales of a Tour Guide. I can imagine he
has lots of amusing tales to tell.
The programme for the next few months is
included in ‘Dates for Your Diary’ as you will
see we have some interesting speakers.
We welcome new members so come along to
a meeting to see what we are all about, the
first three visits are free. We usually have a
speaker each month, followed by tea, coffee
and biscuits – oh, and occasionally cakes!

Horringer and Ickworth WI
Maria Mallan  Press Secretary

I cannot believe we are into August and it’s time for me to report on WI matters once again.
After the mini heatwave we seemed to have settled back into a ‘normal’ English summer.
May saw our Annual Meeting when we voted in our new President, so it’s onwards and upwards!
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Newcomers Lidgate & Ousden won the
third annual Cricket Festival held in
Ickworth Park on Sunday 14 July.
In the penultimate match of a round robin
series, Horringer, as defending champions,
needed to beat the eventual winners to set up
a three way tie with neighbouring hosts
Barrow – and a potential ‘super over’ – but it
wasn’t to be.

This year’s competition was arranged to allow
each team to play one another & an
enjoyable day’s cricket was watched by a
sizeable crowd despite the alternative
attractions on offer at Lord’s , Wimbledon &
Silverstone.
Following presentation of the winner’s trophy
and the raffle draw made by Lord Frederick,
Marquess of Bristol, the players and followers

Tim Jones

Cricket Festival Day 2019
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News — Cricket Festival 2019

crammed into our small pavilion to watch the
final stages of England’s triumph in the
cricket World Cup final. A TV set had been
rigged up via a diesel powered generator &
the atmosphere was truly electric as Ben
Stokes, Jos Buttler & Jofra Archer saw
England home by the narrowest possible
margin.

Sheridans Estate Agents again kindly
sponsored our festival day and whenever I see
their marketing boards in the local villages I
like to think it’s some acknowledgement for
their continued support.
Takings from the wide variety of
refreshments on offer together with the
grand raffle produced funds of about £2,000
to be allocated towards improvement of our
facilities. In addition to cash prizes, Rede

Plough, The Six Bells Horringer and Eric’s
Prime Cuts kindly donated gift vouchers.
A huge thank you is due to members, family
& friends of both Horringer & Barrow Cricket
Clubs for their efforts in organising &
contributing towards such a successful event.
We look forward to holding a repeat event
again next Summer as we hope the cricket
ground in Ickworth Park becomes a facility for
all to enjoy.
There are two more Cricket matches in
Ickworth Park in 2019: 8 September HCC v
Thurston; 15 September HCC v BCC local end
of season derby  Do come along to watch – all
support is warmly welcome.
Title photo and team photo courtesy Bury Free
Press / Iliffe Media.

The Horringer Team
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Autumn is a particularly
beautiful time at

Ickworth with the
changing colours in the

woodlands and the
crisper temperatures,

which are perfect for
those longer walks as the

nights draw in. 

Abbi Lang

Senior Visitor Experience & Marketing Officer

abbi.lang@nationaltrust.org.uk

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/Ickworth

Ickworth



News — National Trust Ickworth

This autumn, the multi-use trail construction
will have finished and will require a short
settling-in period. New signage will follow, and
the trail will be officially launched in Spring
2020 with our very own ‘Run for the Roof’
sponsored run on Saturday 14 and Sunday 15
March. More details of this will follow. In the
meantime, all pathways will remain open for
walkers and for cyclists. Unfortunately horses
are unable to use the trail as their hooves
severely damage the surface. If you’d like to
know where your horse could ride get in touch
with the team about a Horse Rider Permit. 
As you walk up the driveway you will see a
radically changed Ickworth as the iconic view
of the Rotunda is shrouded in scaffolding.
This is to help us with our £5 million
conservation project, ‘Ickworth Uncovered’,
which will see the outside and inside of the
Rotunda look very different. This winter, get
ready for an entirely different view of
Ickworth, with an outdoor installation from
November by artist Pablo Bronstein working
in partnership with David Kohn Architects. 
As the scaffolding goes up the light levels in the
House go down. Join us this autumn to learn
about the work that we have done to prepare
for the conservation project and take the
chance to see our collections in a new light.
From January, visitors will also discover a more
theatrical way of experiencing Ickworth
internally, thanks to an innovative new
exhibition and an ‘up- close’ way of interacting
with the work happening on the roof. To
support this work, we are doing we are
giving everyone the opportunity to make
their mark on Ickworth by signing one of
the slates which will go up on the roof for
generations to come. 
During Autumn and November we have
two events which we are excited about.
First, this year sees our 30th annual
Wood and Craft Fair on 5 & 6 October.

