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Opinions expressed in the Horringer
Diary are those of the originator or
contributor and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Editor or the
Community Council. The Editor
reserves the right to amend
contributions, and the decision is final.

Neither the Editor nor the Community
Council endorse any product or service
advertised in the Diary.

Please note that the Diary copy cut-
off date for the Spring edition is
Friday 5 February. Please submit all
copy for inclusion to the Diary Editor
by this date via email to
diaryeditor@horringer.org.uk.

Diary Advertising

If you would like to advertise in the
Diary and reach our diverse
demographic to promote your business
or event, the rates are as follows:

1/4 page – £12 / £43 for 1 / 4 issues
1/2 page - £24  / £86 for 1 / 4 issues
Full page - £44 / £152 for 1 / 4 issues

All charges are payable in advance.

The diary is delivered free of charge to
all households in Horringer & Ickworth
(nearly 500 houses), and to local
organisations. For further details, email
diaryads@horringer.org.uk.

Horringer Diary is published by
Horringer Community Council, and
printed by instantprint.co.uk, Unit A
Brookfields Park, Manvers Way,
Manvers, Rotherham, S63 5DR.

The front cover photograph of the
telephone box in its new location is by
Peter Crofts.

In Horringer Diary — Autumn/Winter 2020/21



3

Editorial 

Welcome to the
Autumn/Winter
2020/21 edition of the
Horringer Diary, as we
look forward to what
may well be a rather

different Christmas and New Year from what
we would like.
As I write, we are about to enter a month-
long lockdown from Thursday 5 November
until Wednesday 2 December, with the
possibility of a further extension.
This means that a lot of things that have been
planned will not be able to take place, and
because most of the articles in this edition of
the Diary were written before the lockdown
was announced, there will be changes to
future plans, so please check if you are not
sure.
Most events in the Community Centre are
cancelled for the month, but we do hope that
if the lockdown finishes on time we will still
be able to celebrate the beginning of the
Christmas period with the lighting-up of the
Christmas tree on Friday 4 December, when
we will have mulled wine and soft drinks
available, and some outside entertainment
from the Horringer Singers – more details on
the Community Council and Horringer Singers
pages.

Neighbourhood Watch
It is some months now since Anne McCord
retired as Scheme Co-ordinator for Horringer
and Ickworth Neighbourhood Watch. She
delayed informing Suffolk Neighbourhood
Watch Association for some time in the hope
that someone would come forward to take

over – unfortunately this has not happened
and the association has now closed our
scheme.
The list of co-ordinators therefore no longer
appears in the Diary, but perhaps the good
news is that if anything untoward does
happen in the village, it usually appears very
quickly on Facebook, NextDoor or another
electronic medium, and I would encourage
you to join those groups if you have not done
so already.

Overgrown Hedges
I have received a concern about some houses
on the estate where hedges are allowed to
become overgrown, leading to some places
where it is really bad and where it barely
possible to walk through the estate, so I pass
this on in the hope that we will all take our
part in keeping our village neat and tidy.

New Pastures
Finally, may I echo the news from Revd
Christopher Griffiths, our Rector, received just
before going to press, that he has been
appointed as Team Vicar of Christ Church,
East Sheen, in the Mortlake with East Sheen
Team Ministry in the Diocese of Southwark.
Christopher has worked hard to develop the
work of the Church in the Horringer Benefice
over the last few years, and he will be very
much missed.
Please keep Christopher and his family in your
prayers at this time as he prepares to depart
from Suffolk early in the new year and begin a
new season of ministry in London.

Kevin Slingsby

From the Editor
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Play Area
The play area has reopened after lockdown
and a short delay when we had to produce a
risk assessment to satisfy insurance
requirements. Now that it is up and running
again we will be carrying out maintenance
works to the equipment. Please follow the
guidance notice on display for all users.

A143 Speed Limits
Suffolk County Council have carried out a
formal public consultation on the proposed
speed limit reduction on the A143 towards
Bury St. Edmunds. We have since heard that
the changes are going ahead and the work
should take place early in the New Year. This
will be the culmination of a lot of hard work
by the Parish Council and local Councillors.

Telephone Kiosk
After a long frustrating delay while BT were in
dispute with the power company, the supply
has now been disconnected and the move
took place on 30 September. We are going to
have some shelving fitted in November and
will officially open the kiosk as a community
facility a while later when safe to do so.

Coronavirus
The Annual Parish Meeting last May was,
unfortunately, cancelled because of the
pandemic. The Parish Council would like to
express our thanks to the Horringer Good
Neighbour Scheme who have been a fantastic
support to the more vulnerable members of the
village during the Covid 19 lockdown. A team of
volunteers helped to get groceries, medication
and keep in touch with those unable to leave
home. For the foreseeable future, our meetings
will continue to be held virtually, via Zoom.

Our Village
As lockdown restrictions are gradually
relaxed it is more important than ever to look

after our village and surrounding countryside
– both of which have given much relief and a
welcome sanctuary during these
unprecedented and challenging times. The
Parish Council would like to ask everyone to
look after the village by keeping it tidy and
preserving our open spaces and parking
sensibly. It is the responsibility of all to ensure
that Horringer continues to be the beautiful
community we value so much.

Budget 2021/22
We will shortly be considering the Parish
Council precept for 2021/22. As part of that
process, we are currently inviting bids for
grants and financial support from village
organisations for the next financial year.
Please contact the Clerk if you have any
issues you want to raise.

West Suffolk Local Plan
West Suffolk Council is producing a new
Issues and Options Local Plan for consultation
from 13 October to 22 December 2020. The
Plan will set out how housing, employment
and other development will take place up to
the year 2040. It will also address the
environmental and climate change
implications of the plan. The consultation will
have implications for the future of Horringer
as well as the whole of West Suffolk and it is
very important that we provide an
appropriate response. More information will
be available on the West Suffolk Council
website, and on the following pages here.

John Cannon
We were very sad to hear the news of the
passing of John Cannon who served on the
Parish Council and the Community Council for
many years. Our thoughts are with Jan and
family.

Parish Council 
Peter Crofts  Parish Councillor

News — Horringer-cum-Ickworth Parish Council
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West Suffolk Local Plan - Issues and Options 
Marie Smith

Strategic Planning Manager West Suffolk Council
Between 13 October and 22 December, West
Suffolk Council will engage in consultation on
its issues and options local plan. Issues and
Options is the first stage of making a local
plan, and we would like the public to explore
the key strategic objectives, local issues, and
settlements’ constraints/opportunities
criteria.
A local plan provides a vision for the growth
and development of an area and policies
which set out the way that the plan aims to
meet the housing, employment, social and
community needs of an area while at the
same time protecting and enhancing the
natural, built and historic environment.
This is the beginning of the process of
drawing up a local plan for West Suffolk. It is
important to identify the key issues that have
an impact on our area and the options that
are available to us in planning for growth.
No decisions have been made, and we don't
have all the answers, so it is important for us
to hear your views and comments so they can
be taken into account and influence the next
stages of the plan. The document has been
split into three separate and distinct parts for
your convenience. 
Part One sets out a draft land use vision for
West Suffolk, draft strategic objectives and
the draft strategic issues that we need to plan
for in the district. There are options for how
we plan for these, and your responses to the
questions in this section will help develop the
policies that we will consult on at the next
stage of plan preparation. It includes a new
settlement hierarchy for West Suffolk (based
on an assessment of the places’ services and

