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Opinions expressed in the Horringer
Diary are those of the originator or
contributor and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Editor or the
Community Council. The Editor
reserves the right to amend
contributions, and the decision is final.

Neither the Editor nor the Community
Council endorse any product or service
advertised in the Diary.

Please note that the Diary copy cut-
off date for the Summer edition is
Friday 7 May. Please submit all copy
for inclusion to the Diary Editor by
this date via email to
diaryeditor@horringer.org.uk.

Diary Advertising

If you would like to advertise in the
Diary and reach our diverse
demographic to promote your business
or event, the rates are as follows:

1/4 page – £12 / £43 for 1 / 4 issues
1/2 page - £24  / £86 for 1 / 4 issues
Full page - £44 / £152 for 1 / 4 issues

All charges are payable in advance.

The diary is delivered free of charge to
all households in Horringer & Ickworth
(nearly 500 houses), and to local
organisations. For further details, email
diaryads@horringer.org.uk.

Horringer Diary is published four times
per year by Horringer Community
Council, and printed by
instantprint.co.uk, Unit A Brookfields
Park, Manvers Way, Manvers,
Rotherham, S63 5DR.

The front cover photograph of the
village sign is by Kevin Slingsby, and
was taken on 9 March 2019..

In Horringer Diary — Spring 2021
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Editorial 

Welcome to the Spring
2021 edition of the
Horringer Diary, which
is published as we are
still in the middle of
the third national

coronavirus lockdown. This time last year we
were about to enter the first lockdown, and I
think we all thought that it would be over in a
few months at the most, and indeed signs
were encouraging in the summer.
However that was not to be, and the
recurrence of the virus in the autumn led to a
second lockdown in November, and despite a
brief respite over Christmas the ever-
developing virus returned for a third wave as
we entered the new year, with the resulting
current lockdown.
However, a lot has been learnt over the last
year, in many ways, and I think that we can at
last have more solidly grounded confidence in
a return to normality over the coming
months. The success of the vaccination
programme has already shown itself in the
daily statistics, and I am optimistic that the
usual listing of future events will begin to
make a reappearance in the next edition of
the Diary.
This edition of the Diary is testament to the
great community spirit that we are so lucky to
enjoy in the village, and really does show how
we have all supported each other over the last
year in so many ways, and indeed how that
support has become more focused and
developed over time.
We are of course lucky to live in an age where
technology is able to help to maintain links

with each other in a way that would not have
been possible even a few years ago, and for
that we are very grateful. Indeed, in many
areas of life not only have we replaced
‘normal’ methods of contact with new ones,
but also taken the opportunity to take
creative steps in developing what we do in
ways that will hopefully broaden the
spectrum of life’s rich pattern in the future.
When the first lockdown was eased back in
the Autumn, we saw a return of some groups
to the Community Centre, while others felt
unable to restart activities at that point, and
indeed some of those slots were filled by new
activities for the duration. At the moment we
are only able to open for certain exampt
activities, but I expect that as the
Government’s ‘roadmap’ unfolds we will see a
gradual return of the usual hive of activity
that we value in the Centre. If all goes well,
that will be in a socially distanced way akin to
the summer intially, before a return to
something more normal later in the year.
We have taken advantage of the lack of
actiity in the Community Centre to undertake
some improvements, including the
replacement of some storage heaters, but
most notably the upgrade to the PA and
audio system, which should put to rest the
many problems we have had with the system
in the past, as well as providing a new video
and sound system for presntations, films etc,
that will be a great bonus point for future
hirings.
I hope that you all keep safe and well as we
look forward to a return to a more normal
way of lif in the coming months.

Kevin Slingsby

From the Editor
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Local Plan
Following two Parish Council meetings in
December, one of which was well attended by
villagers, Councillors provided their formal
response to West Suffolk Council’s
consultation on the Local Plan. We agreed the
growth option that is the nearest to the
present policy for Horringer which provides
for very limited development in the next 20
years. We also supported West Suffolk
Council’s emphasis on climate change,
housing, transport, employment, rural issues
and town centres. While the Plan identified
potential housing sites for as many as 375
homes in the next 20 years, we have
suggested that just three small sites in
Chevington Road, Manor Lane and Westley
Lane be looked at, which could in total
comprise about 40 new dwellings, including
social housing. WSC are now working on the
next stage of the plan process which should
be out to consultation later this year.

Waste Bins
The Parish Council is looking at increasing
waste bin collections from fortnightly to
weekly, which is likely to increase the cost we
pay. There has been a significant increase in
usage, including dog bins, during the
pandemic and this has caused problems.
Whilst some of the use may include visitors to
the village, it would help a lot if villagers
could, when possible, take their litter home to
dispose of it.

A143 Speed Limits
We are pleased to see, after working with
County Councillor Karen Soons for sometime
now, that the 40mph speed limit has been
introduced on the A143 between Bury and
Horringer. We hope that this will significantly
reduce the number of accidents along this
stretch of road.

Flooding
There have been a series of surface water
flooding incidents recently, particularly on
the A143 in Chevington Road and also at the
junction of The A143/B1066 and Gypsy Lane.
We have reported the problems to Suffolk
County Council Highways Department to get
storm drains unblocked etc.

Speed Watch
Although it would seem that Neighbourhood
Watch has folded, Speed Watch is continuing
to monitor traffic through the village. We
have serious concerns about the speed of
traffic on the A143 and will be looking at what
additional measures could be carried out.

Grass Verges
We have had a number of complaints about
parking on grass verges and footpaths.
Vehicles driving over wet grass verges have
left some deep ruts in a few places in the
village which detract from the look of these
areas. We would ask all residents to refrain
from using these verges and in particular not
to obstruct footpaths.

Parish Council 
Peter Crofts  Parish Councillor

News — Horringer-cum-Ickworth Parish Council
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News — Horringer-cum-Ickworth Parish Council

Village Sign
The village sign was blown over in the gales
on 26 December. The damaged sign is being
stored while we get quotes for its repair. It is
safe to say that the refurbished sign will be of
more substantial construction.