Join us for the biggest weekend in the
Ickworth calendar! There is so much to see
and do, including the incredibly rare
opportunity to buy quality Ickworth wood
milled from across the estate. Learn about
different techniques for transforming wood
into beautiful items with our skilled
demonstrators.
The second event is a brand new opportunity
to see Ickworth’s Italianate Garden glowing.
From 22 November to 6 December discover
Ickworth’s Light Nights. Be thrilled by a
sensory and light-based trail capturing the
magic of a gothic Victorian Stumpery. Make
the most of your evening with delicious food
and artisan drinks – a great combination for
the perfect night out.
To find out more details about the project and
events coming up please visit the website or
email me.
Photographs courtesy National Trust Images.



News — Horringer Pre-School

We said goodbye to 15 families at the end
of July – some of those children have been
with us for over two years and we wish
them the best of luck at big school! We had
a very busy summer term – we dug up our
potatoes, cooked and ate them, we had a
morning looking for bugs and building dens
at Nowton Park, we had a walk and teddy
bears picnic at Ickworth Park and we visited
the Horringer play park. 
We are delighted that 15 new families will be
joining us this September – we will be having
a very busy start to our new academic year! 

Acorn Project News!
After the success of the Horringer Fair &
Flower Show and a very busy year applying
for grants and running many other
fundraising events, our current total is now
£86,433.44! We hope that this time next year
we will be inviting families into our newly
installed building – however, we still need to
raise in the region of £50,000 to make this
possible. We will continue with many grant
applications and more fundraising events.

Horringer Pre-School
Nicola Barber

Halloween Magic Show by Mr
Bean Entertainment 
Friday 25th October 10am at Horringer
Community Centre. Tickets are £10 per child
to include biscuit, cold drink and hot dog.
Contact admin@horringerpreschool.co.uk
for tickets. Our last half term event was a sell
out so get your tickets early!
We will also be hosting another quiz and a
Christmas event so keep an eye out for our
posters with more details. 

Easy Fundraising Anyone?
Anyone who shops on-line can help us for free
with easyfundraising! Another local Pre-
School raised £500 in ONE MONTH through
it... You do your normal online shopping, but
start at the easyfundraising website. When
you make a purchase, the retailer gives
easyfundraising a percentage as a thank you
for sending them the business – and that turns



News — Horringer Pre-School

into a donation to the cause you support (the
Horringer Acorn Project!), at no extra cost to
you. It’s small amounts, but it adds up! You can
shop online with more than 3,600 well known
online stores like all the big supermarkets,
Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS,
Booking.com, eBay, Boden, and M&S. Plus
online insurers for your annual home and car
insurance policies. And you can do business
purchases through them as well – including
travel booking and stationery. We want to
raise as much as possible, so please sign up! 
For information about the Acorn Project, the
Pre-School or to arrange a free taster session;
please get in touch on 01284 735181 or by
emailing manager@horringerpreschool.co.uk.
Visit our Facebook pages facebook.com/hppublic
and facebook.com/horringeracornproject to
keep up to date with our Pre-School news,
weekly topics and fundraising events, and our
website www.horringerpreschool.co.uk 
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The last few days of a school year are a good time for reflection I think. I have been doing
just that! It has been an extremely busy one at Ickworth Park Primary. If you’ve been
reading my newsletters you will know all about the Arts Projects the children have been
involved in this year: Crimson Glory in the Cathedral in November, Ickworth House for
Remembrance Day, Carol Singing in the village and the town at Christmas and in January
the visit to the O2 for Young Voices. Of course in addition to that all sorts of other things are
going on, sports competitions, charity fundraising, Christmas productions, reading cafes,
oh and of course lots of learning – it’s never dull!