facilities), and options for future growth for
communities to feedback about.
Part Two identifies issues in West Suffolk that
are particularly relevant to our area, and this
part of the document is set out as a series of
topics including the natural and historic
environment, transport, employment, climate
change, housing, retail, leisure and wellbeing,
rural communities and horseracing, and will
enable the public to confirm which of the local
issues (that have been identified in the Local
Plan’s Sustainability Appraisal) are important
to them.
Part Three contains sections for those towns,
key service centres, local service centres and
villages identified in the draft settlement
hierarchy in part one of the plan. Each section
summarises the main opportunities and
constraints for each of those settlements and
goes on to provide details of those sites
which have been submitted to the council as
potential options for development (details for
Horringer below). Those sites which have
been proposed as ‘included’ in the whole area
of West Suffolk were taken from the latest
Strategic Housing and Economic Land
Availability Assessment (SHELAA) 2020. No
final site allocation decisions have been
made. Sites will be assessed throughout the
evolution of the West Suffolk Local Plan. Part
Three also incorporates a new call for sites,
which we will consult upon this autumn.
These submissions will be evaluated
alongside the feedback received, and
background evidence, before the Preferred
Option stage of the Local Plan is drafted next
year.

News — West Suffolk Local Plan
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News — West Suffolk Local Plan

Hard copies of the local plan will be available
to download through our new online
consultation system https:
//westsuffolk.inconsult.uk/
You can also read and respond to the
documents by visiting the virtual exhibition
https: //westsuffolk.exhibition.app/
If you have any questions please email:
planning.policy@westsuffolk.gov.uk or call
01284 757368.

The Options for Horringer
Horringer is situated in the centre of the
district approximately four kilometres south-
west of Bury St Edmunds on the A143 and 23
kilometres north-east of Haverhill. The village
has a population of approximately 1,090
(2018 mid-year estimate). Horringer has a

limited range of services including: a primary
school; a pre-school; two public houses; a
playground.

Constraints and Opportunities
There is a good bus service (more than one
bus per hour) with services to Bury St
Edmunds.
A large conservation area covers the historic
core of the village to the west along The
Street and Horringer Manor and its grounds
to the north east. There are 24 listed buildings
within the settlement boundary.
Ickworth Park a historic park and garden and
county wildlife site borders the village to the
west. Ickworth House a Grade I listed building
is some 800 metres south west of the
settlement. The village is situated in a special
landscape area.

Draft settlement hierarchy in Part One



Settlement Status
In 2010 Horringer was designated an infill
village in the former St Edmundsbury Core
Strategy (2010) where normally only small
scale infill development of five homes would
be allowed within the settlement boundary.
Horringer retains some facilities including two
public houses, a village hall, primary school,
play area, bus service and its close proximity
to Bury St Edmunds are all sustainability
indicators which warrants categorisation as a
Type A village in the new West Suffolk
settlement hierarchy. This would mean that
the opportunity for allocating small sites in or
adjacent to the village could be explored
through the preparation of the local plan.

Site Options
The level of development will be influenced
by the settlement strategy which will
determine the distribution of development
across the district as well as the existing
environmental and physical constraints and
the overall capacity for growth in the
settlement. A number of sites have been
submitted to the council by landowners and
developers for potential inclusion in the local

plan. Included sites in the Strategic Housing
and Economic Land Availability Assessment
(SHELAA) that lie within or adjacent to the
settlement boundary are shown on the map
below, as these have passed the initial tests
of being suitable, available and achievable,
and so are more likely to be sites that could
be suitable for allocation in the local plan.
It is important to note that at this stage these
sites have not been selected as preferred sites
for development, but we are seeking views on
them to assist with the preparation of the next
draft of the plan, where decisions will be made
on which, if any, sites would be suitable for
allocation. The table below provides information
on these sites, setting out information on the
proposed use and planning status. Also below
is a map of the main settlement constraints
to assist you in making a response.
Your comments on these sites will help in
drawing up the next draft of the West Suffolk
Local Plan for consultation in 2021. This will
set out the council’s preferred options for the
distribution of housing and other land uses
across the district. The council will also
consult on the preferred sites across the
district to achieve this distribution.
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News — West Suffolk Local Plan

Horringer - included SHELAA sites
Ref Site Area (hectares) Indicative

capacity*
WS111 Land east of Westley Lane 1.91 57
WS112 Land west of Westley Lane 5.57 100
WS113 Land between Glebe Close and Chevington Road 0.99 30
WS593 Land off Manor Lane 0.48 14
WS594 Land south-east of Hornbeam Drive 6.69 120
WS595 Land at the corner of Westley Lane & A143 0.79 24
*an indicative capacity of 30 dwellings per hectare is applied unless the site is already
allocated or has planning permission. For sites over 100 dwellings, 40 per cent of land set
aside for infrastructure.



Settlement constraints map (above) and settlement map showing SHELAA included sites (below)
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News — Horringer-cum-Ickworth Community Council

A Dilemma – Horringer Community Centre
(part 2) - GOOD NEWS
Gordon Hughes (Chairman) gordonhughes@btconnect.com
The Centre reopened under strict COVID-19
conditions on 1 September. Hurrah for that.
Many thanks to the outgoing Chair, Colleen
Greenwood, aided by David Walton for
conducting a very detailed risk assessment
following guidelines and legal regulations
issued by H M Government.
We have welcomed back the popular Farmers
Market, Horringer Crafts and dance classes
and now new yoga sessions. We trust
therefore that other village organisations
such as the WI, Gardening Club, Carpet Bowls
and Horringer Cubs will soon have the
confidence to return.
Sadly, many of these will now be delayed due
to the November lockdown, and those that
have started will have to pause – the Farmers
Market for November will still  take place
though, selling only food.

Community Council AGM
We held our delayed Community Council
AGM on 1 September with strict socially
distanced seating and a parallel online
meeting to ensure full participation from
organisation representatives and elected
members. As a result of my personal
recruitment drive for replacement trustees
we welcome Euan Brierley, Old School House
and Janice Frost, Springfields to our team and
thank outgoing trustees Robin Davies, Peta
Cook and Colleen Greenwood for their very
many years of combined service to our
community. We still have two vacancies so
don’t be shy in indicating your willingness to
become more involved in developing our

centre events and guiding through the two
planned improvements which were
announced at the AGM.

Future Improvements
Our first priority is must be replacement of
old failing night storage heaters with air
source heat pumps circulating hot water to
wall radiators.
Comparative quotes to support our grant
application have been obtained during lock
down so we are awaiting approval and hope
to complete installation between hire
bookings before the spring. This will reduce
our carbon footprint and potentially lower our
electricity usage.
This will be followed by a much wanted
upgrade to audiovisual facilities to allow
fully audible presentations from computer
laptops and smart phones and potentially
HD films in the future. Again grant funding is
required to ensure this improvement can
proceed but as present requests for COVID
related projects elsewhere are dominating
awards and community fund raising events
are not possible for a while yet.

