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Opinions expressed in the Horringer
Diary are those of the originator or
contributor and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Editor or the
Community Council. The Editor
reserves the right to amend
contributions, and the decision is final.

Neither the Editor nor the Community
Council endorse any product or service
advertised in the Diary.

Please note that the Diary copy cut-
off date for the Autumn edition is
Friday 7 August. Please submit all
copy for inclusion to the Diary Editor
by this date via email to
diaryeditor@horringer.org.uk.

Diary Advertising

If you would like to advertise in the
Diary and reach our diverse
demographic to promote your business
or event, the rates are as follows:

1/4 page – £12 / £43 for 1 / 4 issues
1/2 page - £24  / £86 for 1 / 4 issues
Full page - £44 / £152 for 1 / 4 issues

All charges are payable in advance.

The diary is delivered free of charge to
all households in Horringer & Ickworth
(nearly 500 houses), and to local
organisations. For further details, email
diaryads@horringer.org.uk.

Horringer Diary is published by
Horringer Community Council, and
printed by instantprint.co.uk, Unit A
Brookfields Park, Manvers Way,
Manvers, Rotherham, S63 5DR.

The front cover photograph was taken
during the first clap for the NHS on
Thursday 26 March 2020 by Piers Fuller.
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Speed Limits
We are getting encouraging news from
Suffolk County Council Highways about our
efforts to get speed limits reduced on the
A143 north-east of the village. We are
requesting a full 40mph speed limit in the
national speed limit (60mph) section of the
A143 between Horringer and Bury St.
Edmunds. A formal decision is awaited but
the case we have put forward is being
recommended for approval. We now hope for
confirmation of this as soon as possible

Village Signs
We are continuing our provision of new
village entrance signs on all roads into the
village. They are intended to be conspicuous
and welcoming as well as making sure that
motorists are more aware that they must
reduce speed when entering the village. We
have plenty of evidence of vehicles speeding
through Horringer and anything that may
deter such motorists can only be a good
thing. We have been approached by other
parish councils who are impressed and want
similar signage.

Parish Precept
At our December Parish Council meeting we
agreed a parish precept of £ 24,000 for the
financial year 2020/2021. This represents an
increase of just 0.4% over this financial year.
This will enable us to fund the excellent work
of our village organisations as well as
maintenance and improvements.

A143 Footpaths
We continue to lobby Suffolk Highways over
the condition of footpaths in the village. The
County Council argue that they meet their
criteria but in some locations we know that
pedestrians feel unsafe where they are too
narrow, overgrown and potentially
hazardous. At our December meeting we
agreed to continue to pressure the County
Council but also estimate the cost of carrying
out improvements ourselves where paths are
particularly unsafe and will require traffic
control while work is carried out. Meanwhile,
great credit is due to the resident who has
much improved a length of footpath in The
Street to make it safer.

Website
The Parish Council are looking at making
improvements to the website with more
useful information than just minutes and
agendas. We intend to be more up to date on
current issues and projects.

Telephone Box
This has taken longer than expected, we were
hoping to see the phone box relocated very
soon but BT are unable to say when we will
get the power supply to the old box cut off. 

Coronavirus
The Parish Council have joined forces with
the Good Neighbour Scheme to provide
support and assistance to self isolating and
vulnerable people in the village. Three
members of the parish council have
volunteered and over 30 more local residents

Parish Council 
Peter Crofts  Parish Councillor

News — Horringer-cum-Ickworth Parish Council
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News — Parish Council / Horringer Singers / Hospital Chaplaincy

have also done so. We have allocated extra
resources to meet all of the additional costs
of providing help. More information is
provided on the GNS page.
For those who may not be aware, West
Suffolk Council have suspended brown bin
collections until further notice. This is
because of a major loss of operational staff as
a result of critical health issues and the need
to give priority to core services. The Council
have emphasised that the subscription period
will be extended to compensate.
Keep safe and do take care.

Horringer Singers
Kevin Slingsby  01284 848202

In more usual times, we would be about to
give our Holy Week performance of The
Crucifixion by John Stainer, but that, of
course, is now on hold, so let’s look forward
to that in Holy Week 2021 instead!
At present it is unclear as to when we will be
able to recommence singing but let’s hope it
won’t be too long. Meanwhile, there are a
number of online opportunities for singing
springing up – Gareth Malone is running the
Great British Home Chorus, with regular
rehersals on his YouTube channel if you like
music with a lighter feel, and the Self-
Isoltaion Choir is reheasring for a
performance of The Messiah at Home in May.
The current crisis is bringing choir members
together though, and I am pleased that some
members of the Horringer Singers have
joined with members of my church choir in
Oakham to record their parts for a hymn
every week, which I then ‘stitch’ together
with organ accompaniment to be part of the
Sunday morning live-streamed service – have
a look on facebook.com/oakhamteam if you’d
like to see the result!

Hospital Chaplaincy
Heather Corbell 07730 221121
When anyone from Horringer is in hospital, of
course, they usually have family and/or
friends to visit. However, sometimes
someone is in who doesn't have family
nearby, or who would just welcome an extra
visit, especially as I am there outside of
normal visiting times.
Just a text to let me know who, and which
ward if you know, means I can pop in and
have a brief chat (about general things, not
necessarily faith-related), and entirely if they
feel like it at the time.

Your advertisement 

could be here...

A quarter page costs 
less than £11 per quarter,
and is delivered free of

charge to nearly 
500 households 

in Horringer.

See page 2 for 
more details.
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News — Horringer-cum-Ickworth Community Council

The Present Situation
1. The Hall, Committee Room and Social Club
are closed until further notice under COVID-
19 government regulations.
2. Low numbers of volunteers wish to remain
on the management committee and
potentially only one new volunteer has
responded to the leaflet appeal to join the
team. 
3. No current income from bookings.
4. Continued expenses include standing
charges: utilities (electricity, water, wifi,
insurance, caretaker inspections and deep
cleaning) and pre-agreed maintenance work
(installation of exterior lightening by
emergency evacuation route). 
Our treasurer has always insisted that we
need adequate capital reserves in case of
closure so we have monies in hand to offset
such ongoing overhead expenses in the
shorter term. Regular bookings have been
cancelled for the time being and one off
bookings have been postponed. 
On reopening, village bookings will be given
priority.