Neighbourhood Plan
The Parish Council is considering whether we
should produce a Neighbourhood Plan. This
would be a formal plan covering Horringer
and Ickworth only and would be produced in
consultation with West Suffolk Council, giving
us significant increased responsibility for the
future development of the village. An
‘informal’ plan was produced for the village in
2005 but a Neighbourhood Plan would be a
much more powerful document. There would
be a considerable cost (maybe £10k–£20k) in
setting up a plan, which would be paid by the
Parish Council. There would also be a
considerable time investment required, not
just by the Parish Council but also by
volunteers from the village who would be
needed to help complete the process. 
We are currently seeking a meeting with West
Suffolk Council Officers to discuss the
proposal and will provide more information in
due course.

Gritting
We do appreciate the work of our volunteers
who grit roads in the village when frost, snow
and ice are a problem. More volunteers are
always welcome. We only have moderate
supplies and depend on Suffolk Highways to
keep us topped up with gritting material.
Priority is given to road junctions for safety
reasons and so we do ask local residents not
to use it on private property. 

Overgrown Hedges
As our Diary Editor explained in the last
edition, there is an increasing problem with
hedges growing over footpaths through the
estate. In some cases it is difficult for
pedestrians to negotiate them. The Parish
Council has been writing to property owners
asking for them to be cut back but we are not
getting a very co-operative response. It may
become necessary for action to be taken by
Suffolk Highways.

Play Area
We aim to refurbish the play area and are
planning to get some grant aid to help with
funding costs.





7

News — Horringer-cum-Ickworth Community Council

Horringer Community Council
Gordon Hughes (Chairman) 

gordonhughes@btconnect.com

After the Community Centre opened as a
COVID-secure venue in September, a limited
number of activities were able to start again,
but other groups felt unable to restart at that
time. However other bookings were made,
including the new yoga classes. We then
faced the second lockdown in November, a
limited re-opening in December, before the
third lockdown in January, since when the
Hall has been closed again except for a few
excepted activities.

Christmas Tree Light-Up
Although the end of the second lockdown
happened in time for the Christmas Tree light-
up on Friday 4 December, the weather
intervened instead – we woke up to a blanket
of snow and the forecast of rain in the
afternoon, so it was decided to postpone the
event (although the lights were still turned on
in a unceremonious manner!), and the
Horringer Singers sang around the tree, and a
core of brave souls turned out and imbibed
mulled wine two weeks kater on Friday 18
December.

Future Improvements
Although our ultimate plan remains to
upgrade the heating to an air source heat
pump system, it has been decided to put that
plan on hold for the time being. In view of the
large outlay involved it seemed prudent in
these uncertain times to wait until some
stability returns to our bookings income.

In the meanwhile, we have been able to
replace two defunct storage heaters with
used heaters in good condition, and we will
continue to replace others as soon as we are
able in order to maintain the existing system
in working order at minmal cost.

Audio Visual Upgrade
However, we have been able to make
progress with the much-needed upgrade to
the PA system. We have been successful in
obtaining grant funding for about half of this,
and a generous donation from Brian Thaxter
in memory of Jan has enabled us to
commission the project. Our grateful thanks
are due to Brian, and also to Bryan Stokes for
masterminding the project.
The new system will provide a much
enhanced PA system for meetings, and also a
projector and associated sound system for
presentations, films etc.

Car Parking
During the period of COVID restrictions,
Ickworth Park has been a popular destination
for people taking their daily exercise, and a
large number of them have been parking in the
Community Centre car park, clearly taking
advantage of the lack of bookings in the Hall.
We are concsious that this is likely to cause a
significant problem when bookings start to
return, and are looking at ways we might
manage this in the future.





News — Community Council / Hospital Chaplaincyv

Hospital Chaplaincy
Heather Corbell 07730 221121

When anyone from Horringer is in hospital, of
course, they usually have family and/or
friends to visit. However, sometimes
someone is in who doesn't have family
nearby, or who would just welcome an extra
visit, especially as I am there outside of
normal visiting times. Just a text to let me
know who, and which ward if you know,
means I can pop in and have a brief chat
(about general things, not necessarily faith-
related), and entirely if they feel like it at the
time. Chaplaincy itself is paused at present,
but I am still visiting the hospital sometimes
as an individual, so still be in touch if I can
help. I can visit people, depending on specific
wards and circumstances.

Welcome Booklet
Rachel Davies

4racheldavies@gmail.com
01284 735772 (answerphone)
07817 682586 (mobile)

HELP!
I like to take a Welcome Booklet to new
Horringer residents to help them to settle in
and find useful contacts.
It is impossible for me to know when houses
change hands and it would be extremely
helpful if one or two people from every street
could let me know when new people move in.
It doesn’t matter whether they are tenants or
owners.
If you could help please contact me!
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News — Horringer Singers

Rehearsing on Zoom!
Since the latest lockdown, we have again not
been able to meet in person, but in February
we started online rehearsals via Zoom, and
we are now working on Schubert’s Mass in G.
I hope that we will be able to return to
rehearsals in the Hall after Easter. Sadly, the
easing of lockdown will be too late for us to
hold our usual Holy Week concert, but I hope
that we will be able to perform the Schubert
as part of a summer concert after the
restrictions are lifted.
The Tudor Rose Singers are also working on
the Schubert Mass over Zoom, and I hope
that we will be able to join forces with them
when we do finally get to perform it.

Horringer Singers
Kevin Slingsby  01284 848202  md@horringersingers.org.uk
www.horringersingers.org.uk

Christmas on The Green
Neither the Holy Week concert in Church nor
the Summer concert in The Community
Centre took place in 2020 because of the
pandemic, but we did start to rehearse in a
socially distanced way in the Hall in October.
Despite having to stop again during
November, we were able to work on a piece
‘Bells Ring Out’ by Gavin Reid – written for
children’s choir, but arranged by me for SATB
– and we aimed to perform it on The Green at
the Christmas Tree Light-up on Friday 4
December. However, we woke that morning
to a blanket of snow and the forecast of rain,
so the light-up was cnacelled, but we were
finally able to perform it around the
Christmas Tree two weeks later on 18
December.
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Christopher writes:
Dear Friends,
It’s hard to believe it was back in 2016 that I
arrived here, a green-horn curate nervously
anticipating taking on the awesome
responsibility of being the Incumbent of not one
but four rural parishes! As I prepare to take up a
new challenge, in the different setting of a
suburban ‘team ministry’ in SW14, I am glad to
be taking a break from packing in order to have
a cuppa and pen this message of farewell.
It has to be said, I am sorry not to be able to say
goodbye to you all in person. In more usual
times we could all have gathered, perhaps at a
benefice service, to share the Eucharist. But I
hope this letter will suffice, in some small way,
to convey my best wishes to you all and to