Fireworks Display
I guess it will be little surprise that this year’s
fireworks display is cancelled. Neil, Alex and
Neville always put on a fabulous display and
it's an event which brings us all together as a
community every year, so it was not a decision
we took lightly. 
But as organisers we were unable, back in
August – the month we buy in the fireworks -
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News — Community Council / Hospital Chaplaincyv

to predict the restrictions that might be in
place for such events by the day itself, and it is
perhaps a little ironic that the latest lockdown
starts on 5 November!. 
We hope this will prove just to be Horringer's
version of a Glastonbury ‘fallow year’ and that
we will all be back enjoying the display as
normal in 2021...

Christmas Tree Light-Up
Although the village fireworks and St
Leonard’s Church Christmas Fair cannot be
held under COVID secure conditions, the
Community Council are planning a morale
booster event on the Green and the Church
are staging a free Crib Exhibition (pre
booking required) in the Church.
The Christmas Tree Light Up will be on Friday
4 December commencing at 4.30pm on the
Green. Free admission under ‘rule of six’
household bubbles, strictly socially
distanced please. We are remaining optimistic
that the lockdown will finish on 2 December as
planned, and that this will still go ahead, but if
plans have to change we hope that the tree
will still be lit up on the Green – we will let you
know!

Bells Ring Out
The Horringer Singers have been rehearsing
new upbeat Christmas songs, Bells Ring Out by
Gavin Reid, rearranged by our wizard MD
Kevin for SATB (find it on Youtube –
bit.ly/bellsringout) and will sing it at the Christ
Tree Light-Up, as well as leading carols. Mulled
wine and soft drinks will be available in
disposable cups for a donation to offset cost of
the Christmas tree, electric lighting etc.

Church Crib Exhibition
Please see the flyer enclosed with this diary
edition, and more information on pages
20/21.t

Hospital Chaplaincy
Heather Corbell 07730 221121

When anyone from Horringer is in hospital, of
course, they usually have family and/or
friends to visit. However, sometimes
someone is in who doesn't have family
nearby, or who would just welcome an extra
visit, especially as I am there outside of
normal visiting times. Just a text to let me
know who, and which ward if you know,
means I can pop in and have a brief chat
(about general things, not necessarily faith-
related), and entirely if they feel like it at the
time. Chaplaincy itself is paused at present,
but I am still visiting the hospital sometimes
as an individual, so still be in touch if I can
help. I can visit people, depending on specific
wards and circumstances.





Christmas Tree Light-Up
Friday 4 December
4.30pm
The Green
Free admission under 
Government guidelines

Carols and ‘Bells Ring Out’
led by the Horringer Singers

Mulled wine and soft drinks
will be served

Please observe social 
distancing between 
househoolds
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News — Horringer Singers

a comprehensive template for the risk
assessment we needed to undertake.
In order to remain socially distanced, we now
sit spaced out around the edge of the hall,
with me in the middle, which is actually quite
satisfying musically, as everyone gets a better
feeling for the overall sound that we are
making!
We wanted something nice and jolly to get
our teeth into after all the months of no
singing, so I found a cantata/musical called
Bells Ring Out, which was written in
contemporary style for children’s voices by
Gavin Reid, and which I have arranged for
SATB choir. Bells Ring Out is an outstanding
collection of ten well-crafted songs to sing at
Christmas, with a linking narrative to tell the
Christmas story. There is a brightness about
the whole piece that communicates itself to
performers and audiences alike – there is a
lovely variety of styles and moods, from
gentle and lyrical to jazzy and energetic. Go
to bit.ly/bellsringout to have a listen!
With the current restrictions, we cannot
perform it at a concert in the Community
Centre as we would normally have done, so
instead we plan to sing it as part of the
Christmas Tree Light Up on Friday 4
December at 4.30pm on the Green.
Providing that the lockdown finsishes when
planned on 2 December, we will be able to
hold one more rehearsal on Thursday 3
December to learn the one song we haven’t
looked at yet and to put the final touches to
the other nine! The accompaniment will be
using the pre-recorded backing track that
comes with the music.

Horringer Singers
Kevin Slingsby  01284 848202  md@horringersingers.org.uk
www.horringersingers.org.uk

Bells Ring Out!
I am pleased to report that the Horringer
Singers have back at rehearsals for three
weeks, and everyone is really enjoying the
opportunity to sing again.
We are members of the organisation Making
Music, which provides guidance and
resources for amateur music-making groups,
both choral and instrumental, as well as
providing insurance cover for our activities
through tailored policies.
Their resources have been particuarly useful
in preparing to return to singing, bringing
together the various guidance and providing
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I am especially admiring of the local
organisations such as National Trust Ickworth
and the Primary School which have coped
marvellously, maintaining normal service as
much as they are able to do so. 
As we approach the ‘waiting’ season of
Advent and the great festival of Christmas, it
is clear that it won’t be ‘business as usual’ in
church. Of course, we wish that
circumstances were not as they are. But I
wonder if there is something helpful
reminding us to take seriously the essentials
of that season and its message of hope and of
God’s solidarity with us. After all, in the
Nativity story the infant Christ is born not into
a ‘silent night’ but into a troubled world of
poverty, disease, occupation and social
unrest. If we take the message of that story
seriously, it means being able to see hope and
love at work even in the most challenging and
difficult situations. I hope the scene of the
Crib can inspire us in this way.
Finally, news that the Bishop of Southwark
has invited me to serve as Team Vicar of
Christ Church, East Sheen, in the Mortlake
with East Sheen Team Ministry, in the
Diocese of Southwark. I have accepted,
subject to the usual processes being
completed, and my last Sunday in the
Horringer Benefice will be 31 January
(Candlemas). I will be licenced at Christ

Church, East Sheen on a date to be
determined. During the vacancy the
churchwardens and the Acting Rural Dean will
be responsible for the smooth running of the
benefice, including the provision of services.
Your friend and rector
Christopher

Services at St Leonard’s
We are socially distanced, sitting two metres
apart between households! Face masks must
be worn in church (notwithstanding
exemptions) and we have to sanitise our
hands on entry and on exit. Singing is
forbidden under Government rules, as is
sharing of the communion wine.
Notwithstanding all of the above, we meet as
follows: 1st Sunday of the month, Morning
Prayer at 11am; 2nd & 4th Sundays of the
month, Eucharist at 11am; 3rd Sunday of the
month, Informal Worship for all ages at 11am.
However, we will not be able to meet during
the November lockdown, but hope to resume
services in December.

Staying in Touch
We strongly encourage everyone to sign up
for our e-news sheet. This is sent out about
once per week and contains the latest news
and updates. To join , please email
Christopher (above) or Tibor Pollerman

News from St Leonard’s
Revd Christopher Griffiths   Rector
The Rectory, Manor Lane – tel 736839 – email horringer.rectory@gmail.com

www.horringerbenefice,info

Dear fellow Horringer residents
Warm greetings to you from the rectory, socially distanced of course! The village is coming
through a difficult time, with many affected in one way or another by COVID-19, sometimes
through dreadful personal loss of a loved one. All we can do is show our solidarity and
compassion for each other through the neighbourly acts of care that have taken place, and
each play our part in being careful and following the latest advice to keep safe. 
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News — St Leonard’s Church

tibor@pollerman.net. *Your contact details
will not be shared with third parties and will
be used solely for sharing church news.*

Morning Prayer on ‘Zoom’
All are welcome to join in Morning Prayer, at
9.30am on Thursdays. It’s a simple service
using a Celtic praise format from the
Northumbria Community. Generally it takes
about 10-15 minutes with some time for
virtual coffee and a chat afterwards. To take
part, please subscribe to our e-news sheet
(above) and you will receive joining details!