The Future 
The hall and car parking areas are currently in
excellent order (following last DIY decorating
day, reroofing, car park relining and
shrub/tree/ditch cleaning and sewerage &
drains maintenance works) but the electric
storage heaters are old and failing. 
If our centre is to attract new bookings, there
is a need to improve two types of facilities,
namely Visual and Sound system and replace
the heating system.

A Dilemma – Horringer Community Centre
Gordon Hughes

Bryan Stokes (past Chairman) and Brian
Thaxter, with two committee members, have
obtained two quotes to install a high quality
overhead projector for laptop presentations ,
films and Apple TV which allows links to
mobile phones. Once a third quote is
obtained they plan to apply for grants and in
addition Brian Thaxter intends to make a
donation in memory of his late wife Janet.
The likely cost could exceed £10,000.
One quote obtained for a replacement air
heat pump system incorporating wall
mounted digitally controlled outlets could
cost around £20,000 but save electricity and
help climate change. Again two more quotes
need to be obtained once we are able to get
companies to visit, before any grant
applications can be considered. 
However we desperately need additional
volunteers onto the Hall management
committee to replace long-serving members
not seeking re-election at the AGM (Virtual or
Real) on 18 May otherwise future bookings
may have to be restricted to village
organisations only at a potentially increased
hire rate and the old storage heating system
propped up!
Approaches will now be made on a personal
basis before 18 May so we can plan ahead
with confidence and the whole-hearted
support of our village community, rather than
constant apprehension about the future.
Army style volunteering will not be an option!
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This time is a learning curve for us all, myself
included. I am no longer celebrating
Communion alone at home, as it simply
doesn't feel right to do so when my
parishioners wait for the day when we can
return to our church buildings, which are the
public places of worship for everyone.
Words in a recent letter from the Archbishops
chimed with me: ‘clergy may choose to
abstain from celebration of the sacrament of
Holy Communion for such time as this is not
physically accessible to lay people. They may
choose to follow this course of action
intentionally for the duration of the present
emergency.’ I have gratefully accepted this
permission to follow my feelings.
I hope you are all able to fnd some time for
prayer, study and refection. Lent is a
wilderness season and we fnd ourselves very
much in that wilderness due to the current
circumstances. However, it is worth
remembering that, for many people
throughout the world, worrying about
material things and having restrictions placed
on freedom of movement is simply ‘business
as usual’. I wonder if this time might give us
pause for thought about our simple human
solidarity with them?
Following Government advice, all church
buildings are closed not only for public
worship but to all visitors. However, the

Church is the people, not the building, and
continues albeit in a different form, in prayer
and in acts of loving service. We continue to
journey together in spirit on life's pilgrimage.
The Old Testament story from Exodus tells of
Moses feeing Pharoah's wrath, after killing an
Egyptian. He travels to the foreign land of
Midian, and defends the priest Reuel’s
daughters when some shepherds try to stop
them from drawing water from a well. When
Reuel learns of this, he has his daughters
invite Moses, a stranger and a foreigner, to
break bread with him & his family. This is the
tradition of neighbourliness that runs like a
thread through the Bible, with the concept of
who the ‘neighbour’ actually is becoming
ever-more generous. It occurred to me as I
read this passage that many are living out
that broad & generous concept of
neighbourliness today. We might think of
those who help to others in community
schemes, who are observing rules on social
distancing, and who are taking only what is
needed.
This will be a challenging and diffcult time for
many people – something of our anxiety can
be heard in the lament from the psalm, ‘why
are the nations in tumult?’ 
As we face a global epidemic, I want to
reassure you of the presence of the Church in
our communities. You are all in my prayers, as

News from St Leonard’s
Revd Christopher Griffiths   Rector
The Rectory, Manor Lane – tel 736839 – email horringer.rectory@gmail.com

www.horringerbenefice,info

Greetings to you in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. As we
approach Holy Week and Easter, it feels strange not to be marking this time
in our church buildings. However, there are many ways to observe the
occasion, and I share some of them below. I hope you can join in a way that
feels right for you.
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News — St Leonard’s Church

I return to parish duties after a period of ill-
health. Since being certified unfit for work by
my GP, I have been diagnosed variously with
anxiety, depression and diabetes (Type 2).
These conditions are ongoing, and while I feel
well enough to return to duties, I will need to
ask for forbearance as I come back ‘online’
while learning for myself how to live day to
day as a human being, Christian and priest
with these conditions.  It may mean some
changes to my pace and way of working, and
I know I can count on your understanding
during this time as I adjust and discern.
Given these circumstances, I have reflected
carefully with much thought and prayer, and
come to the conclusion that it would not be
the correct course of action for me to seek or
take up another post. I am keen now to draw
together the good work that is already
happening in our church communities in
response to COVID-19. 
I am looking forward to taking up my duties
again and ministering alongside you all for
the sake of the Gospel.  I also want to thank
each and every single one of you for your
good wishes and all your efforts to maintain
the rhythm of parish life in what I know has
been a trying and testing time.  You're all in
my prayers.
Let us pray for the world, this nation, our
government and health services, and all who
suffer or are in fear as a result of the
epidemic.  
‘For I am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ - St Paul,
Romans 8.38-40.
Should you need a listening ear at this time
please don't hesitate to call me.

May you know the peace of God in your
hearts and in your lives, and be blessed with
care and concern in giving and receiving.
Peace and blessings
Christopher

A Prayer in These Diffcult Times
Ah my dear Lord, the church is locked
but let my heart be open to your presence;
there let us make, you and I,
your Easter garden;
plant it with fowers,
and let the heavy stone be rolled away.
Amen.