We had a really busy week organized in the
middle of June and summer holidays were
beginning to appear on the horizon. On Monday
17 June. Mrs Sledge and I were interviewing for a
new caretaker when Mrs Manning popped her
head round the door to tell me Ofsted were
on the phone. This is a call every Headteacher
knows they have to take! Mrs Sledge bundled
our poor candidate out of the door with haste
(he must have wondered what was going on!)
Our inspector arrived on the Tuesday morning –
the school looked amazingly tidy and everything
appeared to be going well, despite the fact that
Years 3 & 4 were at the Apex performing in a
music concert all day. Then the inspector
announced that she felt unwell and wasn’t able
to continue with the inspection. She had a
migraine and to be honest, looked very unwell.
So I found myself in the unusual position of
having a very poorly Ofsted inspector laying
down in my office. I was also talking to people at
Ofsted HQ. They offered to send another
inspector the next day, I wasn’t keen on that as

Ickworth Park Primary School
Denise Burrell   Headteacher

we were half way through the inspection, so we
decided to continue on the Friday. 
The two days in between were already quite
busy, as we had classes out on trips to the
Botanical gardens in Cambridge on the
Wednesday and the Thursday, and in addition
our Year 2 teachers were being externally
moderated – this is something that happens
every few years to ensure our judgements are
accurate. Stress levels were definitely high by
the Friday. 
Once again the inspector arrived to what
wasn’t a normal day – we had a visiting
theatre group in school that morning and
nobody was where they should be, or so it
seemed. However the inspection continued –
subject leaders and senior staff spoke with
the inspector, and she also spoke to children
and canvassed the views of parents and
governors. By 2 o’clock the inspector was
ready to feedback to governors and me. If
you’ve had your eye on the Bury Free Press or
even our school website you will know we did
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News — Ickworth Park Primary School

very well. The Ofsted report reads
extremely well and we are all delighted to
be a ‘good school’. We are aiming for
outstanding for our next inspection!
We had our Sports day on 16 July – the
weather was glorious, which was just as
well as our original date of 12 June was a
complete washout! It was a lovely day
with families enjoying a picnic lunch
together in the middle of the day. Sports
Leaders from King Edward’s Secondary
School came along to help out – they
were super role-models for our pupils and
a credit to their school. Our Year 5 & 6
children did a fantastic performance of
Emil and the Detectives, another play
from our link with the National Theatre,
this a few days after their residential to
Norfolk Lakes – I don’t know where they
found the energy! Do have a look at our
new website where there are lots of
photos of all the things we have been
doing in school.
We were very pleased to host the
Horringer Village fair on 20 July, another
lovely day with glorious sunshine, it was
fantastic to see so many different village
organisations represented and to see so
many people out enjoying themselves.
We said goodbye to our Year 6 pupils on
Friday 19 July – they spent the last three days
of term at King Edwards getting used to ‘big
school’. It seemed very quiet without them, I
am sure they will come back and let us know
how things are going.
We also said goodbye to Miss Saunders, who
is off to Australia to teach, Miss Earle who is
off to India to teach and Mrs Ayers who is off
to Newmarket. We wish them all every
success in their new roles. We have had visits
from our three new teachers, Mrs Roberts, Mr
Blake and Miss Pearson who will be joining us

in September. We also welcome Mr Will Howe
in the role of caretaker – he was the
candidate bundled out of my office by Mrs
Sledge on the day of the Ofsted call!
Next year the school will be 30 years old, and
we are planning a celebration in the spring
term. We would like to plant daffodils all
around school this Autumn so that in March,
when we are 30, the school will be a blaze of
colour. If you would like to donate any bulbs
we intend to plant on Friday 4 October.
I hope you all have an enjoyable summer,
staff and I are looking forward to a few weeks
to recharge before the next school year
begins again in September. 