express my thankfulness for the time I’ve been
blessed with here in Horringer, Brockley,
Westley and Whepstead – not forgetting the
duties in relation to St Mary’s Ickworth. 
In my time here, I’ve been touched by the simple
kindness and generosity that is the dynamic
spirit of any Christian community. It has been a
privilege to minister with you, being with
churchgoers and non-churchgoers alike at
joyous times, difficult times and all that lies in
between. 
There are so many experiences I can look back
upon which have helped form me as a priest,
like pebbles mounting to form a shoreline.
Whether it’s the laughter of an Easter egg hunt
on Easter morning; children bringing Harvest
tins of sweetcorn to the altar for the foodbank;

News from St Leonard’s
Susan Crameri   Deputy Churchwarden
www.horringerbenefice,info

After nearly five years as Rector of the Horringer Benefice, Christopher is
leaving us to take up the position of Team Vicar of Christchurch East Sheen in
the parish of Mortlake and East Sheen. We said goodbye to Christopher at
his last service with us on 31 January. 
He was presented with a card and cheque and thanked for all he has
contributed to the Benefice during his time with us. We wish him and his
family happiness and success in his new ministry. 
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News — St Leonard’s Church

a cup of tea with a housebound parishioner;
blessing the ales at one of our village pubs; a
quiet moment alone in the churchyard, gazing
at the stars after Midnight Mass; uproar in a
school assembly as my glove puppet
misbehaved; the murmur of voices offering
ancient words to God at Evensong; the
churchwarden’s dog scampering ahead as we
beat the bounds on a gloriously sunny Rogation
Day; or the sense of having helped a family say
a meaningful farewell to a loved one at the
graveside: I leave with a rich tapestry of
memories and experiences for which I must
thank God for calling me, and the Bishop for
authorising me, to live and serve here. And
what I shall treasure most of all is the
experience of praising God alongside you, and
sharing the bread of heaven with you at the
Eucharist.
Thank you for the generosity, kindness and
hospitality I have received; and for the generous
ministrations you have given to me. This was a
theme that continued right up to my final
Eucharist at St Leonard’s, especially in the kind
words Philip Underwood gave on behalf of the
benefice, Craig Young’s thoughtful Celtic-
inspired prayers, and the socially-distanced
conversations on the church path afterwards. I
was glad too to be able to say some more
farewells on ZOOM after our virtual Morning
Prayer service that same morning.
I must also say an enormous thank you for your
very generous gift from the benefice, which was
quite overwhelming! Some amount of it will
definitely have to be spent on a bike, allowing
me to enjoy all the cycle trails of Richmond
Park, which is a few minutes’ fast pedalling
away from the new vicarage. Having often been
visited by deer in the rectory garden here, I will
feel close to Horringer when I cycle there.
One of the best things about being Anglican is
that our liturgies give us the words, without
which we could sometimes flounder. So, no

need for me to struggle to find appropriate
words with which to end this letter. I can use
the words with which we parted on Sunday
morning:
‘Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord’.
With my best wishes and prayers for your
onward journeys. May you know yourselves
loved by God.
Blessings, Christopher

Services at St Leonard’s
As we enter another interregnum we are
hoping to continue with our normal service
pattern which will include Good Friday
worship and an Easter Day service, providing
there are no further Government restrictions.
We hope you will be able to join us at some
services and thank you for your support.
We are socially distanced, sitting two metres
apart between households! Face masks must
be worn in church (notwithstanding
exemptions) and we have to sanitise our
hands on entry and on exit. Singing is
forbidden under Government rules, as is
sharing of the communion wine.
Notwithstanding all of the above, we meet as
follows: 1st Sunday of the month, Morning
Prayer at 11am; 2nd & 4th Sundays of the
month, Eucharist at 11.15am; 3rd Sunday of
the month, Informal Worship for all ages at
11am. There are some seasonal variations, as
below:
7 March 11am – Morning Prayer
14 March (Mothering Sunday) 11.15am – 
Eucharist
21 March 11am All-age Worship
28 March 11.15am Eucharist
2 April (Good Friday) 2–3pm Meditation
4 April (Easter Day) 11.15 am Eucharist
11 April 11.15am Eucharist
18 April 11am All-age Worship
25 April 11.15am Eucharist
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News — St Leonard’s Church

2 May 11am Morning Prayer
9 May 11.15am Eucharist
13 May (Ascension Day) 10am Eucharist
16 May 11am All-age Worship
23 May 11.15am Eucharist
30 May 10am Benefice Service at Whepstead

Lent Courses
Thursday evenings and Tuesday afternoons
It is Lent, and even though we are in lock-
down, we are getting together on Thursday
evenings to study the York (Anglican & Ecu-
menical) Course which we started last year
and were unable to complete. The theme is
‘On the Third Day’, and those who attended
the first two weeks of Lent in 2020 might still
have their copies of the booklets. If not, they
are available from the York Courses website,
or you can contact Heather with require-
ments and she will arrange the purchase and
delivery of them to you. The cost is £3.80 for
the course booklet and £3.55 for the audio
transcript. You can alternatively get them as a
digital download from the York courses web-
site.
We are also meeting on Tuesday afternoons,
for a series of themed sessions based around
the them of Live Lent, using the book Living
His Story by Hannah Steele.
We are holding the meetings on Zoom, or if
you prefer you can join by telephone link – full
details are in the separate panels to the right.