Fabric Update
We have been discussing the plans for
improving the church’s facilities. We have
decided to go ahead with the kitchenette in
the new year, and renovations to the church.
The siting of the kitchenette will involve the
removal of just three pews in the back north
corner of the church, and the re-siting of
some wall plaques. The moving of those three
pews will also make a more versatile space,
especially useful when there are small
children in the All-age service, using toys on
the carpeted area. It has been decided not to
go ahead with a toilet in the church, for the
time being

St Leonard’s Bells – Winter 
Dedications & Visiting Bands

Sally Crouch 01284 735338
Peals were rung in November and again in De-
cember by the Suffolk Guild. Quarter Peals
were rung in November for St Edmunds Day
by the Cathedral Ringers.  Quarters were also
rung in December by the Cathedral Ringers
and by the Sheffield University Guild. The Suf-
folk Guild returned in January for a quarter
peal in memory of Buster Crouch.
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Since launching the project we have had a
fantastic response from people in the village
wanting to help and have recruited 35 new
volunteers, many of them younger than the
usual GNS volunteers. 
Please use the service – the volunteers are
keen to help. The leaflet sets out what we will
do if you have no one who can currently help
you – don’t hesitate to ring the on call phone .
And if you need help which is not on the list
ring us up and talk to us about it. By the way
we can do dog walking.
Please rest assured that the new volunteers
will be working under the umbrella of the
GNS. We are supported by Community Action
Suffolk who provide advice and guidance. We

are insured. We have policies on
safeguarding, privacy, health and safety,
managing risk and whistleblowing.
Volunteers who will need to handle money
are DBS checked (ie checked to make sure
they have no criminal record) All our policies
are on the village website for you to see. So if
you use the service you can rest assured that
we will act in a professional way and respect
your wishes and your privacy.
The volunteers have all been issued with
yellow identity badges and have had
guidance on keeping you and them safe. We
want to try and avoid handling cash if
possible as this increases the risk of spreading
infection; so if you are able to pay for your
shopping or prescriptions on line or by card

Horringer Good Neighbour Scheme
Neighbours Helping Neighbours

Wendy Cullingworth Chair  
01284 735044  wendycullingworth@btinternet.com

The Good Neighbour Scheme has sadly had to cancel its monthly teas and lunches because
of the coronavirus but in partnership with the Parish Council and supported by the
Community Council and the Church we have launched our Corona Kindness project.
Everyone should have received a leaflet through the door but it is here in the diary too. We
aim to provide some practical local support to everyone in the village who needs it.
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News — Good Neighbours Scheme

on the phone this will help. But we will handle
cash if this is the only way. When you phone
for help the on call officer will discuss this
with you.
To request any of our services just call
07532 274795 Mon to Fri 9.00am to 5.30pm.

Recent events
In December we had a fantastic Christmas
lunch at the Plough in Rede. We extended
thanks to Joyce and Brian and their team of
great staff for looking after us so well all year.
Our Christmas afternoon tea in the
Community Centre was a festive event with
tasty home made refreshments on beautiful
posh china including cake stands plus gifts for
everyone! (pictured left & below)
At the January tea, Maggie Woodhouse from
West Suffolk Hospital ran a lively interactive
sessions on the hazards of getting older and
managed to make it good fun.
We are planning our annual seaside outing
which will be a visit to Felixstowe on 3
September.

We would like to thank the WI for their
fantastic £1000 donation. Thanks also to
donations in memory of Janet Thaxter and
Phyllis Slingsby.
Thank you to the Parish Council for their
continued and valued support in the form of a
£1000 grant. This pays for our overheads and
towards our annual seaside outing.
Sadly we have lost two of our members
recently-Doris Sergeant and Phyllis Slingsby.
They  regularly attended our lunches and teas
and we were very fond of them. They  will be
much missed.
Gwen Bates was 100 years old in March and
we wish her a very Happy Birthday.

Can you sew? – Support West
Suffolk Hospital Needs Scrubs!

Fiona Berry

fie.holliday@icloud.com
01284 735341 / 07518 609038
We are forecasting a surge in demand for
these from our staff and current suppliers
may be unable to meet said demand.
If anyone is interested in helping sew; fabric,
patterns and materials can be provided.
Delivery of materials and collection of
finished scrubs will be organised through the
Facebook group. If anyone in the village is
interested please do join the group if they
have Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/21809368
2936917/?ref=share
If you don’t have Facebook, please let me
have your your name, address and a contact
number and what you require (eg fabric,
patterns etc) I will coordinate on behalf of the
village. 
I can then deliver and collect on behalf of the
village. Thanks.
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Coronavirus – COVID-19

Coronavirus Advice
www.gov.uk/coronavirus
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
As of 26 March 2020 the Government has
said:
The single most important action we can all
take, in fighting coronavirus, is to stay at
home in order to protect the NHS and save
lives.
Full guidance on staying at home and away
from others can be found on gov.uk

Staying at Home
You should only leave the house for very
limited purposes:
• shopping for basic necessities, for example

food and medicine, which must be as
infrequent as possible.

• one form of exercise a day, for example a
run, walk, or cycle - alone or with members
of your household.

• any medical need, including to donate
blood, avoid or escape risk of injury or
harm, or to provide care or to help a
vulnerable person.

• travelling for work purposes, but only
where you cannot work from home.

These reasons are exceptions – even when
doing these activities, you should be
minimising time spent outside of the home
and ensuring you are 2 metres apart from
anyone outside of your household.
When we reduce our day-to-day contact
with other people, we will reduce the spread
of the infection and save lives. This remains
the case when you are helping others.
You should not go inside the homes of anyone
you do not live with, especially vulnerable
people or people who believe they may be

infected and are isolating themselves.
Breaking these rules could put you at risk of
infection, or risk spreading it to others.
Do not leave your home if you, or other
members of your household have
coronavirus symptoms
Do not leave your home if you have either:
• a high temperature – this means you feel

hot to touch on your chest or back (you do
not need to measure your temperature)

• a new, continuous cough – this means
coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3
or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if
you usually have a cough, it may be worse
than usual)

To protect others, do not go to places like a
GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. Stay at
home.
Use the 111 online coronavirus service to find
out what to do.