Virtual Coffee Morning –
Wednesday 18 November 11am
We’ll be holding a virtual coffee morning for
the benefice, in aid of Christian Aid’s autumn
appeal which is helping coffee growers in
Nicaragua. All are welcome – you just need a
cuppa, and a pencil & paper to take part in the
quiz! There will be an opportunity to donate
to Christian Aid online. To join in, please
subscribe to our e-news sheet (see above)
and you’ll receive joining details. 

Suffolk Historic Churches Trust
A big thank you to everyone who took part or
sponsored our cyclists in September. A total
of £750 was raised. Half goes to SHCT and
half to St. Leonard’s Church.

Seasonal Services
Remembrance Sunday – sadly, the lockdown
means that we will not be able to hold our
usual service. 
Advent & Christmas – please read Helen
Woodroffe’s article carefully for details about
our ‘Halo & Crib’ exhibition and service,
involving the whole community, which will
culminate with a special service on Sunday 13
December (11am). We hope many folk from
our community will take part. 

Also planned are a Christingle service for all
ages on Sunday 6 December (11am); and a
Carol Service, with recorded carols, on
Sunday 20 December (11am). 
Our Christmas Eve crib service is pencilled in
for 4.30pm (note change of time from
previous years!) on 24 December.  The
traditional Midnight Mass will take place at St
Petronilla’s Whepstead at 11.30pm on
Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day will be an
all-age Eucharist at St Leonard’s, 11am.
Please bear in mind that we are doing our
best to be COVID-secure and to comply with
Government regulations, which are ever-
changing. This may affect services and times.
For up-to-date information please register
for our e-news sheet (see above) to avoid
disappointment. 



20

I was licensed at the end of September to
be a Community and Family Lay Minister
for Horringer Church and the Diocese. In
this role I hope to organise events based at
the church involving families, in particular
children, with an emphasis on the arts and
Christianity. I will need your help with this,
as I would like this initiative to involve as
many people in Horringer as possible – the
church is a resource for everyone.
Before being licensed I was: a primary school

online family activities to complement the
exhibition, and a special celebratory service in
the church on Sunday 13 December.
We will be systematically applying the COVID
regulations that apply at the time. If this
means the church cannot be open then we
will run it online.
For many families the
Christmas crib or nativity
scene is a wonderful reminder
of the first Christmas. The
custom of making and
creating cribs is known to be
at least 700 years old in countries all over the
world.
The first crib wasn’t made from wood or
straw, from resin or glass but was more like a
nativity play with real people but with no
acting. On Christmas Eve 1223, St. Francis of
Assisi and his followers climbed a rocky
hillside above their village of Grecchio, in
Italy, where they prepared a manger. Local
people came to join them to symbolize the
main characters from the crib scene - Mary
and the baby Jesus, Joseph, shepherds and
wise men. As time passed, crib scenes began
to be made to be kept in homes and by the
18th century crib making became an
important craft form.

Community and Family Lay Minister
Helen Woodroffe 01284 700164  helen.woodroffe@icloud.com

teacher and deputy head for 14 years; an
independent educational advisor and teacher
trainer for 6 years; and the education officer
at the Cathedral and adviser for church
leaders in Suffolk in their work with children,
for 19 years.
In July 2019 I retired to minister more flexibly,
develop my own spiritual life, and spend
more time with family and friends. I am
married to Mark and we love living in Suffolk.
Although we live in west Bury St Edmunds,
we felt called to be part of Horringer Church,
appreciating the beauty of the church and the
vibrancy of the community.
The first event I am planning is a Christmas
Crib Exhibition which we hope to run in the
church for the first two weeks of December.
This will be a wonderful reminder of the story
of the first Christmas. Do you have a crib that
we could put on display? – perhaps a crib you
use at home? Or would you prefer to make
one? Making cribs is fun and creative – I have
lots of ideas for making them to share! If you
are interested and would like to help, please
contact me (see details below).
The exhibition will be open for viewing on
designated days during the two weeks, but
you will need to book tickets, please contact
me (see details below). There will also be
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Hello from the Good Neighbour Scheme! We
are still here and active in these strange times
but sadly over the spring and summer we had
to cancel our regular monthly afternoon teas
and lunches because of coronavirus. We have
recently started these up again due to high
demand. On balance we decided that the need
for people to see each other and socialise was
so strong that we should go ahead. We have
been working in partnership with the Six Bells
and the Plough (Rede) and have carried out risk
assessments on both events and have in place
tight procedures to make sure the events are
held safely. Feedback has been very good and
we are grateful to both pubs for hosting these
events (October tea at the Six Bells pictured
above and top right).
We are currently not offering lifts to members
through GNS volunteers because of the risks
associated with the virus. We are keeping
everything under review of course, and
although we will not be able to meet during
the new lockdown, we hope to be back in
December. We are keeping in touch with all
our members and running our befriending
service through telephone support.

When the first lockdown was introduced, we
launched the Corona Kindness scheme to
support anyone in the village needing help.
We recruited lots of new volunteers from the
village to help us and I would like to thank all
of them for coming forward so readily and
providing help. This service remains in place
so if you need help with shopping, getting
prescriptions picked up, dog walking or just
want someone to talk to, please call our on
call service on 07532 274795 Monday to Friday
9-5.30. 
Please rest assured that all our volunteers
work under the umbrella of the GNS. We are
supported by Community Action Suffolk who
provide advice and guidance. We are insured.
We have policies on safeguarding, privacy,
health and safety, managing risk and
whistleblowing. Volunteers who will need to
handle money are DBS checked (ie checked
to make sure they have no criminal record).
All our policies are on the village website for
you to see. So if you use the service you can
rest assured that we will act in a professional
way and respect your wishes and your
privacy.

Horringer Good Neighbour Scheme
Neighbours Helping Neighbours

Wendy Cullingworth Chair  
01284 735044  wendycullingworth@btinternet.com
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News — Good Neighbours Scheme

The volunteers have all been issued with
identity badges and have had guidance on
keeping you and them safe. We want to try
and avoid handling cash if possible as this
increases the risk of spreading infection; so
if you are able to pay for your shopping or
prescriptions on line or by card on the phone
this will help. But we will handle cash if this
is the only way. When you phone for help
the on call officer will discuss this with you.
Please use the service – the volunteers are
keen to help. Don’t hesitate to ring the on
call phone. And if you need help which is not
on the list ring us up and talk to us about it. 

Sadly we had to cancel our summer outing to Felixstowe
but have booked The Hut for next year.
During the last two months Pam Twamley and Sheila
Matthews, both GNS members, had their 90th birthdays.
Lyn Jones one of our committee members and Georgie
Scott made them a gorgeous bouquet. Congratulations
Pam and Sheila.
Lyn Jones has left our committee. She is one of our founder
members – we have been going nearly 10 years. I would like
to thank Lyn for all her work particularly organising our
lunches, maintaining our database and making lovely
bouquets.
We were so sad to lose John Cannon, much loved by those
who knew him. He and his wife Jan have been involved in
the GNS from the start. We will miss him, particularly his
mischievous sense of humour, and our thoughts are with his
lovely wife and his family. He will not be forgotten.
Sheila Chamberlain passed away in April – she regularly
came to our teas and lunches and she will be much missed,
and more recently John Marr has also sadly passed away. 
Sheila Matthews has just celebrated her 90th birthday and
the GNS presented her with this bouquet (top left).
Pam Twamley was presented with a bouquet from the Good
Neighbour Scheme for her 90th birthday (bottom left).