Staying in Touch
We strongly encourage everyone to sign up
for our Pews News. This is sent out once per
week and contains the latest news and
updates. To join , please email Tibor
Pollerman tibor.pollerman@gmail.com. 
*Your contact details will not be shared with
third parties and will be used solely for
sharing church news.*
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Looking back…
‘I had no idea it was going to be so good!’
‘What a wonderful collection of cribs. So many… and all so different.’
‘ I loved the children’s cribs. They are so imaginative and creative. Amazing!’
These were just a few of the comments we received from the visitors (185 visits) to the
Christmas Crib Exhibition at St Leonard’s Church in early December. 

and friends. A BIG thank you to Denise
Burrell, staff, children and families from
Ickworth Park Primary School who created
such imaginative interpretations of the
Nativity Story – they brought so many smiles
and much happiness.
We also enjoyed seeing the 85 entries for our
children’s Drawing Competition. The winners
were Isabelle Howard (Year 2) and Joe Lewis
(Year 6). The children were asked to include
as much of the story in the picture as possible
and I think you will agree, Isabelle and Joe
achieved this in a very artistic way. Many
congratulations to them!

Looking forward…
As we look forward to Spring and the season
of Lent & Easter, we are organising an event
for children, families and all ages called
‘Horringer Hearts’. We have all been
enduring anxiety, loss or loneliness during

Community and Family Ministry
Helen Woodroffe 01284 700164  
helen.woodroffe@icloud.com

It was a great success despite the difficulties
of Covid 19 restrictions, providing a
wonderful opportunity to celebrate
Christmas, engage with people of all ages and
enable the church to connect with the village
community in a new way. THANK YOU to all
those who leant us their personal cribs and
shared their treasured memories of family
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News — St Leonard’s Church Community & Family Ministry

Covid, unable to visit or socialise with family
and friends, but we look forward with hope,
offering signs of love to one another. 
The heart shape is a recognised symbol of
love and care so, we are inviting you to create
a decorated heart to place in your window
from Mothering Sunday (14 March) to the end
of Easter week (10 April). It can be as simple
or as complex as you wish, such as a card cut-
out shape or one made from twigs collected
on your daily walk. It can be more creative
and decorative, such as a lace, pottery or an
intricate paper-cut. It can even be a whole
string of hearts! This is just an opportunity to
share your heart with Horringer.  

In addition, we are inviting you to contribute
to the creation of a large-scale Easter Garden
in the churchyard at St. Leonard’s Church, for
all to enjoy whilst on daily walks. Easter
began in a garden with the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ and since the Middle Ages,
European churches have created a temporary
garden, often on Maundy Thursday or Good
Friday morning, lasting until the end of Easter
Week and beyond. We plan to do the same

and invite you to visit and place a painted
pebble in the garden, painted with a heart
and your name or the name of a loved one.
See ‘Horringer Hearts @ Easter’ poster for
dates and details.
In addition, you might like to make your own
miniature Easter Garden at home. I
recommend
request.org.uk/restart/2017/02/23/make-an-
Easter-garden for ideas. If you do make one,
please send us a photo. Once Covid
restrictions are relaxed and we can fully open
the church, we will be putting up a display of
photos for all to enjoy. 









21

News — Horringer Good Neighbours Scheme

21

Sadly we are not meeting at the moment but
we are very much here and ready to support
anyone who needs help shopping, picking up
prescriptions or dog walking. We’re also
happy to support people who are feeling
lonely and would benefit from a chat from
time to time. Just call the Good Neighbour
Scheme on – call the on-call phone on 07532
274795. The phone line is open from 9.00 to
5.30 Monday to Friday – please try to give us
three days notice where possible. We have
volunteers ready and keen to help. We are still
not giving lifts because of the coronavirus
risk.
We were able to meet temporarily in our
groups of six at the Six Bells and the Plough
for a few months in the Autumn before
restrictions increased again. This was a tonic
to everyone and thank you to the staff at
both pubs for supporting us to make this
happen. The Six Bells prepared a Christmas
afternoon tea for our members which we
delivered to everyone at home. Not as good
as seeing each other but it was appreciated.
Thank you to Tilly and Sean Fisher who, as a
result of Christmas plans suddenly changing
due to Christmas restrictions, took a meal to
two of our members during the festive
season.
It’s good to hear of people getting their
vaccinations and we look forward with hope
to things improving for us all this year. It is
also good to know that Spring is on the way
and nature is working as normal. The birds are

now singing and it will soon be time to hear
the dawn chorus at its best in early May.
Although you can make a start now by
listening out for songs as you take a daily
walk or just open your window and listen
from there. If you need help in identifying the
songs just visit the RSPB website site at
www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/bird-
songs/what-bird-is-that/.
Two of our Coronakindness volunteers have
signed up for the ‘isolation buddies’ scheme
which supports people who are self isolating.
Many thanks to Pippa Adams and Kerry White
for coming forward to help with this project.
Thank you to the Parish Council who have
approved a grant for us this year-this ongoing
support is much appreciated.
Bert Biglin and David Austin have sadly
passed away and we send our condolences to
their courageous wives who looked after
them during their illness.

Neighbours Helping Neighbours
As a reminder our help service is available to
anyone in the village who needs assistance,
and our volunteers are able to offer the
following services:
•Shopping/prescription collection 
•Minor household repairs
•Help with pets/dog walking
•Form-filling/letter writing
•Befriending
To request any of these services just call
07532 274795 Mon to Fri 9.00am to 5.30pm.

Horringer Good Neighbour Scheme
Neighbours Helping Neighbours
Wendy Cullingworth Chair  
01284 735044  wendycullingworth@btinternet.com
Hello from all of us at the Good Neighbour Scheme.
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Preparations are in hand for the 2021
Census, the national exercise held every
ten years which provides information
for Government use in making
decisions, for example in funding of
services.  The Census will be held on
Sunday 21 March 2021. All households
in the country will be asked to answer a
set of questions, if possible online,
about everyone in that household on
that day. This Census will be digital first
but paper copies and support will be
available for those that need it. Security
is strict, both in handling your data and
in making sure the process is COVID-19
safe. The Office for National Statistics

Census Day 21 March 2021
Sally Easton 

Senior Communications Officer 
Corporate Communications

01284 757033    sally.easton@westsuffolk.gov.uk
www.westsuffolk.gov.uk

(ONS) which runs the census in England
and Wales, is independent from
Government. Your details are protected
by law and information published is
always anonymous. The full record is
held in a vault for 100 years before it is
made available for genealogists. You
will be sent an access code in the post
and can fill your return in online as soon
as it arrives, in early March. If your
household circumstances change on
Census Day you can let ONS know.
Guidance on completing the survey will
be released in due course and you can
find more information at
https://census.gov.uk.
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News — Little Lottie

YES, Renewals are due
It remains just £1 for one stake per month.
Thank you to all have paid by standing order,
you will find this was debited at the beginning
of January. We do appreciate you paying
direct, it certainly helps with our
administration.
Thank you to all who have paid with
cash/cheques and responded to a call and
visit to your door. This has been a challenge in
‘Lockdown’ but we have managed to collect
the majority, so our thanks for that.