How to Stop Infection Spreading
There are things you can do to help reduce
the risk of you and anyone you live with
getting ill with coronavirus:
Do
• wash your hands with soap and water often

– do this for at least 20 seconds
• use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are

not available
• wash your hands as soon as you get back

home
• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or

your sleeve (not your hands) when you
cough or sneeze

• put used tissues in the bin immediately and
wash your hands afterwards

Don't
• do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if

your hands are not clean
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Coronavirus – COVID-19

(Taken from
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/ on 27 March 2020 – please check this
website for up to current advice after this date)
To reduce risk and understand our actions
we need to understand the different groups
in our community right now: 

12 Week Shielding
Anyone over 70 or with a pre-existing chronic
health condition MUST STAY HOME FOR 12
WEEKS FROM MOTHERS DAY or receipt of
their government letter. This group should
stay at home to safeguard their health, they
should make arrangements for deliveries of
shopping and medication etc. to be dropped
to their doorstep. They can enjoy their
garden, or sit out on their doorstep for fresh
air and natural light, providing they can stay a
minimum of 2 meters away from others.

7/14 Days Isolation
Anyone who has symptoms MUST STAY
HOME FOR 7 DAYS if they live alone. If they
live with others the entire household MUST
STAY HOME FOR 14 DAYS. This is called self-
isolating or quarantine. 

Healthy & Low Risk Population
Avoid any unnecessary journeys, choose your
own car over public transport, keep your
distance from others in public places, and
wash your hands with soap regularly and for
at least 20 seconds each time.
This is not a definitive guide but hopefully it
will give you points to consider in protecting
those you are delivering to and yourself. 
With thanks to Community Action Suffolk for
supporting our Good Neighbour Scheme at this
time
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News — Good Neighbours Scheme

Horringer Gardening Club
Polly Barfoot

Chairman  

pollybarfoot@aol.com
07971 149919

On Monday 10 February the Horringer
Gardening Club welcomed Adam Frost,
Gardeners World presenter, Garden Designer
(7 golds at Chelsea) and author.  

It was a ticket only event and sold out weeks
before the event.  
It was good to see the hall full and to hear
Adam’s journey from early beginnings with
Geoff Hamilton on Gardeners World in the
1980’s, to now running his own garden
courses and designing Chelsea Gardens.  
He also sold his latest gardening books which
he was happy to sign.
The evening was rounded off by light
refreshments and a raffle.  The evening was a

great success and I would like to thank all the
club members and committee who helped
with the set up, refreshments, raffle and
general admin that altogether made the
evening so enjoyable.
Our future meetings are listed below and
details can be found on our website
(horringer-gardening-club.co.uk), and are of
course, subject to the uncertainties of when
current restrictions may be relaxed:
Monday 11 May Jewels in the Clouds – Rosie
Ward, East Anglian Alpine Society
Monday 8 June Plant Combinations – Anne
McCord
Saturday 18 July 135th Annual Flower Show
2.00 pm
Monday 14 September Pelargoniums
Explained – Ken Abel, Prize Pelargoniums
Monday 12 October Rare, unusual &
beautiful shrubs – Jim Paine, Walnut Tree
Nursery, Norfolk (with plant sales)
Monday 9 November Garden Bird Watch –
Jamey Redway, British Trust for Ornithology,
The Nunnery, Thetford
Monday 14 December Christmas social in the
hall
All meetings will be held at the Community
centre at 7.30pm, you do not need to be a
member to attend.  Costs are £1 for
members, £3 for guests.  All welcome.





20

News — Little Lottie

It was another record breaking year for Little
Lottie raising £1,487.00 for the upkeep of our
hall. A total of £9,078.00 since we started. A
big thank you, to you all, for your support,
that is a fantastic sum.
We have increased the number of
stakeholders  again this year and we are
pleased to announce that the monthly prizes
will increase to £60, £30 and £20. It is also
hoped to continue with the Christmas Bonus
draw. This is assuming you will all renew
again this year.

Yes, Renewals Are Due
Thank you, to those of you who have already
renewed for 2020. 
The (nearly) 200 stakeholders who pay by
Standing Order will have a debit from your
bank account at the beginning of January. We
appreciate you paying in this way, it certainly
helps us with the administration.
Anyone still paying in cash/cheque can
change to Standing Order, just have a word
with us and we can help with the form.
It remains just £1 for one stake per month,
£12 for the year.
We are very grateful to be able to do our
monthly draw at ‘The Pop Up Coffee Shop’, it
is a very good promotional platform. Thank
you to the WI ladies who work so hard in the
kitchen to make it a success.
Good Luck to all our stakeholders this year
and,
Yes, you do have to be ‘in it to win it’

Congratulations to our recent winners,
especially our Christmas Bonus Draw
winners. The Christmas draw was held
at the GNS tea and it was very pleasing
to have a prize winner in the hall again
this year:
Winners – November 2019
1st Prize – Brian Stokes £60
2nd Prize – Doreen Gibbons £25
3rd Prize – T & S Pollerman £15
Winners – December 2019
1st Prize – Di Stokes £60
2nd Prize – S & D Fawcett £25
3rd Prize – Helen Gow £15
Winners – Christmas Bonus Draw 2019
1st Prize – Sarah Martin £100
2nd Prize – M & J Sandry £75
3rd Prize – Denise Dinsey £50
Winners – January 2020
1st Prize – Thelma Brown £60
2nd Prize – Roy & Janet Clark £30
3rd Prize – Mel Sheard £20
Winners – February 2020
1st Prize – Viv Pearson £60
2nd Prize – Mark & Emma Gateley £30
3rd Prize – Julie Dawes £20
Winners – March 2020
1st Prize – Francis Milne £60
2nd Prize – M & W Berry £30
3rd Prize – Brian Rusher £20

Little Lottie News
Anne Bishop  01284 735609

Brian Thaxter  01284 735754
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News — Horringer and Ickworth WI