Thank you to the Parish Council who continue to contribute financially to our core costs and
who have also funded our extra costs relating to setting up the Corona Kindness service.
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News — Horringer Crafts Association

Horringer Crafts Association has faced
lots of challenges over the years,
competition from Supermarket and Car
boots sales, as well as cheap throw away
goods. 
We had contact from a lady that wanted
to know if we still had someone selling
letter openers, she explained she
brought one well over 10 years ago and
it had just broken and she wanted to buy
another one now that’s what I call value. 
There now seems to be a renewed
interest in Handmade items and an
appreciation of the time and skill it take
to make them. Some people take up
Crafts when their health fails, which

Horringer Crafts Association

means some of our members had to stay
in a lot longer than everyone else this
year, but unlike everyone else they were
able to continue to do what they love
and used their craft skills to help them
through lock down. 
At the moment our events are very
different less stalls more space around
each stall, face masks and visors, but
behind all of that are our members with
the same passion and belief in
Handmade goods.
Our last event this year will be on
Sunday 6 December, lockdown
permitting. 
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I came to live in Horringer shortly before my
fourth birthday in 1978 when my father was
posted to RAF Honington to fly Buccaneers. I
attended playschool then started primary
school at what is now the old school house by
the Community Centre. Currently I live in
Kigali, Rwanda – the latest stop in a 20-year
career in wildlife conservation that has taken
me around Africa and Asia protecting some of
the world’s most iconic species including
Gorillas, Elephants, Chimpanzees and Tigers.
My interest and passion in conservation stem
from a working visit to a national park in
Uganda during my gap year in 1993, which for
me turned out to be a dream come true. I
read Natural Sciences and Zoology at
Cambridge and for my PhD I returned to

Uganda to study Chimpanzees. In
1999 I was offered a post by the
Wildlife Conservation Society
(WCS) - a New-York based
organization that works to support
conservation of wildlife across the
world – to study Western Lowland
Gorillas in a remote forest
(Nouable-Ndoki National Park) in
the Congo Republic. I recall reading
an article in National Geographic
magazine at the time that
described this largely unexplored
area as ‘The Last Place on Earth. I
could hardly wait! My boyfriend
(later husband) Mark quit his job in
publishing and together we booked
our flights. We were to spend

A Personal Reflection on the 
Nomadic Life of a Horringer Girl
Emma Gately (née Stokes)

Feature — Personal Reflection by Emma Gately

On the Mirador
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Feature — Personal Reflection by Emma Gately

almost eight years in
this area – 500 miles
from the nearest
town with any shops
to speak of, no main
roads and six hours in
a dug-out canoe with
an outboard motor
up the Sangha river
from a frontier town
(Ouessa).
My camp (Mbeli) was
some two hours from
the base camp at
Bomassa where Mark
lived. To get there
involved a one hour
drive on a bumpy
track, and a one hour
paddle in a dug-out

lesson I learned from experience was to make
sure all clothing was ironed after washing and
drying before wearing. This was essential to
kill off Mango Fly eggs deposited when the
washing was hanging on the line, otherwise
the eggs would hatch when you were wearing
the clothes and the grubs would burrow into
your skin and emerge somewhere else on
your body a few weeks later! And if that
wasn’t enough, I was having to learn how to
speak and write French fluently. Fortunately
Mark had a bit of a head start there and spoke
it fluently – which helped a lot until my GCSE
French came back to me.
In the days before universal internet the only
link with home was a weekly email that was
transmitted via a temperamental satellite
connection, plus a satellite ‘phone for use in
emergencies and on special occasions, eg
Christmas. The ‘phone was so expensive that I
don’t think we ever had an emergency that
was judged sufficiently drastic to justify a call,
and I recall that dad was constantly hovering

Getting to know the rain forest

canoe down a forest stream. For three years I
would set off daily from Mbeli on a 40 minute
trek through the rain forest accompanied
only by one of our local Ba’aka guides, whose
knowledge of the forest was a constant
source of amazement to me, to reach the
rickety observation platform (mirador) set
midway along the edge of the swamp. The
first year certainly represented a steep
learning curve in how to live and survive in
the rainforest. There was little or no training
and one learned mainly through experience -
and you had to learn quickly! For example, on
one early expedition I unknowingly pitched
my tent in the forest on an elephant track and
in the middle of the night I was awoken by
the trumpeting of forest elephants and just
had time to gather my essential belongings
and rush into the dense undergrowth to join
my accompanying trackers, who were way
ahead of me in recognising the danger,
before the elephants appeared and squashed
the tents flat as they passed through. Another
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back home with the stopwatch and a vision of
his phone bill. However, despite the
communications challenges, it was always
nice and quite comforting to stay up to date
with the goings on in the village from my
bunker in the Congolese forests.
After three years of studying the gorillas from
the mirador, I was appointed head of scientific
research in the National Park and Mark was
appointed as Director. It was an amazing
privilege to help manage such an
extraordinary wilderness. Parts of the Park
were so remote that when researchers
encountered wild chimpanzees the animals
reacted in a manner that suggested that they
had not seen people before. I spent a lot of

time in the forest carrying out wildlife surveys
and, together with my team, discovered a
whole new population of gorillas. One of the
additional tasks I had was supporting
Congolese students in furthering their
academic careers. Options were limited in
Congo for studying Natural Sciences, so WCS
provided scholarships to give students
opportunities to study abroad. One of my
students was accepted by the University of
East Anglia and my father was duly tasked
with helping him settle in to his student
accommodation in Norwich. 
One year my parents came to visit us at
Christmas – six hours in the dug-out canoe
and all the rest of it. We planned a Christmas
party for the Park staff and invited the local
village – very similar to a village fete day in
Horringer, but hotter!. We had a close
relationship with the village – most of
conservation is about working with people
rather than wildlife. Everyone was dressed in
their brightest and we introduced them to
traditional British activities such as the egg
and spoon race and the three-legged race.
They enjoyed it immensely and in return
invited us to share their New Year
celebrations. Following a meal we were
treated to a dance spectacle led by one of the
villagers dressed up as the ‘Forest Spirit - the
forest looms large in the world of the people
who live there.  I remember that my mother
was keen to join in the dancing, which went
down very well with everyone!  
We continue to return to Horringer every year
to visit. My own work now includes a bit less
of the muddy-boots fieldwork and more of
the office-based work associated with things
like fundraising. My parents have always been
active members of the village community and
since retiring have taken on a lot more village
projects. I began to enjoy swapping proposal-
writing stories with my father over the dinner
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table during those annual visits. In the mid to
late 2000s he was writing regular applications
to raise money for new village projects, and it
was surprising to realise how little separates
the frustrations of the fundraising world –
whether it’s a local village in the UK, or a
threatened species in a remote wilderness.
I’ve also been incredibly lucky that my family
have long supported my far-flung ideas, and
also been very good sports – travelling out to
Congo and elsewhere, trudging through
elephant dung streams and tolerating in good
humour the outside ‘bathroom’ in our Congo
base camp that we shared with the various
wildlife that happened to pop in.  
Today, my work in Africa is primarily focused
on protecting elephants and other species
that are targeted by the illegal wildlife trade.
In addition to the protected areas in Congo
and Gabon, I also oversee our work in DRC,
and regularly worry my mother by skirting
around the various militia-controlled areas in
the east of the country to visit our field sites
there. The little-known Grauer’s Gorilla has
been added to the list of endangered species
that I help to protect. Rwanda’s Mountain
Gorillas are now just a couple of hour’s drive
from my doorstep, however Rwanda itself is
unrecognisable from the country that was
torn apart by genocide 26 years ago. The
country has worked extremely hard to
develop its digital economy over the past few
years, which is helping to transform the
country into a haven of stability in the region.
The Mountain Gorillas now help to bring in
around $20m per year through ecotourism. 
In spite of all of these travels, I’m still a
Horringer girl at heart and still come home to
roost at least once a year. Even my husband is
now intimately connected with all the best
running routes through Ickworth Park. I’ve
very fond memories of when, as a young 10
year-old, I spent those long summer evenings