I hope you have enjoyed the summer holidays
as we have. During the break we held our
‘Under The Sea’ themed disco which was a
sell out! We will be back with another holiday
special on Tuesday 22 October 2–4pm –
Halloween play, craft and disco, get in touch
for details.
We re-open our baby & toddler session on
Tuesday 10 September 9.30–11.30am. All
ages welcome. We run these sessions term
time only and the cost is from £2.50 which
includes refreshments.

Horringer Hedgehogs Baby & Toddler Group

Lisa Hasler Chair
lisahasler.wixsite.com/horringer-hedgehogs 

horringerhedgehogs@hotmail.co.uk 07772 200223

Children’s Nearly New Sale – Saturday 28
September & Saturday 23 November 2–4pm,
£7 per table, please book in advance.
Our popular Christmas Party will be held on
Tuesday 10 December 9.30am–noon. Father
Christmas makes a visit and it has a
wonderful festive feel. This is the last session
of the year.
If you are new, feel free to drop me a line so
you feel comfortable coming along on your
first visit. Look forward to seeing you all soon.
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News — Love4Lily

On Sunday 9 June the sun was shining and
Nowton Park was filled with positive pink
energy for Cancer Research UK – Race for
Life. Well done to everyone who took part, a
wonderful day! Our team of 40 ‘Love4Lily’ ran
& joined together afterwards for a picnic
(with prosecco) in support of Lily Daly. The
team has raised to date £8825.13 inc gift aid,
thanks to everyone who supported us, just
amazing!

Race for Life – Love4Lily
Lisa Hasler
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Feature — Christians Against Poverty

Is Poverty a Problem in Horringer?
Craig Young  Reader, St Leonard’s Horringer
At first glance probably not, but poverty takes on many forms. Usually
we consider poverty to be the result of a lack of resources we require to
live, more commonly due to an inability to secure an adequate income. 
Sometimes the causes which lead to poverty
and create a barrier to a more fulfilling life
can be avoided if people who are aware of
their situation can show how help can be
given. It’s about being a good neighbour who
understands how to respect a person’s
integrity. We must recognise at this point that
Horringer has a thriving Community Centre
used by numerous village groups including a
very active Good Neighbour Scheme (tel
07532 274795) who can help in several ways.
See their details in their own article.

A National Problem
I mention this particular problem because
nationally and regionally there is an increase
in poverty. Thirty or forty years ago we would
not have heard that foodbanks were required,
never mind being put under greater pressure
due to demand. Like it or not, austerity does
affect people on low incomes, and the new
jobs coming onto the market do not pay as
well as those which are being lost. Many
more families are living a hand to mouth
existence and have sought relief from taking
out loans and increased their indebtedness. A
recent study which was published indicates
that four million people who are in work are
struggling to make ends meet are also in
receipt of in work benefits which means that
the government has to top up their wages.

Child Poverty
Single parent families are particularly
vulnerable which is why we also see a rise in
what is termed child poverty. In a family

where either of the
parents loses their job
the family budget takes a hit and sometimes
this is enough to see the bills mount and
indebtedness to rise. It could mean that the
car has to go, and in this area that means that
due to poor public transport finding and
keeping a job becomes much more difficult.
In fact, poor local services such as transport is
also a type of poverty which particularly
affect rural communities such as Horringer.
Elderly people on pensions cannot afford to
get out and about, as services such as public
transport, social services and community
initiatives decline.