Rachel Andrews came to speak to us in
November and gave an amazing talk. She has
recently retired as a paediatric and adult
Ophthalmic Sister at the West Suffolk
Hospital after 27 years. She originally went to
Moulvibazar Eye Hospital, in North East
Bangladesh, a hospital founded in 1972 to
bring eye care to the very poor population in
2006 with a small team to help train the
doctors and nurses in eye nursing and
surgery, but very quickly became personally
involved. In 2012 she raised £6000 to send a
shipping container of refurbished NHS
ophthalmic equipment to the hospital, which
improved treatment significantly. Since that
first visit she has formed the charity ‘Vision
for Bangladesh’ of which she is the
Operations Manager, the objective being to
reach children going blind and paying for the
procedure and also to fund adults too poor to
fund themselves, now treating up to 4000
people a year. She clearly loves the country
and its people visiting every other year. The
joy and enthusiasm of restoring the eyesight
of children and adults alike shone through.
Later that month we had our Christmas
Lunch, which as previous years was at the
Bury Golf Club and it certainly did not
disappoint. I very much suspect we shall be
going again next Christmas.
Our December meeting was a homespun
affair, when, led by our member Janis Cooper,
we were shown how to make a floral
Christmas arrangement. Janis showed us

firstly how it was done, and then with a lot of
patience helped us make our own, which I
have to say all turned out very nice. Even
those of us who usually just plonk flowers in a
vase managed a decent job. A buffet was
provided by members of the committee, who
as always provided a delicious spread. We
were joined by two representatives from the
Bury St Edmunds Women’s Aid Centre, who
accepted Christmas gifts donated by our
members for the women who are in need of
their service. 
January meeting was in the afternoon and
again we did not have a speaker, but we had a
Beetle Drive instead. Once again food was an
attraction as tea and cakes were served
during the afternoon. Members were asked
to bring one of their wedding day
photographs, which were on display for
members to ‘guess the bride’ I think some
were easier to guess than others from what I
heard. It did seem to generate a lot of fun.
Our speaker in February was Heather Tilbury
Phillips, and what a packed house we had with
over 50 visitors, mostly from other WI’s.
Heather talked about her time working with
Dame Mary Quant as her PR and Marketing
Manager in the 1970’s and remains friends with
her to this day. She was appointed advisor to
the V&A’s exhibition and a book celebrating
the achievements of Mary Quant. Mary
Quant’s first shop was in King’s Road, called
Bazaar and opened in 1955. The mini skirt was
a Mary Quant design, and swept into

Horringer and Ickworth WI
Maria Mallan  

Press Secretary
This report goes some months back now, and it seems almost like another age, before
Coronovirus entered our lives. But we have had some very interesting speakers since
November, which I hope you will enjoy reading about.
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popularity in the ‘Swinging Sixties’, then she
came up with the idea of coloured and
patterned tights to accompany the garment
and preserve the wearers modesty. She also
created the ‘paint box ‘ make up crayons,
which many of our members remembered,
shiny plastic raincoats and pinafore dresses.
Through the 70’s she designed household
goods such as bed linen, carpets, paint and
wallpaper. In 1988 she designed the interior of
a ‘Mini Designer’, it had black and white
striped seats, with the steering wheel
displaying the iconic ‘Daisy’ Logo. Heather was
a brilliant speaker, she brought along some
memorabilia and illustrated her talk with
photographs. It was a great opportunity to
hear first hand from somebody who knows
Mary Quant so well and who was closely
involved in the fashion scene of the 60’s.
Apparently Mary Quant has just celebrated her
90th Birthday. That to me is unbelievable, I still
picture her with her famous 5 point haircut!!
Our March meeting took a very different
form, when Chloe Anderson from England
Netball came to tell us about the partnership
between England Netball and the WI
promoting Walking Netball, which is a slower
version of the game most of us played at
school. No Shorts or trainers required!! The

project, which is funded by Sport England, is
to introduce Walking Netball to WI’s across
the country, and to train WI members as
hosts to continue delivering the programme.
Chloe explained all the ins and outs of
Walking Netball, and she stressed that you
are able to go at your own pace making it
suitable for anyone to play regardless of age
or fitness level. I think most of us were a little
sceptical, but before long we found ourselves
in two groups with netballs thoroughly
enjoying ourselves. We were asked at the end
of the session how many of us would be
interested in setting up a group and
surprisingly I think about 90% of us put our
hands up!! So it looks as if Horringer and
Ickworth WI may well be taking up the
challenge to ‘Get a Wiggle On’ . Watch this
space!
Due to Coronovirus I am unsure when we will
be meeting again, like everything else it is all
on hold. But I can assure you we will be back,
with an interesting programme as always.
Maybe after these weeks of lock down, you
will decide to try something new in which
case the WI would be a good place to start.
In the meantime, please keep well and safe.
All good wishes from Horringer and Ickworth
WI.
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Ickworth Closed
We’ve sadly taken the decision to close
all our gated parks and gardens, in
addition to our houses, shops and
cafés, coast and countryside in many
places to help restrict the spread of
coronavirus. Even though the
government is allowing for restricted
daily exercise, the public must take
personal responsibility and adhere to
government advice which says to stay
at home, and where exercise in outdoor
space is needed it should be done
locally, with no need for unnecessary
travel. We appreciate Ickworth is your
local property but we must remain
closed to the public to ensure that we
continue to follow government
guidance, and that our national
message is loud and clear to stay safe
and stay at home.

Director General Hilary McGrady:
There is so much the public can do at
home, and over the coming weeks our
website, social media feeds, podcasts
and video will become even more
important, ensuring the places of
nature, beauty and history that we care
for on behalf of the nation can remain
open for business virtually while we are
temporarily closed.
‘We will also be ramping up our efforts to
help people connect with nature
wherever they are and to find moments
of joy in the world around them. We will
be providing rich content and staying in
touch with our members and followers
throughout this time.
On that note we can share a few
updates with it being Springtime on the
estate, with over 132 new- born lambs
already and an abundance of life across
the estate with flowers blooming and
active wildlife. 

Abbi Lang Senior Visitor Experience & Marketing Officer

abbi.lang@nationaltrust.org.uk  www.nationaltrust.org.uk/Ickworth

Ickworth
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During closure we have essential
work going on to keep important
buildings, collections and gardens
safe, secure and tended. And we
continue to care for vulnerable
wildlife. If you have any queries,
please visit our website for the latest
updates or contact us on email
ickworth@nationaltrust.org.uk. 
To celebrate Easter why not try your
hand at baking the Ickworth Hot
Cross Buns scone recipe to get your
scone of the month fix. 