with friends haring around the estate on our
bikes or ‘hanging out’ down at the stream
where we used to climb the big old gnarly
trees that still line its banks. Today that seems
something of a golden age - a greater sense
of freedom and innocence, but I can see that
Horringer hasn’t lost its sense of community
spirit. As a kid I loved it and it likely kindled
that outdoor spirit in me that fuelled what I
do today.
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News — Little Lottie

Thank you for your continued support .The
Community Centre needs our help more than
ever this year with so many bookings
cancelled . Their income has been drastically
reduced during Lockdown . 
We do have a few gaps in our stake numbers
and would welcome any new resident to the
village to join in this monthly fund raiser. It's
just £1 a stake per month, £12 for the year......
And you do have to be 'in it to win it'

Winners – April 2020
1st Prize – Kevin Slingsby £60
2nd Prize – P & L Fuller £30
3rd Prize – Horringer Carpet Bowls £20
Winners – May 2020
1st Prize – D Seabrook £60
2nd Prize – Stanley Webb £30
3rd Prize – C Thurlbourn £20
Winners – June 2020
1st Prize – Anne McCord £60
2nd Prize – Sandra Pollerman £30
3rd Prize – J & M Hawksley £20
Winners – July 2020
1st Prize – Jan Sizer £60
2nd Prize – Olive Smart £30
3rd Prize – Jill O'Kelly £20
Winners – August 2020
1st Prize – R & J Clark £60
2nd Prize – Judy Turner £30
3rd Prize – Kevin Slingsby £20
Winners – September 2020
1st Prize – S Esterhuizen £60
2nd Prize – Pauline Brabrook £30
3rd Prize – Elizabeth Blake £20
Congratulations to our recent winners.
During the Coronavirus situation we have
continued the draw monthly in our homes.
There are two posters displayed in the village
each month announcing the winners, one at
the Community Centre and the other on the
notice board in The Street.
We hope to come back to 'The Pop Up Coffee
Shop' when it resumes.

Little Lottie News
Anne Bishop  01284 735609

Brian Thaxter  01284 735754



33

Your advertisement 

could be here...

A quarter page costs 
less than £11 per quarter,
and is delivered free of

charge to nearly 
500 households 
in Horringer.

See page 2 for 
more details.



News — Horringer and Ickworth WI

We took our own drinks, social distanced,
sanitised benches on the green and put paid
to a very large pack of chocolates. We were
also blessed with beautiful weather both
afternoons. The plan was to try to meet again
in October but, the dreaded ‘rule of 6’ was
introduced, so it was not possible.
Our President Olive has been very pro-active,
keeping us informed of all WI matters,
producing a newsletter ‘The Buzz’ and we
plan our first Zoom committee meeting this

week. Not sure how it will go, I guess there
may be a few teething problems.
The Pop Up Coffee Shop have recently sent a
cheque to Horringer Scouts.
Looking forward we will definitely not be
meeting this side of Christmas, and events
will be closely monitored in the New Year,
but, along with everyone else we will just
have to wait and see what transpires.
Wishing all readers well.

Horringer and Ickworth WI
Maria Mallan  

Press Secretary

Well, like all organisations we have had to curtail all our plans. A cancelled summer outing
and of course all our meetings were cancelled. We did however have two meetings on the
Green, August and September respectively, 17/18 members attended both times, which
given the circumstances we were very pleased with.



News — The Ickworth Hotel 
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We warmly invite you to join us at The
Ickworth
The Ickworth was built for entertaining and
we’ve really enjoyed seeing it come back to
life since we’ve been able to reopen. Our
Afternoon Teas are once again being
devoured and wine and is being poured once
more. Our carefully implemented new safety
measures enables us to remain open and it
gives peace of mind for our guests.

November’s treatment of the
month - nourishing frangipani
wrap
This lusciously fragrant, intensely
moisturising body wrap super-hydrates the
skin.  The aromatic oil is applied using
sweeping strokes with maximum attention
paid to any particularly dry areas. You are
kept cocooned and warm while the mood-
balancing aromatics and skin conditioning
oils do their work and you enjoy a facial and
scalp massage. It’s the ultimate winter
warmer treatment! You can enjoy this
treatment for £60 (was £60). This offer must
be booked before Christmas, contact
treatments@ickworthhotel.co.uk or call
01284 735350.

News from the Ickworth
Viv Thomas
Sales and Marketing Manager 

01284 735350
07799 541502
viv.thomas@ickworthhotel.co.uk
ickworthhotel.co.uk  

‘Eat out to help out’ continues
at The Ickworth
We’re delighted to announce that we’re
extending the ‘eat out to help out’ offer until
18 December 2020 for a sparkling Afternoon
Tea. Treat a loved one or gather friends and
family to enjoy this very British tradition of
delicate cakes, fruity scones and elegant
sandwiches, along with a glass of fizz at a
reduced rate of £20 per person (usually
£30pp).  Contact
reception@ickworthhotel.co.uk or call 01284
735350 to obtain a voucher to redeem your
discount and to book a table. (This offer is
subject to availability and it cannot be booked
without a voucher).
If you’re not already a ‘Friend of The
Ickworth’, why not join?
This is an exclusive scheme for local residents
to experience and enjoy the hotel’s facilities;
it’s easy to join and the rewards are plentiful!
Each time you visit and spend more than £20
on food, beverages, treatments or overnight
stays, you’ll get a stamp on your card which
will earn you a number of treats, from cream
tea for two to dinner for two. To join, just fill in
the form on our website www.ickworthhotel.co.uk/
friends-of-ickworth and we’ll do the rest.
Our warm welcome awaits you and your
guests.
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Welcome Back to Ickworth
Ickworth re-opened its gates on Wednesday 3
June, after over ten weeks of being closed
due to the Coronavirus and national lock-
down announcement. It has been wonderful
to see visitors back in the parkland and
gardens and we have had countless
comments about how much people missed
Ickworth. As we re-opened it was clear it
would be a different kind of visit, with
increased social distancing, limited numbers,
enhanced hygiene to keep our staff and
visitors safe, and a new pre-booking system.
It is also a smaller team on property, with
many staff furloughed and only a small
number of essential volunteers back
supporting Ickworth. 
Within two months of being open we have
successfully opened our Food and Beverage
Trailer, giving people a well deserved ‘proper’
coffee on their visit, eventually moving to
Porters Lodge Café, serving takeaways and

opening outdoor and some indoor seating.
Our Plant and Garden shop was able to open
in July next to the Welcome hub, so visitors
can also do a spot of shopping on their visit. 
As I write we are gearing up to open the West
Wing and House, with the West Wing opening
mid-October and the House on 7 November.
We have spent a lot of time preparing these
buildings to welcome visitors and we hope
you enjoy coming in to have some lunch in
the Café and browse the gift shop. This winter
we will be opening the House at weekends
only, and at two weeks at Christmas. Porters
Lodge Café will also be open at weekends
only, and school holidays. We appreciate your
visit to Ickworth may feel a little different,
with new one-way systems in place,
additional signage and less facilities however
we hope you are still managing to visit and
spend time in spaces such as Ickworth, which
have become even more important to people
during these difficult times. 