Christians Against Poverty
As a volunteer for Christians Against Poverty
(CAP) I am aware of the many reasons that
people find themselves in debt. Sometimes
you can say that it was their own fault but you
can also appreciate how people who are in
work can be one payday away from getting
stuck without being able to meet their
commitments. The debts quickly mount and
in fact increase as penalty charges are added,
and eventually they rocket because when the
debt collection agencies become involved
their charges are also added. People who
experience this cycle actually become suicidal
so the answer is to deal with it quickly. 
There is a solution, as CAP is an agency
licensed by the Financial Conduct Authority
which provides free debt relief services. They
contact all of the person’s debtors and explain
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that by heaping on extra charges they are
making it impossible for the debtor to pay
anything back. With the limited income the
person has, CAP agrees a budget with the
debtor and their creditors who usually agree
to freeze the debt and in time will see the
debt cleared. 

A Free Service
This service is free to anyone who asks for it –
their options are laid out before them, and
they have to choose a plan and agree to stick
to it. If the creditors agree – and in most cases
they do – then in time the client becomes
debt free. As a charity, CAP is funded by
voluntary contributions from many people
and organisations, who with them agree that
debt relief can bring the promise of new life
and hope to an impossible situation. There
are other agencies that provide good advice
for those who require assistance with this
problem of mounting debt such as the
Citizens Advice Bureau in Bury St Edmunds.
I could write for hours on what CAP does to
help people budgeting, providing life skills
and job clubs as well as dealing with harmful
addictions, whether it be drug and alcohol
abuse or gambling which has got them to
where they are. You can find the relevant
statistics on their website by following this
link – https://capuk.org/connect/policy-and-
government/client-report or contact Darren
Bullen, Centre Manager of Bury St. Edmunds
Christians Against Poverty on 07427 704324.

Social Isolation
The problems for society are vast as debt
leads to social isolation and this is where we
can really help in rural areas such as this.
Social isolation can affect those in our
community who may not consider that they
have any need for debt relief, but for fear of
getting into debt do what we traditionally
would advise, and just go without. Going

without some pretty basic services such as
transport or modern methods of
communication can mean that a person
trying to remain self-reliant could become
isolated and lonely. 
The problem is similar in nature to the falling
water level in a lake during drought. As the
level falls we start to see features which up
until now have been submerged. Rocks start
to appear, and maybe long flooded structures
such as walls and buildings, and as the water
goes down long forgotten items appear, like
old cars and bicycles.
As austerity still has an affect on society,
people whom you would normally expect to be
fairly well equipped to deal with life’s ups and
downs start to break surface and the first
person to notice this might be you. Do you
have a neighbour who might be struggling,
and would you know how to make the right
approach without causing offence. It’s a tricky
one, but the Church of England has had a lot of
experience in dealing with this sort of problem,
so maybe a discrete word with the local vicar
or other person whom you can trust to
maintain a confidence would be the first move.

What Can You Do?
Regarding the ever increasing problem of
mounting debt, anyone can call into St
Leonard’s and pick up a leaflet to hand onto a
friend which outlines the services which
Christians Against Poverty (CAP) can offer.
This service is free and it is controlled by the
FSA as well as being carried out in a discrete
way which ensures total confidentiality.
However being a good neighbour might
mean that we notice a gap in local services
and would like to address it. If you are aware
of something which is desperately needed in
Horringer please let us know and we will see
how we might be able to put together a plan
to address this concern.
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It seems that Summer did show its head after all the interesting weather we had thrown at
us – or as someone mentioned at the church ‘If you want to know what the weather is like,
just wait ten minutes and I will tell you!’ But through all of this the church has remained its
usual beautifully cool retreat!