Hot Cross Bun Scone
Recipe x 8
For the Scones
450g Self-Raising Flour 
112g Margarine 
42g Caster Sugar 
42g Mixed Dried Fruit 
1 Egg 
150mls Milk
½ tsp Mixed Spice
Bake in oven at 170-180 degrees for 15-20
mins. 
For the Cross Mix 
150g Plain Flour 
20mls Cooking Oil 
150mls Water 
Mix together until elastic in consistency. 
For the Glaze 
100g Sugar 
100mls Water 
Mix to a syrup consistency & glaze scones
once out of the oven. 
Method 
1. Place the flour, margarine, sugar & mixed
spice in a bowl and turn into bread crumb
state. 

2. Add the eggs & milk and mix until a soft
dough form. 
3. Roll out onto a floured surface and cut out
with a 7cm scone cutter. 
4. Brush top with milk and cross with cross
mix using a piping bag. 
5. Once out of the oven brush tops with sugar
glaze
Thanks to Margaret Hemsworth for this great
photo (left). Other photos courtesy National
Trust Images.
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We write this at a strange time for us all.
The last few weeks of the Spring Term have been very different to usual, with the introduc-
tion of lockdown, and the closure of the Pre-School to all but the families of key workers
and vulnerable children.

But we are still staying positive: the sun is
shining, the leaves are appearing on the
trees, and our children are still growing,
learning, and exploring the world.
We don’t know what the Summer Term will
bring - but whether we are open properly, or
in a more limited way as now, we will
continue to offer caring, friendly and fun
‘Outstanding’ childcare.
And we very much look forward to the world
getting back to normal by the Autumn Term,
and all of our children and families reuniting,
healthy and happy, in our wonderful new
building!
Plus, there have been some exciting recent
developments…

Horringer Pre-School
Emma Jones

New Horringer Forest School
The start of the Spring Term saw the opening
of our new Horringer Forest School which was
established by Rebecca Dodman (Level 3
Forest School Leader and Primary Teacher).
The sessions which are currently free take
place for Pre-school children on Tuesday
mornings in the Pre-School woodland copse
where the environment enables the children
to develop re-lationships with the natural
world. The Pre-School sessions are led by
Rebecca with the support of Mel Hyde and
Michelle Hempstead (Level 3 NVQ in
Childcare Practitioners). 
Our aim at Horringer Forest School is to
create opportunities for children to immerse
them-selves in our safe woodland
environment: where we inspire learners to
develop their per-sonal, social and emotional
skills; through taking risks, making choices
and initiating hands on learning experiences;
enabling children to create long term
memories, to become confi-dent, successful
learners and grow as unique individuals. 
Activities include: den building, wild art and
crafts, low ropes and balance bridges, digging
and mud sculpting, and nature hunts. The
children often play team games and have a
snack in the woodland. Observations and
reflective practice feature in each session to
ensure the children’s achievements are
celebrated and their next steps are identified. 
Rebecca would like to thank the local
residents that have kindly donated their
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wares to help set up a mud kitchen and those
who have given their time/support to
establish the new For-est School for
Horringer.

Horringer Acorn Project
Despite the coronavirus, work continues on
the Horringer Acorn Project. We would like to
thank everybody for your continued support! 
We’ve had some wonderful local donations
recently: a £5,000 grant from the Parish
Council; £1,500 from our Ward Councillor
Terry Clements; and £400 each from
Councillors Patrick Chung and Mike Chester.
We are also very grateful for the community
response to our launch of the ‘Friends of Hor-
ringer Acorn Appeal’, which raised nearly
£5,000! Thank you very much to everyone
who contributed.
These donations add onto the proceeds from
all our recent events: our Chocolate Truffle
Workshop and the Christmas Tree Switch-On
in December, plus the Quiz and the Bubble
Show in February, which were well-
supported, and great fun.
Obviously all future planned events are now
on hold. But we are still very hopeful that we
will be able to install the new building during
August – watch this space…!

If you would like to support us, you can Buy A
Brick (from £5) at virginmoneygiv-
ing.com/fund/buyabrickhorringer, or you can
become a Friend (from £100) here:
www.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/friend 
Thank you again to everyone for your
amazing support - we are so grateful!

Looking Ahead
We are obviously being guided by the
Government as to what will happen to the
Pre-School over the next few months.
For the latest information, please visit our
Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/hppublic.
But we are expecting the Pre-School to be
open as normal in the Autumn Term - in our
wonderful new building!
If you would like your child to be the first to
enjoy our new building and facilities, please
get in touch with Stephie at
manager@horringerpreschool.co.uk - we
have spaces available.
You can also get more information on our
website: www.horringerpreschool.co.uk
Wishing you all as healthy and happy a few
months as possible, stay safe until we meet
again!



Firstly I would like to say how much I miss
seeing you all at group. Our last session felt
surreal, but it was good to sit down and chat
with you and rest assured as soon as this is
over we will be back with a BIG party in store
before Christmas (we hope).
We has a busy start to the year, and
welcomed new families and seen old families
return, which is wonderful. We have also been
lucky to have had two brand new shiny trikes
donated to us from the Horringer 'Pop up
ladies'  which the children LOVE, we are very
grateful, thank you ladies.
I hope you and your families are keeping well,
you know I am here if you need anything.  It's
great hearing from you and seeing your
photo's, keep it up.
We are due to return in September but if
things improve before, maybe we could

Horringer Hedgehogs Baby & Toddler Group
Lisa Hasler Chair
lisahasler.wixsite.com/horringer-hedgehogs 
horringerhedgehogs@hotmail.co.uk 07772 200223

arrange a walk in the park or a small meet up,
lets stay in touch. Our next Children's Nearly
New Sale is scheduled for Sat 19th
September 2-4pm, tables £7, payment will be
taken nearer the time.
Meanwhile, keep your spirits up, maybe make
some playdoh, cornflour gloop or fake ice
cream:
1 cup plain flour; 1 cup warm water; 1/2 cup
salt; 2 tablespoons of oil; food colouring
(optional)
Mix together dry ingredients; in a separate
bowl or cup mix the water, colouring and oil;
pour the water into the flour and bring
together with a spoon; knead into a dough
for a few minutes; sStore in a plastic
sandwich bag (squeeze the air out).
I cannot wait to be back to normal and see
your faces again.
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When I last wrote a piece for the Horringer news I imagined my next piece would be all
about our 30th Celebration on 9th March. How quickly the world has changed! Less than a
month after our celebration we suddenly found ourselves in the midst of National
Emergency.