Abbi Lang Senior Visitor Experience & Marketing Officer

abbi.lang@nationaltrust.org.uk  www.nationaltrust.org.uk/Ickworth

Ickworth
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News — National Trust Ickworth

Neighbours of Ickworth 
During lockdown we effectively
‘closed’ the Ickworth estate so as to
protect the estate and those who
live and work here. From re-opening
in June we have continued to ask all
(including those with a Neighbours
of Ickworth pass) to not visit outside
of our opening hours, 09:30–17:00.
However, we do understand the
desire to walk in your local park
before and after these times. 
Therefore, following a review with
property staff, Ickworth would like
to extend out of hours access to
Ickworth for those with a ‘Neighbours of
Ickworth’ pass only and only if they come on
foot. Residents of Horringer and Chevington
can apply for a pass for access to the entire
Ickworth estate of 1800 acres of woodland
and parkland for just £5* per person each
year. Those who already support the National
Trust with an annual membership will also
need to apply for a pass, however we will
waiver the fee with confirmation of a valid
member card and proof of address. To apply
please email ickworth@nationaltrust.org.uk
or call 01284 735270. 
We will continue to restrict out of hours
access to those travelling by car, or without a
pass to help ensure Ickworth is as safe and
secure as possible, to manage our conservation
and the impact of visitors to the estate,
reduce anti-social behaviour and encourage
people to support Ickworth through
membership, admissions or permit passes. 
We hope you support this change and
continue to support Ickworth and the
National Trust through our permit passes or
through membership. We are grateful for
your support: as a conservation charity, we
must strike a balance between encouraging

access for all and protecting the estate and
those who live and stay here. 

Ickworth Light Nights
We are pleased to announce Ickworth Light
Nights will be returning this winter, from
Friday 20 November to Sunday 6 December.
For seventeen nights Ickworth’s Italianate
Garden and Victorian Stumpery will be, once
again, transformed with a sound and light-
based trail. The walk culminates with a light
display on the spectacular Rotunda, which
has been shrouded in scaffolding for over a
year and will be unveiled with a brand-new
roof! The event is being carefully planned to
be ‘Covid-safe’, with a mainly outdoor offer,
timed tickets and limited capacity to ensure
social distancing. We will also have the West
Wing open for festive food and drinks, and
the gift shop will be open till late, so we think
it is the perfect opportunity to kick start your
festive celebrations. 
For tickets and further information please
visit nationaltrust.org.uk/ickworth/features/
ickworths-light-nights. If you have any
questions or queries please do get in touch at
ickworth@nationaltrust.org.uk, Thank you!



Waterson
Plumbing & Heating

General Plumbing•
Hot Water Cylinder •
Installations
Complete Bathroom •
Installations
Central Heating •
Installation and Upgrades
Oil Appliance Installation,•
Service and Repair
Oil Tank Supply and •
Installation

H: 01359 760528
M: 07828 639138

E: jeremy@watersonplumbing.com

Oftec C11683
Find us on Facebook





42

So, even though we ended the academic year in unprecedented times, there are a lot of
positives we can take away from our Summer Term! On 1 June we welcomed back children
whose parents were Critical Workers and children who were preparing to transition to
primary schools. 
We named the two bubbles the ‘Sunshine
Group’and the ‘Rainbow Group’ and what fun
we had! Despite things being different; love,
laughter and learning rang through the
preschool and its grounds. 
We continued to deliver ‘Outstanding’
support and learning opportunities for those
families that did not return to Pre-School. A
Home Learning Hub was set up with weekly
activities that were fun and achievable during
a time when restrictions were in place
As the Summer Term progressed we had
some exciting miles stones with the
groundworks commencing for our new
building. The children were very excited to
see the digger and recreated the scenario in
the sandpit with sticks and a toy digger. The
remaining work was completed once the Pre-
School closed on 15 July. We also said a very
sad goodbye to some of our children as they

Horringer Pre-School
Emma Jones

begun the next stage in their lives at ‘big
school’ we will miss them all.

150 for 150 
Our main fundraising event in June saw many
children, staff and committee members enjoy
the outdoors with a sponsored event to walk,
run, cycle, scooter and canoe 150km in 15
days to match our £150k for our new building.
We are so proud to announce that collectively
we achieved 570km and raised an astonishing
£1221.25 for new equipment to go in our
beautiful new building that was opened in
September. Lots of fun was had to reach that
amazing result and we would like to thank
everyone who took part and to everyone who
donated. 

The Acorn Building
It was an emotional but happy end to the
Summer Term as the doors were closed for
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the final time in the old building, the
exciting but hard work was about to start!
The old building was emptied and within
a week had been dismantled and
groundworks continued in readiness for
the new building. We are so thrilled for
the new building now to be open and for
all the children and staff to enjoy the new
purpose built space.
We couldn’t have achieved this without
the support of the parents, ‘friends’, the
local community, staff and committee so
thank you! We really appreciate all your
donations and support on the many
fabulous fundraising events we have hosted.
We were thrilled to have Terry Clements
officially open the building with Karen Soons
and Wendy Hill from Horringer WI on 19
September. Although we were unable to have
the opening party we hoped for with our
wonderful supporters the ceremony was still
very special.
Although you are not able to visit building
during these strange times, you are all still
very much with us with your names on the
bricks and our tree of friends in the lobby.
Our Easyfundraising page is still live so please
don’t forget us when your doing your online
shopping at home. Just download the
Easyfundraising App and you able to shop
with over 3,600 retailers including Amazon,

Argos, ASOS, eBay, Boden, John Lewis, Next
and M&S. With each one of your purchases
Easyfundraising will donate to Horringer
Preschool so we can purchase equipment for
our new building and enhance the
experiences of so many children

Autumn Term
We were so excited to officially open our
doors to the children in September,
welcoming our existing and our newly
enrolled children to our caring, friendly and
fun Pre-School.
The children have been enjoying the spacious
new building containing lots of new
accessories where they learn through play,
plus they now have the added feature of the
sensory room. They have also been having
lots of fun in the outdoor wooded area which
enables them to learn lots of new skills. 
We still have spaces for January so if you
would like your child to be one the first to
enjoy our new building and facilities, please
get in touch with Stephie at
manager@horringerpreschool.co.uk
You can also get more information on our
website: www.horringerpreschool.co.uk
We look forward to updating you on the fun
we are having this term in the next edition.