Good news
We have presented a cheque to the
Community Council for £1477.00 raised in
2020, a fantastic sum to help with the upkeep
of our hall. We have also increased the draw
prizes in that period and maintained The
Christmas Bonus at the same level. All
together raising over £10,000.00 since we
started.
It has been such a difficult year for everyone
and the Community Council have needed our
help more than ever recently. This is a ‘fun’
way to fund raise monthly to help our
community.

SO...
You do have to be in it to win it.
Contact us for more information.

Congratulations to all our recent winners,
especially our Christmas Bonus Draw winners
2020.

October 2020
1st Prize Richard Glinn £60
2nd Prize Graham Parley £30
3rd Prize Mary Harley £20
November 2020
1st Prize Gordon Hughes £60
2nd Prize John Ward £30
3rd Prize Judy Turner £20
December 2020
1st Prize Sue Long £60
2nd Prize Elizabeth Blake £30
3rd Prize D & S Cohen £20

(donated back)
Christmas Bonus Draw 2020
1st Prize Susan Crameri £100
2nd Prize R & A Hardwick £75
3rd Prize Howard Cook £50
January 2021
1st Prize Jan Cannon £60
2nd Prize Richard Glinn £30
3rd Prize Wendy Hill £20

Little Lottie News
Anne Bishop  01284 735609

Brian Thaxter  01284 735754
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Salmonella Enteritidis

The Food Standards Agency (FSA) along with
Public Health England (PHE), are reminding
people once again to take care when handling
and cooking frozen raw breaded chicken
products at home, such as nuggets, goujons,
dippers, poppers and kievs.
This comes as they issued two further
product recalls of products linked to two
ongoing outbreaks of Salmonella Enteritidis
(a food poisoning bug).
An investigation is ongoing into two
particular strains of Salmonella linked to
frozen raw breaded chicken products. There
was an increase in salmonellosis cases caused
by these strains of Salmonella throughout
2020. Control measures were put in place,
businesses undertook product recalls and the
FSA published alert notifications. Given the
long shelf life of these products and the fact
that we continue to receive reports of disease
caused by these Salmonella strains, the FSA
and PHE are reminding the public again
about the importance of cooking and
handling frozen breaded chicken products.

Top food hygiene tips: 
• Always carefully check the advice on food

packaging and follow the cooking
instructions provided

• If the packaging advises the product should
be thawed/defrosted before cooking, follow
the instructions

• Consume or freeze food by its use-by date
• Wash your hands with soap and water after

touching raw chicken products and before
you handle ready-to-eat food

• Avoid cross-contamination by cleaning any
surface, plate or utensil that has been in
contact with raw meat

Salmonella is a common bacteria that can
cause food poisoning. Salmonella can be
found in raw meat (processed and
unprocessed), undercooked poultry and
unpasteurised milk. Inadequate cooking and
cross-contamination in the kitchen during
food preparation can lead to Salmonellosis.
From January 2020 there have been 480 cases
of Salmonellosis caused by two strains of
Salmonella Enteritidis and linked to
consumption of frozen, raw, breaded chicken
products.

The Holiday Of A Lifetime
With the prospect of restrictions lifting and
the desire for many to book a holiday abroad,
you may well see the holiday of a lifetime - at
a price you probably shouldn’t believe!
Criminals may take advantage of customers
booking flights by advertising “too good to
be true” offers or prices on flights or
accommodation.

Suffolk Trading Standards
Endeavour House, 8 Russell Road, Ipswich, IP1 2BX

tradingstandards@suffolk.gov.uk

News — Suffolk Trading Standards
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News — Suffolk Trading Standards

Make sure you read online reviews from
reputable sources to check websites and
bookings are legitimate.
Always use the secure payment methods
recommended by reputable online retailers
and don’t accept requests to pay separately
via a bank transfer .
Where possible, use a credit card when
booking holidays over £100 and up to £30,000
as you receive protection under Section 75.

Royal Mail Scam

It seems that a lot of people are being
bombarded by these fake Royal Mail text
messages.
The texts have been sent by criminals who
have created fake websites. The websites
that the text links to has been created to look
similar to the Royal Mail website, with the
same branding, layout and font choices.
DO NOT CLICK ON THE LINK.
If you think you have provided scammers

with your financial details, contact your bank
immediately.  If you receive what you think is

a fake message, forward the text message,
including the phone number or company
name, to 7726. It won’t cost you anything and
it means your phone provider can investigate
the sender. Report all scams to us via Citizens
Advice Consumer Service on 0808 223 1133 

Book A Test
New community test centres have opened
across Suffolk to provide fast, free tests for
people who cannot work from home, and do
not have any coronavirus symptoms.
With an estimated 1 in 3 people who have the
virus not showing symptoms, this is an
important new tool to prevent the unwitting
spread of the virus in the workplace.
The centres use lateral flow testing to identify
people who may have coronavirus but are not
showing symptoms. They are open to anyone
who cannot work from home, with same-day
results provided by text or email. It is
recommended that people have the tests
twice a week, three to four days apart.
Anyone giving a positive test will be told to
self-isolate and advised on what to do next.
Financial support is available in some cases.
Anyone receiving a negative result needs to
continue to follow the social distancing
guidance as they may only be at the early
stages of developing the virus. Test centres
are available across Suffolk – the centres are
operated on behalf of Suffolk County Council.
For further information, and to book a test,
visit www.suffolk.gov.uk/bookatest or call
0333 772 6144.
The centres are only for people who not
showing symptoms of Covid-19. Anyone with
symptoms, or who may have been in close
contact with someone who has, should not
visit a test centre. Instead, they should ring
119 or go to the NHS website to book a test at
one of the symptomatic testing sites in
Suffolk.
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News — Horringer and Ickworth WI