However, I will start with the celebration, I
think it’s important to remember how life was
before, and hopefully, how it will be once this
is all over. 
We were pleased so many people came along
to our 30th Birthday celebrations. It was
lovely to see so many people who had
previously been involved with the school.
Staff including former Headteacher Marion
Miles all came along to reminisce and share
their memories of the school. Marion was the
first Head of the new school, we had dug out
some photos and film footage of the school
being built, she spoke to me about what it
was like setting up a new school and how
people from all over the county came to see
the modern building. (The same one I am now
moaning about 30 years later because the
roof leaks!) 
Children and their families had made some
amazing cakes for us to share at the
Afternoon Tea. We gave the theme of 30 year
of Ickworth Park Primary. The resulting
designs were very inventive, they tasted
delicious too, do have a look on our website
at the photos. Needless to say there was so
much cake that we ate it at break-time for the

Ickworth Park Primary School
Denise Burrell   Headteacher

whole of the week! Our Fabulous PTA served
the cakes and teas and coffees to everyone, I
think at one point there must have been 200
adults and children in school. A huge thank
you to everyone who came along.
By the following week it was becoming
apparent that COVID-19 was looming and
that this would have an impact on school. We
began to prepare for closure, we had no idea
when this would be, but looking at what was
happening in the rest of Europe it was clear
we would be next. When the announcement
came were rather taken by surprise. We had
been preparing for full closure and thinking
about how we could best support pupils and
their families with learning at home. We
certainly weren’t expecting to be providing
child care as well.
The government announcement was not
initially accompanied by guidance, that didn’t
arrive until gone midnight the following day.
We had two days to plan what we were going
to do and half of that we were in the dark!
When the guidance did arrive it wasn’t very
helpful. We understood we were supporting
Key Workers and that children would be best
being cared for at home. We also understood
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very clearly that children are probably the
biggest spreaders of the virus and often don’t
show symptoms themselves. So imagine our
surprise to find we had 60 key workers with
potentially almost 100 children between
them! How was this going to slow the virus,
why were we closing? 
The critical incident team made the difficult
decision to only offer support to families with
both parents as Key Workers. This reduced
our number of children to a potential 24-
which still seemed a lot. Especially as
somehow we had to staff a Rota and
minimize risk to those staff as well as keep
everyone 2 meters apart. Fortunately over
the weekend the government clarified their
advice and made it very clear that our
provision really was a last resort and only to
be used when absolutely necessary. Children
were best being cared for at home and that
families shouldn’t mix or let their children
play together. Parks and playgrounds were
closed. Government financial support offered
since then has hopefully made the decision
easier for families who were worried about
loss of income. Employers are being asked to
support/furlough those who have child care
needs.
The risks of having frontline NHS staff’s
children in school have become even clearer
since the lockdown announcement. As
children are asymptomatic, one child could
easily spread the virus to others in our
setting, they in turn could infect their parents,
the very Key Workers who are needed so
desperately right now. In addition staff from
school could be infected and pass the virus to
their families too. We have needed to put
measures in place to cope with the situation,
including strict cleaning protocols, a Rota
that stretches our team to the limits, but
ensures they have minimum exposure with

appropriate time away from the building
between shifts to allow for symptoms to
show, limited use of the school building and a
scaled down catering provision. 
We really want to provide the care for those
who absolutely do not have any other
alternative, we are pleased that those people
who are using us for this care recognise that
we are the very last resort and are keeping
their uptake to the bare minimum. I am
thankful that so many of my staff have
stepped up and offered their support. Overall
we want our children to remember this as a
time where it was fun being at home with
their parents. For those that do have to come
to school we are trying to keep things light
hearted and enjoyable. Even if you do not
attend Ickworth Park Primary School do look
at our website, there is advice on keeping well
and mental health that can support everyone. 
Alongside all of this staff have been trying to
signpost to parents good ideas for home
learning, deal with providing Free school
meals support for those in need,
communicate what is actually happening to
the various groups within the school
community and deal with the shock along
with everyone else. Like many others we are
having to learn to live with our families 24/7,
shopping for elderly neighbours and being
apart from our extended families. Things that
we were looking forward to like the Easter
holidays are becoming indistinct from
everyday life and new routines are being
established. I have a feeling there will be
some very smart home, tidy gardens and a
glut of fresh produce in the autumn.
From all of us at Ickworth Park Primary we
hope you do follow government advice and
stay at home and stay safe. We wish you a
peaceful Easter.
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As we look forward to spring with the snowdrops already out and our daffodil bulbs waiting
to burst into flower, we can smile at those dark wet winter days with no heat or electricity
that our beautiful little church has had to endure. 

On the 22nd December we had our Carols by
torch and candlelight, the church looked
magnificent and it was great to see Lord
Bristol and his lovely wife Meredith in
attendance. We had over 120 people in our
little church, who enjoyed the mulled wine
and mince pies at the end of the service. The
church looked so beautiful thanks to our
volunteer flower arrangers Lauren and
Amanda. We also much appreciate the
participation of our harmonium player, Val
Matthews, and the bible readers Jayne Gilbert
and Richard Glinn, thank you all! 
We are delighted to have our first booking of
the year when the BSE Male Voice Choir will
be singing to us on the 27th September, and
our ever-popular Vault tours are now in place.
All dates are listed on our website.
Obviously and sensibly the National Trust
have closed Ickworth Park due to the masses
who invaded it thinking it a good idea to get
their exercise there, but what it does mean
for us in the church is that our only form
income has now dried up from the visitors
who kindly make a donation in our collection
tray. 

We get no income from either the Diocese or
the National Trust so are dependent on our
visitors and events that we put on for our
survival, and although we have been very
lucky over the (almost) seven years since we
reopened after the restoration, we are now
experiencing maintenance costs that are
likely to mean we could be finishing our
current year by making a loss for the first
time, if coronavirus continues through the
summer months.
We have now been able to set up a fundraising
account with ‘Donate’ and already starting to
see a trickle of donations coming through. If
you would like to donate to our funds by text
it would be much appreciated: To donate £1,
text 70201 to ICCT; to donate £3, text 70331 to
ICCT; to donate £5, text 70970 to ICCT; to
donate £10, text 70191 to ICCT.