On Wednesday 5 June we had a ‘cleaning day’
in the church, when our small bank of
volunteers along with a hired-in generator
and industrial vacuum cleaner set to work to
bring some ‘new life’ back into the church. It
was a great effort, with everyone working
hard and we were all done by 3pm. Thank you
to all helpers.
This set the church up nicely for Saturday 8
June, when we had a rather special wedding
blessing of Cybele and Simon. Cybele is one
of our volunteers, who joined us after
attending a vault tour – she takes great
photos of concerts and events, and it was
during a concert by the Edmund Octet, where

St Mary’s Church Ickworth

Simon is one of the members, that cupid
found a way of bringing them together, and

John Porter   Church Co-ordinator
01284 735596

john@ickworthchurch.org.uk



43

News — St Mary’s Church Ickworth

every anniversary they celebrated with a
picnic in the churchyard. So, it was obvious
that when it came to celebrating their big day
they chose our church. We all wish them well
with a long and happy future together!
On the 12 July we put on our first theatrical
production All Hail Macbeth! with the Packing
Shed Theatre Company – it was a splendid
evening, and although the audience could
have been larger, those that
attended, and the performers,
all had a most enjoyable
evening.
On the day before the concert I
went to check everything was
fine with the church and as I
approached the north door I
noticed that someone had left
the ‘wire bird doors’ open and
there in the porch was a big fat
pigeon, who, on seeing me
immediately flew into the

church, and, of course, up to the rafters. I left
all the doors open including the double doors
with the hope it might fly out – but no! On the
Friday morning I opened all doors again and
even put trails of bread crumbs so that our
new ‘friend’ might eat the bread and fly out,
but oh no! When I returned later in the day the
bread had all gone but our ‘friend’ remained.
Not sure what happened to him but he is no
longer a resident! If you saw him leave, I am
most interested so please let me know.

Future Events
10 September at 10am we have our last
Vault Tour this year, at only £5 per ticket it
really is something that should not be missed
as you can see the resting place of the
majority of the family.
Sunday 22 December at 2.30pm we have
Carols by Torchlight, another event that was
enjoyed so much
last year – but
please get there
early and wrap
up!
For more details
on any of these
events please
contact me
(details opposite). 

All Hail Macbeth! Cast and Stage
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Horringer Fair & Flower Show

We hope everyone would agree that the Fair & Flower Show was a massive success! It was
a great community event!
After months of planning, many meetings, phone calls and emails, a changeable weather
forecast, a very wet Friday night set up and a showery Saturday morning – our prayers were
answered and the sun finally shone for us – at exactly 2.10pm!

Gardening Club for organising the Flower
Show, Mel and the Ickworth Park Primary
School PTA committee for their assistance
and tasty BBQ, Collage for providing the
music and PA System, Amanda Kan for
producing the raffle tickets, Malcolm Payne
for use of his marquee, Whatley Lane Estate
Agents for our signboards, the Community
Centre for use of the tables, chairs and
gazebos, our merry band of volunteers who
helped set up, tidy away and man the pre-
school bar and bouncy slide, the Goodwin and
Ames-Waller families for the lots in our Silent
Auction, the many people, organisations and

The proceeds from the raffle were an
amazing £1,200 meaning £400 for the three
beneficiaries – Horringer Gardening Club,
Ickworth Park Primary School PTA and the
Horringer Acorn Project. The total raised by
the Pre-School’s Acorn Project (including
their share of the raffle) was £1,700 – an
amazing figure! 
This event wold not be possible without the
help and support of so many. Our thanks go
to Ruth Walker who spearheaded the whole
event, Bec Austin of The Design Office for our
fabulous posters, Ickworth Park Primary
School for providing our venue, the

Nicola Barber  

Horringer Pre-School Fundraising Committee
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News — Horringer Fair & Flower Show

businesses who donated
raffle prizes, the National
Trust for donating cups, the
Wells family for the bales,
Dawn Cater and the
children for their fabulous
maypole dancing and
jazzercise demonstration
and Kevin Slingsby and his
team of Horringer Diary
distributors who circulated
raffle tickets throughout the
village. 
Lastly, our thanks go to
everyone who supported
the event – we hope you
enjoyed it as much as we
did. 