But, the WI has still been active one way or
another.
Firstly, after some deliberation we felt we
should give something back to members and
the idea of an afternoon tea box was born. A
beautifully presented box of bridge rolls,
chocolate éclair, scone, jam and cream,
cheese scone, carrot cake, fairy cake,
meringues and biscuits topped with fresh
strawberries were delivered to each member.
Luckily for us the weather was kind to us and
without exception they were welcomed with
open arms. We subsequently had lots of
thank you messages
So, after that successful operation, Winter
Solstice saw Committee Members out on the
road once again delivering boxes of Christmas
goodies, and luckily for us the rain had
stopped. After the success of our Afternoon
Tea Boxes we decided to follow it up with a

Festive Food Box. The box itself was very
attractive tied with a maroon ribbon and
inside was an exquisite small Christmas Cake,
Mince Pies, a Trufffle and Cheese Straws to
add something savoury to the selection, all
beautifully presented. Once again everybody
was absolutely delighted, not just with the
gift, but to chat with somebody other than
their family. I am sure the rest of the
Committee found the same. Both these
exercises were well worthwhile and hopefully
gave members a real lift during these gloomy
times. 
As always with the WI cake seems to be the
answer!
Committee members have however been
having regular Zoom meetings ably organised
by Olive our erstwhile President, meetings
have mostly been successful although some
have thrown up a few glitches! 

Our newsletter ‘The Buzz’
appears in our inbox every
month, which keeps
members up to date.
Looking to the future, well it
is all very unsure, but we are
hoping we may be able to
organise an event for Suffolk
Day which is during June. We
keep our fingers crossed. 
Hoping you are all keeping
safe and well.

Horringer and Ickworth WI
Maria Mallan  

Press Secretary

Well lockdown has certainly curtailed all activities – vaccination appointments seem to be
the most exciting activity at the moment. Hopefully, lots of our members will have been
offered their first dose. 
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Ingredients
2tbsp instant coffee (dissolved in 1tbsp
boiling water and left to cool)
50-75g walnut halves (toasted and chopped)
and whole walnuts to decorate
225g butter at room temperature 
225g soft light brown sugar
4 eggs beaten together
225g self-raising flour (sifted)

Method
Beat the butter and sugar together until light
and fluffy, add beaten eggs, flour, coffee and
chopped walnuts. Divide between 2 tins and
bake for approximately 25 minutes until well
risen. Allow to cool then make your favourite
butter icing adding 2tsp coffee dissolved in
hot water. Spread icing between sponges and
decorate top with icing and whole walnuts.
Enjoy!

Message from the Pop Up Coffee Shop Team
Margaret, Di, Hilary, Jackie, Maggie, Sue & Wendy
Hello Everyone, 
We hope you have all been keeping safe and well throughout these difficult times. We miss
seeing you at the monthly Pop Up Coffee Shops, and we also miss baking for you. Hopefully
those days will soon return but in the meantime we thought you might like to try baking one of
our popular cakes, starting with the Coffee & Walnut Cake. Keep safe and positive, things will
get better and hopefully restrictions will have eased by the time you read this 
Sending kind wishes to you all.

Coffee & Walnut Cake
Heat Oven to 180°C (160°C fan), grease and line base of 2×20cm sandwich tins



30



News — The Ickworth Hotel 
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The Ickworth’s Supper Box is
launched
Even though The Ickworth is currently closed
because of lockdown, you can still enjoy our
signature dishes by ordering our newly
launched Supper Box! 
Let’s face it, there isn’t a lot we can enjoy at
the moment so having the opportunity
to recreate a fine dining experience in
your own home, just add candles, will
be fun and feel luxurious right now!
Order our Supper Box and you’ll
receive simple cooking instructions
and a sublime main course for a family
of four, costing just £35. If there’s two
of you it’ll create a freezer meal too!
Expect delicious dishes using locally
sourced ingredients (wherever
possible) with huge flavour and
texture. We’ll also recommend a wine
which pairs perfectly with your dinner.
Each week there will be two main
courses for you to choose from. The
menus will go live on our Facebook and
Instagram pages every Friday, follow
@theickworthhotel. Get your order in
quick each week before the boxes sell
out. When they’re gone, they’re gone!
Collection is from the hotel on a Friday
between 11am to 1pm or 4pm to 6pm.

News from the Ickworth
Viv Thomas
Sales and Marketing Manager 

01284 735350
07799 541502
viv.thomas@ickworthhotel.co.uk
ickworthhotel.co.uk  

Celebrate a birthday, anniversary or just
because you deserve a treat. Or buy it as a
gift for a friend or family member and make
their week memorable!
Order your Supper Box by emailing
supperbox@ickworthhotel.co.uk or call
07799 541502.
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St Mary’s Church Ickworth
John Porter   Church Co-ordinator
01284 735596   john@ickworthchurch.org.uk

As we look forward to spring with the snowdrops already out and
our daffodil bulbs waiting to burst into flower, we can smile at
those dark wet winter days with no heat or electricity that our
beautiful little church has had to endure. Sadly, due to
lockdown, it is only the churchyard that visitors can see at
present. Inside our church is missing the daily visitors that we
used to welcome before March 2020.



33

News — St Mary’s Church Ickworth 

December usually means that we have our
Christmas Carol Service, but due to
restrictions this had to be cancelled. Having a
small, but enthusiastic group of volunteers,
they decided on Saturday 19th December,
they would have a carol session on the steps
outside the church to bring
festive cheer to the walkers
and passers-by, handing out
individually wrapped mince
pies to help them on their
way. 45 minutes of happy
carol singing even brought
out a beautiful rainbow to
show how appreciative it all
was, donations were made
that brought in just over £80
to our funds that have been
severely hit this year due to
the lockdowns.
With the church being
closed for such a long
period, plus the fact it will
be eight years in June since
we reopened, we will be
bringing in a team of

professional cleaners on 12 April to
bring the church back to full beauty.
Obviously, at present we have no
events scheduled but do hope to
have at least two events in the
summer months, plus our popular
‘Vault tours’ as well.
If you would like to help us maintain
the church to its beauty for future
generations, you can donate by: 
To donate £1, text ICCT To 70201
To donate £3, text ICCT To 70331
To donate £5, text ICCT To 70970
To donate £10, text ICCT To 70191
Thank you to everyone, stay safe

and keep well.
For any communications and questions about
our church, please contact John Porter,
Church Co-ordinator, on 735596 or email:
john@ickworthchurch.org.uk 



Waterson
Plumbing & Heating

General Plumbing•
Hot Water Cylinder •
Installations
Complete Bathroom •
Installations
Central Heating •
Installation and Upgrades
Oil Appliance Installation,•
Service and Repair
Oil Tank Supply and •
Installation

H: 01359 760528
M: 07828 639138

E: jeremy@watersonplumbing.com

Oftec C11683
Find us on Facebook
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Springtime at Ickworth is a bountiful display of colourful daffodils, spring blossom and
young, leaping lambs. With the guidance the government have issued, we’re so pleased we
can continue welcoming you for your walks and warming cups of tea. 