Forthcoming Events:
12 June – Full church tour including the
Family Vault and the clock tower (10.00am)
For any of these events please contact John
Porter, Church Co-ordinator, on 735596 or
email: john@ickworthchurch.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church Ickworth
John Porter   Church Co-ordinator
01284 735596   john@ickworthchurch.org.uk
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News — Horringer & Ickworth Neighbourhood Watch

This is the last time that I will write
an article for Horringer Diary as
Chairman of the local
Neighbourhood Watch as I am
retiring from the post at the end of
May. I joined NW in November 2008
as Co-ordinator for Hawthorn Drive
but later added Hazel Drive when
the Co-ordinator there left the
village. I finally became Chairman in
August 2016.
During this time, I have seen many changes
as the result of cuts in both police numbers
and funding. At the beginning, a police officer
would regularly attend our meetings; we
were kept informed and worked closely with
the police. The Suffolk Neighbourhood Watch
Association is now the overall body for
Suffolk and is part of the nationwide
organisation – The Neighbourhood Watch
Network. Its website contains much
information and a monthly Newsletter is sent
out to all associations. However, the personal
touch is missing.
I leave, with many regrets, as there is a good
team of co-ordinators who are very active on
behalf of their neighbours and I would like to
thank them for all their support over the
years. However, I think that the time is right

for someone with more energy than I to take
over and to lead the local NW through the
next stage of its development in times of
changing methods of communion and
distribution of information. I would hope that
someone is prepared to come forwards to
take over and if you are out there, please
contact me or your local Co-ordinator
(contact details are printed elsewhere in the
Diary). Co-ordinators will also be needed for
Hawthorn and Hazel Drives.

Community Speed Watch
The team have been busy throughout the
winter with checks along the main road
through the village. Unfortunately, an injury
has kept me off duty for most of the winter,
but I do hope to join again as I enjoy the work
and the camaraderie of my fellow workers.
We would welcome some more help as if
anyone is away on holiday or ill, the team is
stretched. If you are retired and can offer a
little time, please consider joining us, please
contact Tibor Pollerman or myself.
I hope that we will all continue to enjoy living
in this lovely village with its low crime rate.

Neighbourhood Watch
Anne McCord Chairman
01284 735253  
annemccord448@btinternet.com

Advice from your Local Team
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Neighbourhood Watch Street Co-ordinators
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Village Contacts

Borough Councillor
Terry Clements 01284 827161
Bury Shuttlers Badminton Club
Nick Dawson 01284 763760
Carpet Bowls Club
Ron Long 01284 762111
Community Centre Booking
Kevin Slingsby Bookings Sec 01284 277284
Lisa Hasler Bookings Assistant 01284 277242

horringerhallbookings@gmail.com
Community Council Chair
Colleen Greenwood  Chair 01284 735004
Jan Emerson  Secretary 01284 735638
County Councillor
Karen Soons 07864 601887

karen.soons@suffollk.gov.uk
Cricket Club
Tim Jones 01284 735234
Gentle Walking Group
Margaret Chapman 01284 735939
Horringer Group Scout Leader
Catherine Williams Group Leader 07900 282923
Claire Osborne Chairperson 07900 282923
1st Horringer Beavers
Catherine Williams 07900 282923
1st Horringer Cubs
John Fairlie 07977 252866
1st Horringer Scouts
Paul Markwick 07587 186971
Horringer Gardening Club
Polly Barfoot 01284 735292
WI
Olive Smart President 01284 767154
Wendy Hill Secretary 01284 735544
Horringer Social Club
Jan Frary 01284 735504

Horringer Crafts
Ms Terrie Jones 01440 705202
Horringer Diary
Kevin Slingsby 01284 848202

diaryeditor@horringer.org.uk
Good Neighbour Scheme
Norman Hanford 01284 736810
Horringer Oil Buying Syndicate
Jeremy Cole 01954 719452
Horringer Pre-school
Stephie Page 01284 735181
Horringer Singers
Jan Emerson  Secretary 01284 735638
Kevin Slingsby Musical Director 01284 848202
Ickworth Park Primary School
Denise Burrell 01284 735337

www.ickworthpark.suffolk.sch.uk
Little Lottie
Brian Thaxter 01284 735754
Anne Bishop 01284 735609
Neighbourhood Watch
Anne McCord 01284 735253
Hedgehogs Parents & Toddler Group
Lisa Hasler 07772 200223
Parish Clerk
Michelle Thompson 01284 765447

thehorringercumickworthclerk@aol.com
Petanque Team
Glen Billings 01284 735528
Press Correspondent
Robin Davies 01284 735772

robindavies286@btinternet.com
St Leonard’s Church
Revd Christopher Griffiths Rector 01284 736839



Useful Information

Websites
Horringer Village
www.horringer.org.uk
St Edmundsbury Borough Council
www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk
Suffolk County Council
www.suffolkcc.gov.uk
BBC Radio Suffolk
www.bbc.co.uk/radiosuffolk
Suffolk Libraries
www.suffolklibraries.co.uk
Suffolk On Board Passenger Transport
www.suffolkonboard.com
Ickworth Park Primary School
www.ickworthpark.suffolk.sch.uk
Samaritans
www.samaritans.org

Mobile Library
The normal schedule below has been
suspended until further notice from Friday
20 March due to the coronavirus crisis.
Stop 19A – Pre-School
Four-weekly on Thursdays 9.15-9.40am
26 March; 23 April; 21 May; 18 June
Stop 15A – Meadow Drive
Four-weekly on Sundays 9.30-9.50am
22 March; 19 April; 17 May; 14 June
Managers – Carl Bell & Kevin Lambert
help@suffolklibraries.co.uk   01473 351249

Buses
The timetable opposite shows information for
services between Horringer and Bury St
Edmunds (14, 15, 374) in outline – for full
details see www.suffolkonboard.com, where
you can also find information about Trains and
Connecting Communities Transport Services.
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Bus Timetable