News — Horringer Flower Show

Our 134th Flower Show was a little different this year. As Horringer Pre-School were
running the fete, it was held in the school, rather than on the Village Green, with the
Flower Show being in the school hall.
However we all felt it worked really well and after some rain in the morning we had a lovely
sunny afternoon to make the day a success. Many thanks to all those who helped and entered
the Show and also to the school for making us so welcome. Well done to the Horringer Pre-
School who had to set up on a very wet Friday evening and worked so hard to make it all run
smoothly.
Cup winners this year were as follows:
The Collins Trophy for Fruit – Mr R Davies
The Silver Challenge Cup for Vegetables – Mr R Sharman
The Braebrook Cup for Flowers – Miss P Barfoot
The Silver Rose Bowl for Roses – Mrs B Hughes, Mrs J Sharman
The Hutchinson Cup for Patio Enhancement – Mrs J O’Kelly
The Lainson Cup for Pot Plants, Succulents etc – Miss P Barfoot
The Floral Art Cup for best exhibit – Mrs J Squires
The Friary Cup for Highest Points in Section - Mrs J Taylor, Mrs F Wilkins-Smith
The Centenary Cup for Preserves – Mrs F Wilkins-Smith
The Joan Whiting Memorial Trophy for Cookery – Mrs J Sharman
The Bank Cup for Crafts – Mrs W Hill
Photography, Highest Number of Points – Mrs L Hasler
Photography, Best Exhibit – Mrs L Hasler
Children’s Section, under 5s – Blake Prest
Children’s Section, 5-9 years – Claudia Hubbard
Children’s Section 10-15 years – Lauren Hasler
Elizabeth Johnson Shield, WI Section – Mrs J Cooper
The Bristol Challenge Cup – Mr R Davies
Banksian Medal – Mr R Davies
Diploma for Best Entry in Vegetables/Fruit – Mr R Sharman
Diploma for Best Entry in Flowers Section – Miss P Barfoot

Horringer Flower Show
Jill O’Kelly



News — Horringer Gardening Club

Our gardening talks are held on the
2nd Monday of the month in the
Community Centre at 7.30pm and
we now have around 65 members
from Horringer and the surrounding
villages. 

Forthcoming Events
9 September 2019 – Rodney Tibbs  
Creating a Cottage Garden
14 October 2019 – Dr Ian Bedford Butterflies
11 November 2019 – Pippa Greenwood
Keeping Pests at Bay the Natural Way
Application forms and further details of the
visits and talks are on our website
www.horringer-gardening-club.co.uk
Photographs courtsey Karen Soons (opposite)
and Jan Emerson (this page)



Your advertisement 

could be here...

A quarter page costs 
less than £11 per quarter,
and is delivered free of

charge to nearly 
500 households 
in Horringer.

See page 2 for 
more details.



Waterson
Plumbing & Heating

General Plumbing•
Hot Water Cylinder •
Installations
Complete Bathroom •
Installations
Central Heating •
Installation and Upgrades
Oil Appliance Installation,•
Service and Repair
Oil Tank Supply and •
Installation

H: 01359 760528
M: 07828 639138

E: jeremy@watersonplumbing.com
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Brahms began work on his sublime German
Requiem following the death in 1856 of his
close friend and fellow composer, Schumann.
Brahms chose as the texts traditional words
of comfort for the bereaved from the
Lutheran Bible rather than using the Catholic
Latin mass. It is in Brahms’s transcription for
piano, four hands, that we hear this evening.
Commissioned for the millennium and
dedicated to the victims of the Kosovo crisis,
The Armed Man by Karl Jenkins is a powerful
and compelling account of the descent into
the horrors of war before offering hope for a
peaceful future. The work has captured the
popular imagination to become one of the
most performed and poignant choral works
of the moment.
Tickets from £15 (under-25s half-price) from
The Apex Box Office (01284 758000) or online
from www.burybachchoir.co.uk.