Here’s our top tips for Spring on the estate: 
In the gardens you’ll find an assortment of
flowering bulbs to admire throughout the
season and you don’t want to miss the ‘Van
Sion’ Daffodils in the North Meadow, known
for their ruffled trumpets. 
The Porter’s Lodge Café is open daily for the
season with hot and cold drinks and as
restrictions ease, a growing menu for you to
enjoy. 
The lambs will be arriving in the park soon
and with the warm weather it’s a great time
of year to visit. As ever, it’s vitally important
to keep your dog on a lead at all times. Not
only does this ensure the safety of the lambs

and ewes, but with additional hazards of
electric fencing and farm vehicles, it will
ensure the safety of your pet.
Don’t forget, the Neighbours of Ickworth
scheme is the perfect way to explore the
outdoors on your doorstep. The yearlong pass
costs just £5.00 per person and grants the
named bearer access to the estate all year
long, without a booking, between 9am and
4pm, and grants access to walk or cycle onto
the estate outside of these hours. To make
sure your visit goes without a hitch please
always ensure you have it on you when
visiting Ickworth, be that on foot, two wheels
or in the car, and please show it to the team
member at the Kiosk on arrival. A member of
the National Trust? You can still apply and the
£5.00 is waivered, instead your pass will be
issued to match the term remaining on your
membership. Visit us on property to collect an
application form.
Please check the website before you visit in
case of any unplanned closures.
If you have any questions or queries please
do get in touch at ickworth@nationaltrust.org.uk.
Photos courtesy National Trust Images / 
Ray Dale

Rosie McVey
Visitor Experience Officer

rosie.mcvey@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ickworth
01284 736127 / 735270

Ickworth
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It’s hard to believe that we have been in our new building for almost
half an academic year, time certainly does fly when your having lots
of fun and that’s exactly how we ended the Autumn Term by having
lots of festive fun! 
The children loved decorating the Pre-School and putting up the first
Christmas Tree in the new building! Lots of festive activities were
planned which included the children creating their own design for
Christmas cards, gift tags and tea towels. A huge thank you to everyone

who purchased items with their child’s design on, it raised an
amazing £100 which will help improve the outdoor equipment for
the children to enjoy in the warmer summer months. As we got
closer to Christmas and the children were becoming more and
more excited it was becoming apparent as cases continued to rise
that we were going to enter another lockdown. With the
government advising Early Years Settings were to remain open
our top priority in these unprecedented times was the children’s
safety and happiness so we put extra wellbeing and hygiene
measures in place to ensure both the staff and children were kept
safe and well. 
Who thought you could have so much fun whilst staying safe?
While the children are thoroughly washing their hands with soap

Horringer Pre-School
Emma Jones
www.horringerpreschool.co.uk

and water for a minimum of 20 seconds many times a day we always sing songs to make it a
fun and enjoyable experience! Although we keep the building constantly ventilated we play
outside as much as possible as we are so lucky to have the fantastic outdoor private copse area
that is perfect for exploring and enjoying the fresh air. Children love being able to learn and
explore nature in a safe, secure and sheltered space. 

Home Learning Hub
If your children are missing the fun activities that they take part in
Pre-School then Stephie uploads lots of fun learning through play
ideas on the home learning hub on a weekly basis, which is loved
by many! 

Fundraising
With lockdown 3.0 more of us are online shopping, so if your
browsing why not access all your favourite retailers through
Easyfundraising? It’s free for you to access and any purchases you
make will provide a small donation to our wonderful Pre-School
which will enable us to purchase more outdoor equipment to
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enhance the children’s experiences . All you need
to do is download the Easyfundraising App which
will then enable you to shop with over 3,600
retailers including Amazon, Argos, ASOS, eBay,
Boden, John Lewis, Next and M&S. 
Please keep a look out for updates and
announcements coming soon from the staff and
committee regarding new COVID safe fundraising
events! If your not already please follow us on
Facebook or Instagram for the latest updates. 
If you would like to find out more about enrolling
your child to our wonderful outstanding setting in
September we are able to provide garden
viewings for all prospective parents. If you are
interested in scheduling a viewing or have any
questions please contact Stephie at
manager@horringerpreschool.co.uk
You can also get more information on our website.
Stay safe and well and we look forward to
updating you in the next edition on all fun we have
been having.



Once our group had the green light to
run, we adapted weekly to make our
sessions work up until Christmas.
It was great to have feedback and talk to
mums, we had to make sure everyone felt
safe.
The place was scrubbed clean before and
after each session, track and trace was in
place, and numbers attending were low in
line with Government advice.
Due to limitations, we began a new
session ‘Baby Only’. 
These sessions were fully booked every
week with a waiting list, it was awful to
turn away new mums. For the short term
we ran six sessions a week to try to
accommodate and support them.

Horringer Hedgehogs Baby & Toddler Group

Lisa Hasler Chair
lisahasler.wixsite.com/horringer-hedgehogs 
horringerhedgehogs@hotmail.co.uk 07772 200223

Our Christmas sessions could not be
normal, no Father Christmas, however
the children had fun, with myself dressed
as the ‘Christmas Elf’ with presents for all
at the end of the session.
We are closed at present, but we will re-
open in line with Government guidelines
in a similar way until we can return to
normal.
If you are new to the village, a new parent
or know of any pregnant mummies,
please do let them know about us.
We are here to support, a place where
many friendships are made on the baby
mats. You will be sure of a warm
welcome.
Keep up the good work all, you are all
doing an amazing job!