I am pleased to say that after a lot of thought
and support from local Mums we have
managed to bring our baby & toddler group
back, not quite as you may know it, but our
new layout and format has been very well
supported.  I have been overwhelmed by kind
comments and messages of thanks.
We have limited spaces at the session and
due to high demand,  we ran two sessions last
Tuesday as a trial, which both sold out.  
Spaces are payable in advance only.  We are
planning week to week to ensure any new
guidelines are adhered to.  If Covid levels rise
in our area the group will not run for the
safety of all.
Any events are posted on our FB group -
Horringer hedgehogs - baby & toddler club.
Feel free to join the group for full details.

Horringer Hedgehogs Baby & Toddler Group
Lisa Hasler Chair
lisahasler.wixsite.com/horringer-hedgehogs 
horringerhedgehogs@hotmail.co.uk 07772 200223

Hoping the children who started nursery and
school this Autumn term are enjoying their
new adventure.  We miss you!
It has been wonderful to meet so many new
babies and Mums, most born during
lockdown.  I am glad the Mums have a place
to meet other new Mums, albeit behind a
mask. 
Many best friends have met on our baby mats
and I still receive messages saying how
important these groups are for both the
parents and the children, I couldn't agree
more.  I know I met some of my closest
friends here, which really does drive me to
continue the group.  
Stay well all, Lisa.
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When I last wrote we were just at the beginning of the lockdown and the world seemed to
be a very strange place. I think we all thought the pandemic would be over by now and that
life would have returned to normal. 

We remained open right through the
pandemic to Key Worker children. In June we
opened up to Early Years, Year 1 and Year 6
pupils. We had pages of further guidance to
wade through and risk assessments to
complete. We were extremely glad to have
about 70 children in school, even if only for
some of the time. We had very small classes
of no more than eight children and that
meant some teachers were working with age
groups they hadn’t taught before, as well as
providing home learning for the children who
weren’t in school and Key Worker childcare.
We felt like we were spinning plates some
days but it all went extremely well and there
was lots of laughter. 
One of our key priorities is keeping the school
clean and a safe place to be. I am extremely
grateful to the staff who stepped up and took
on extra cleaning in order to achieve this.
Increased cleaning continues to be a huge
and time consuming task. We have had to

Ickworth Park Primary School
Denise Burrell   Headteacher

suspend our clubs and cap our numbers for
our after school care in order to fit in all of the
extra cleaning. Staff are asked to leave the
premises by 4.00pm in order to facilitate this.
We spent some time preparing to be fully
open to all children in September. During the
initial lockdown we had completely
reorganised the school, there was furniture in
all the wrong places! We then needed to
reorganise everything again for the June
opening, things got moved again. It took us
three days to get it all back in the right place!
We have also needed to create three staff
rooms. Adults and children are working as
‘bubbles’ with each class having its own
adults; we try to ensure that adults remain
within their bubble and one other bubble
only. So we ‘double bubble’ in order to fit in
enough playtimes and breaks. We have
staggered starts and exits to school and
staggered breaks and lunchtimes. This is all
quite stressful and adults spend a lot of time
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checking the clock and their timetables to
make sure they are in the right place at the
right time!
The children are really great and have settled
in to the ‘new normal’ very well. We seem to
have gallons of hand sanitiser everywhere,
everyone is now really good at using this. We
have some staff who were previously
shielding, in order to protect them and limit
any potential spread of the virus, we have
decided to wear facemasks whenever we are
in shared areas in school. We have also asked
all adults who visit our school site to do this, I
am pleased to say everyone is complying. We
have several staff who can sew, we have a
very colourful and stylish array of face
coverings as a result! Who would have
thought we would be doing that six months
ago?
We have found that life has changed in so
many unimaginable ways; we usually do a
‘Meet the Teacher’ event early in the term,
which we haven’t been able to do this year.
We have put loads of information on our
website so that everyone knows what is going
on. We usually have parent consultations to
discuss children’s progress this term. Now our
parent consultations are going to be virtual
face-to-face ones and I will be conducting
interviews in this way too. Like many people
our technical skills have increased. All of our
staff meetings are held online, as are our
Governor meetings.
During the lockdown children got used to
communicating with each other and their
teachers online, they also got very adept at
posting their work for teachers to see. It was
lovely that so many of our pupils continued to
work at home in the difficult circumstances.
We even held a virtual Sports Day. We have a
contingency plan should the need arise for
further home learning. We are all hoping this

won’t be the case and that we can keep our
school open for most of the children. We fully
accept that there will be occasions when
someone needs to self-isolate, we hope that
all the measures we have in place will mean
that this is an exception, not something we
need to do very often.
Our Risk Assessment is very long, we have
had to restrict the number of visitors to our
school and limit it to urgent visits only. Sadly,
this means we are unable to welcome people
into school to look around. This is something
we have previously done in the Autumn term,
especially for parents who are thinking of
sending their children to us for September
2021. We have commissioned a video so that
people can get a good overview of our school
and the wonderful things we offer. We hope
to have this on our website for November.
Our website is also full of pictures of all of the
exciting things we are doing. I am happy to
speak to anyone who has any questions with
regard to starting school next year, please
telephone the school office on 01284 735337.
Who knows what the next few months will
bring? My staff and I are hoping that school
won’t close again. We are doing a lot of
‘thinking outside the box’ as we try to ensure
that school life continues and that our pupils
feel safe and continue to learn and make
good progress. We won’t be able to have our
Church service for Harvest, our Christmas
service in the church or put on any Christmas
performances. All things we enjoy. We are
continuing to support Gatehouse with
Harvest donations, we intend to do some
kind of filmed Christmas performances and
we will endeavour to ensure that our children
enjoy Christmas in school as they have always
done, even if it is a little different.
We wish you all a Happy Christmas from all of
us.







St Mary’s Church Ickworth
John Porter   Church Co-ordinator
01284 735596   john@ickworthchurch.org.uk

To help us maintain our beautiful church for generations to come, and during this period when
Charity shops are refusing to take new items we at the Ickworth Church Conservation trust
(Charity No. 1116545) would be delighted to receive any books, DVDs or CDs that you no longer
require. You can either email john@ickworthchurch.org.uk and we will collect them from your
address, or if you prefer leave them in the church should you be visiting on a Wednesday or
Saturday when we are open, we need these to help support our funds as we get no monies
from either the National Trust or the Diocese!
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Useful Information

Websites
Horringer Village
www.horringer.org.uk
St Edmundsbury Borough Council
www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk
Suffolk County Council
www.suffolkcc.gov.uk
BBC Radio Suffolk
www.bbc.co.uk/radiosuffolk
Suffolk Libraries
www.suffolklibraries.co.uk
Suffolk On Board Passenger Transport
www.suffolkonboard.com
Ickworth Park Primary School
www.ickworthpark.suffolk.sch.uk
Samaritans
www.samaritans.org

Mobile Library
The normal schedule below has now
resumed as below.
Stop 19A – Meadow Drive
Four-weekly on Thursdays 9.15-9.40am
5 November, 3 December, 31 December
Stop 15A – Meadow Drive
Four-weekly on Sundays 9.30-9.50am
1 November, 29 November, no visit in
December
Managers – Carl Bell & Kevin Lambert
help@suffolklibraries.co.uk   01473 351249

Buses
The timetable opposite shows information for
services between Horringer and Bury St
Edmunds (14, 15, 374) in outline – for full
details see www.suffolkonboard.com, where
you can also find information about Trains and
Connecting Communities Transport Services.
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Bus Timetable