Brahms Requiem and The Armed Man
Bury Bach Choir  www.burybachchoir.co.uk
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Ian V Singer & Entertainer 50
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Drainage, Cleaning etc
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Jintana Taylor Home Cleaning 51
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Rothwell’s Carpet Cleaning 37
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A S Pest Control Services 44
Pest Solution 45

Estate Agents
Hazells 45
Building Services
AKH Roofing 28
Building Services (cont)
D Perrin Decorating 56
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DKC Plumbing 36
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Hart Carpentry 44
J Allum & S Millar Plastering Services 50
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Martyn Webb Plumbing Services 37
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Anita Tyas 44
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Village Contacts

Borough Councillor
Terry Clements 01284 827161
Bury Shuttlers Badminton Club
Nick Dawson 01284 763760
Carpet Bowls Club
Ron Long 01284 762111
Community Centre Booking
Lisa Hasler 07947 592013

horringerhallbookings@gmail.com
Community Council Chair
Colleen Greenwood  Chair 01284 735004
Jan Emerson  Secretary 01284 735638
County Councillor
Karen Soons 07864 601887

karen.soons@suffollk.gov.uk
Cricket Club
Tim Jones 01284 735234
Gentle Walking Group
Margaret Chapman 01284 735939
Horringer Group Scout Leader
Catherine Williams Group Leader 07900 282923
Claire Osborne Chairperson 07900 282923
1st Horringer Beavers
Catherine Williams 07900 282923
1st Horringer Cubs
John Fairlie 07977 252866
1st Horringer Scouts
Paul Markwick 07587 186971
Horringer Gardening Club
Polly Barfoot 01284 735292
WI
Maggie Glavin President 01284 735741
Margaret Chapman Secretary 01284 735939
Horringer Social Club
Jan Frary 01284 735504
Horringer Social Club Football Club
Matthew Billings Secretary 07909 835691

Horringer Crafts
Ms Terrie Jones 01440 705202
Horringer Diary
Kevin Slingsby 01284 848202

diaryeditor@horringer.org.uk
Good Neighbour Scheme
Norman Hanford 01284 736810
Horringer Oil Buying Syndicate
Jeremy Cole 01954 719452
Horringer Pre-school
Stephie Page 01284 735181
Horringer Singers
Jan Emerson  secretary 01284 735638
Kevin Slingsby  musical director 01284 848202
Ickworth Park Primary School
Denise Burrell 01284 735337

www.ickworthpark.suffolk.sch.uk
Little Lottie
Brian Thaxter 01284 735754
Anne Bishop 01284 735609
Neighbourhood Watch
Anne McCord 01284 735253
Hedgehogs Parents & Toddler Group
Lisa Hasler 07772 200223
Parish Clerk
Michelle Thompson 01284 765447

thehorringercumickworthclerk@aol.com
Petanque Team
Glen Billings 01284 735528
Press Correspondent
Robin Davies 01284 735772

robindavies286@btinternet.com
St Leonard’s Church
Revd Christopher Griffiths Rector 01284 736839



Useful Information

Websites
Horringer Village
www.horringer.suffolk.gov.uk
St Edmundsbury Borough Council
www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk
Suffolk County Council
www.suffolkcc.gov.uk
BBC Radio Suffolk
www.bbc.co.uk/radiosuffolk
Suffolk Libraries
www.suffolklibraries.co.uk
Suffolk On Board Passenger Transport
www.suffolkonboard.com
Ickworth Park Primary School
www.ickworthpark.suffolk.sch.uk
Samaritans
www.samaritans.org

Mobile Library
Stop 19A – Pre-School
Four-weekly on Thursdays 9:15-9:40am
12 September, 10 October, 7 November, 
5 December
Stop 15A – Meadow Drive
Four-weekly on Sundays 9:30-9:50am
8 September, 6 October, 3 November, 
1 & 29 December
Managers – Carl Bell & Kevin Lambert
help@suffolklibraries.co.uk   01473 351249

Buses
The timetable opposite shows information
for services between Horringer and Bury St
Edmunds (14, 15, 374) in outline – for full
details see www.suffolkonboard.com, where
you can also find information about Trains
and Connecting Communities Transport
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Bus Timetable