Last year was certainly tough in many ways, I think we would all agree.
New babies born in lockdown, toddlers not being able to see family or attend
groups and parents unable to socialise.
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As I sit down to write this, I’m looking out of my office window and the sun is finally
breaking through the mist over Horringer. I believe I can even see signs of spring, some of
the daffodils we planted in the Autumn of 2019 are almost ready to bloom. I think we will
all be glad when the spring finally arrives.

I want to start by celebrating the fact that we
didn’t have to close at all during the Autumn
term. Staff worked extremely hard to keep
the school safe and open for our children. We
are grateful for the support of our parents
with this, sometimes it meant children
isolating at home for a few days, but we got
through the term without having to close a
bubble.
We had as normal a term as was possible.
Teachers were inventive, and still managed to
do some of the ‘normal’ things like
fundraising for Children in Need and Harvest
donations to Gatehouse. We also put
together a Christmas video for our families to
share, each class did a little performance. The
video might not have been our usual
Christmas Productions, but it helped us to

Ickworth Park Primary School
Denise Burrell   Headteacher

feel festive! We were delighted to take part in
the Christmas Crib exhibition, it was so lovely
to see the children’s work on display along
with all the beautiful crib sets.
The spring term has had a very different feel, I
don’t think any of us thought we would be in
another National Lockdown. However, the
resilience and adaptability of our children has
made us all extremely proud. I can honestly
say that every child has engaged in remote
learning, the standard of work they have
posted on our learning platform has been
really good. We have received tremendous
support from our parents. We know it’s not
easy to juggle work from home and support
learning, but somehow they have managed
to do this. The children have embraced
technology and found new ways to present
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their learning; we have had video poems, re-
enactments of Boudicca and World War 2
daily facts shared online, it’s wonderful to see
their engagement. Teachers have reinvented
how they are teaching and feeding back to
children, they tell me how pleased they are
with the progress the children are making,
although they are missing having them in
class.
Our Critical Worker care was up and running
within a day of the lockdown announcement,
and we are supporting many more families
than we did in March 2020. Rainbow class, as
they are known, come in to school every
morning with smiley faces. The children are
doing exactly the same work as their peers
are at home. Our Teaching Assistants are
supporting them with their learning and

looking after them each day. We are
celebrating children’s work with special
Rainbow class certificates. We also have
special Lockdown Certificates that we are
sending home to children working remotely.
Our weekly celebration assemblies are
posted online for children to view.
On Friday 5 February we marked Children’s
Mental Health and Wellbeing Week with a
Feel Good Friday event. We asked children to
have a screen free day, to learn new skills and
take some time for themselves and do things
they enjoy with their families.
Our school certainly isn’t closed its just
happening in a different way. We hope we will
all be back at school soon, we are looking
forward to having some summer fun with our
children.
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Village Contacts

Borough Councillor
Terry Clements 01284 827161
Bury Shuttlers Badminton Club
Nick Dawson 01284 763760
Carpet Bowls Club
Ron Long 01284 762111
Community Centre Booking
Kevin Slingsby Bookings Sec 01284 277284
Lisa Hasler Bookings Assistant 01284 277242

horringerhallbookings@gmail.com
Community Council Chair
Gordon Hughes  Chair 01284 735933
Jan Emerson  Secretary 01284 735638
County Councillor
Karen Soons 07864 601887

karen.soons@suffollk.gov.uk
Cricket Club
Tim Jones 01284 735234
Gentle Walking Group
Margaret Chapman 07738 688046
Horringer Group Scout Leader
Catherine Williams Group Leader 07900 282923
1st Horringer Beavers
Catherine Williams 07900 282923
1st Horringer Cubs
John Fairlie 07977 252866
1st Horringer Scouts
Paul Markwick 07587 186971
Horringer Gardening Club
Polly Barfoot 01284 735292
WI
Olive Smart President 01284 767154
Wendy Hill Secretary 01284 735544
Horringer Social Club
Jan Frary 01284 735504
Horringer Crafts Association
Ms Terrie Jones 01440 705202

Horringer Diary
Kevin Slingsby 01284 848202

diaryeditor@horringer.org.uk
Good Neighbour Scheme
Wendy Cullingworth 01284 735044
Horringer Oil Buying Syndicate
Jeremy Cole 01954 719452
Horringer Pre-school
Stephie Page 01284 735181
Horringer Singers
Jan Emerson  Secretary 01284 735638
Kevin Slingsby Musical Director 01284 848202
Ickworth Park Primary School
Denise Burrell 01284 735337

www.ickworthpark.suffolk.sch.uk
Little Lottie
Brian Thaxter 01284 735754
Anne Bishop 01284 735609
Hedgehogs Parents & Toddler Group
Lisa Hasler 07772 200223
Parish Clerk
Michelle Thompson 01284 765447

thehorringercumickworthclerk@aol.com
Petanque Team
Glen Billings 01284 735528
Press Correspondent
Robin Davies 01284 735772

robindavies286@btinternet.com
St Leonard’s Church
Pauline Radley Churchwarden 01284 735563
Susan Crameri Deputy Churchwarden

01284 735395



Useful Information

Websites
Horringer Village
www.horringer.org.uk
West Suffolk District Council
www.westsuffolk.gov.uk
Suffolk County Council
www.suffolkcc.gov.uk
BBC Radio Suffolk
www.bbc.co.uk/radiosuffolk
Suffolk Libraries
www.suffolklibraries.co.uk
Suffolk On Board Passenger Transport
www.suffolkonboard.com
Ickworth Park Primary School
www.ickworthpark.suffolk.sch.uk
Samaritans
www.samaritans.org

Mobile Library
The service is currently suspended until 12
April, when the normal schedule resumes as
below.
Stop 19A – Meadow Drive
Four-weekly on Thursdays 9.15-9.40am
22 April, 20 May, 17 June
Stop 15A – Meadow Drive
Four-weekly on Sundays 9.30-9.50am
18 April, 16 May, 13 June
Managers – Carl Bell & Kevin Lambert
help@suffolklibraries.co.uk   01473 351249

Buses
The timetable opposite shows information for
services between Horringer and Bury St
Edmunds (14, 15) in outline – for full details see
www.suffolkonboard.com, where you can also
find information about Trains and Connecting
Communities Transport Services.
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Bus Timetable




